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TO  THE 


JHEN  I  confider  our  fellow-fubjecis 
in  America  as  rational  creatures ,  I 
cannot  but  wonder,  that  during  the  prefent 
wide  difference  of  fentiments  in  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  concerning  the  power  of  parliament  in 
laying  taxes  and  duties  on  America ,  no  appli¬ 
cation  has  been  made  to  their  underfundings , 
no  able  and  learned  pen  among  us  has  been 
employed  in  convincing  them  that  they  are  in 
the  wrong;  proving  clearly,  that  by  the  eftab- 
lifhed  law  of  nations,  or  by  the  terms  of  their 
original  conftitution,  they  are  taxable  by  our 
parliament,  though  they  have  no  r  e prefent  a- 
tive  in  it. 


On  the  contrary,  whenever  there  is  any 
news  of  difcontent  in  America ,  the  cry  is, 

“  Send 
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“  Send  over  an  army  or  a  fleet,  and  reduce  the 
“  dogs  to  reafon .” 

% 

Tt  is  faid  of  choleric  people,  that  with  them 
there  is  but  a  word ,  and  a  blow. 

I  hope  Britain  is  not  fo  choleric,  and  will 
never  be  lo  angry  with  her  colonies  as  to Jlrike 
them :  But  that  if  fhe  fhould  ever  think  it  may 
be  neceflary,  fhe  will  at  lead  let  the  word  go 
before  the  blow ,  and  reafon  with  them. 

To  do  this  clearly,  and  with  the  moll  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs,  by  removing  their  preju¬ 
dices. ,  and  rectifying  their  mifapprehenfions  (if 
they  are  fuch)  it  will  be  neceflary  to  learn 
what  thofe  prejudices  and  mifapprehenfions 
are ;  and  before  we  can  either  refute  or  admit 
their  reafons  or  arguments,  we  fhould  certainly 
know  them. 

It  is  to  that  end  I  have  handed  the  following 
letters  (lately  publifhed  in  America )  to  the  prefs 
here.  They  were  occafioned  by  the  ad  made 
(fince  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-ad)  for  raifing 
a  revenue  in  America  by  duties  on  glafs,  pa¬ 
per,  <&c. 


The  Author  is  a  gentleman  of  repute  in 
that  country  for  his  knowledge  of  its  affairs, 
and,  it  is  faid,  fpeaks  the  general  fentiments  of 
the  inhabitants.  How  far  thole  fentiments  are 
right  or  wrong,  I  do  not  pretend  at  prefent 
to  judge.  I  wifh  to  fee  firft,  what  can  be  faid 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion.  I  hope  this 
publication  will  produce  a  full  anfwer ,  if  we 
can  make  one.  If  it  does,  this  publication 
will  have  had  its  ufe.  No  offence  to  govern¬ 
ment  is  intended  by  it;  and  it  is  hoped  none 
will  be  taken.  N.  N] 


London ,  May  8, 
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laws  and  conftitution  of  my  country,  than  is  ge¬ 
nerally  attained  by  men  of  my  clafs,  many  of  them 
not  being  fo  fortunate  as  I  have  been  in  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  getting  information.  r 

From  my  infancy.  I  was  taught  to  love  humanity 
and  liberty .  Enquiry  and  experience  have  fmce 
confirmed  my  reverence  for  the  leffons  then  given 
me,  by  convincing  me  more  fully  of  their  truth 
and  excellence.  Benevolence  towards  mankind, 
excites  wifhes  for  their  welfare,  and  fuch  wifhes  en¬ 
dear  the  means  of  fulfilling  them.  Thefe  can  be 
found  in  liberty  only :  therefore  her  facred  caufe 
ought  to  be  efpoufed,  by  every  man,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  As  a  chariL- 
ble,  but  poor  perfon  does  not  withhold  his  mite, 
becaufe  he  cannot  relieve  all  the  diftrefles  of  the  mi- 
lerable,  fo  let  not  any  honeft  man  fuppref  his  fen- 
timents  concerning  freedom,  however  fmall  their 
influence  is  likely  to  be.  Perhaps  he  may  touch 
fome  Wheel, that  will  have  an  effect  greater 
than  he  expeds. 

Thefe  being  my  fentiments,  I  am  encouraged  to 
offer  to  you,  my  countrymen,  my  thoughts  on 
fome  late  tranfadions,  that  appear  to  me  to  be  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  you.  Confcious  of  my 
own  defeds,  I  have  waited  fome  time,  in  expeda- 
tion  of  feeing  the  fubjed  treated  by  perfons  much 
better  qualified  for  the  tafk  ^  but  being  therein  dif- 
appointed,  and  apprehenfive  that  longer  delays  will 
be  injurious,  I  venture  at  length  to  requeft  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public,  praying  only  for  one  thing, 
that  is,  that  thefe  lines  may  be  read  with  the  fame 
zeal  for  the  happinefs  o iBritijh  America ,  with  which 
they  were  wrote . 
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With  a  good  deal  of  furprize  I  have  obferved, 
that  little  notice  has  been  taken  of  an  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  injurious  in  its  principle  to  the  liberties 
of  thefe  colonies,  as  the  Jtamp  aft  was :  I  mean  the 
aft  for  fufpending  the  legiflation  of  New-Tork> 

The  aflembly  of  that  government  complied  with 
a  former  aft  of  parliament,  requiring  certain  provi- 
fions  to  be  made  for  the  troops  in  America ,  in  every 
particular,  I  think,  except  the  articles  of  fait,  pep¬ 
per  and  vinegar.  In  my  opinion  they  afted  impru¬ 
dently,  confidering  all  circumftances,  in  not  com¬ 
plying  fo  far  as  would  have  given  fatisfaftion,  as 
ieveral  colonies  did  :  but  my  diflike  of  their  conduft 
in  that  inftance,  has  not  biinded  me  fo  much,  that 
I  cannot  plainly  perceive,  that  they  have  been  pu- 
nifhed  in  a  manner  pernicious  to  American  freedom, 
and  juftly  alarming  to  all  the  colonies. 

If  the  Britijh  parliament  has  a  legal  authority  to 
order,  that  we  fhall  furnifh  a  fingle  article  for  the 
troops  here,  and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order, 
they  have  the  fame  right  to  order  us  to  fupply  thole 
troops  with  arms,  cloaths,  and  every  neceffary  ; 
and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order  alfo  *,  in  fliorr, 
to  lay  any  burdens  they  pleafe  upon  u?.  What  is 
this  but  taxing  us  at  a  certain  fum ,  and  leaving  to  us 
only  the  manner  of  railing  it  ?  How  is  this  mode 
more  tolerable  than  the  ft  amp  afi  ?  Would  that  aft 
have  appeared  more  pleafing  to  Americans ,  if  being 
ordered  thereby  to  raile  the  fum  total  of  the  taxes, 
the  mighty  privilege  had  been  left  to  them,  of  fay¬ 
ing  how  much  fhouid  be  paid  for  an  inftrument  of 
writing  on  paper,  and  how  much  for  another  on 
parchment  ? 

An  nft  of  parliament,  commanding  us  to  do  a 
certain  thing,  if  it  has  any  validity,  is  a  tax  upon  us 
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for  the  expence  that  accrues  in  complying  with  it  5 
and  for  this  reafon,  I  believe,  every  colony  on  the 
continent,  that  chole  to  give  a  mark  of  their  refpeft 
for  Great-Britain,  in  complying  with  the  aft  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  troops,  cau  ioudy  avoided  the  mention 
of  that  aft,  left  their  conduft  fhould  be  attributed 
to  its  fuppofed  obligation. 

The  matter  being  thus  ftated,  the  afiembly  of 
New-Tork  either  had,  or  had  not,  a  right  to  refufe 
fub million  to  that  aft.  If  they  had,  and  I  imagine 
no  American  will  fay  they  had  not,  then  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  no  right  to  compel  them  to  execute  it. 
If  they  had  not  this  right ,  they  had  no  right  to 
punifh  them  for  not  executing  it  ;  and  therefore  no 
right  to  fufpend  their  legiflation,  which  is  a  punifh- 
ment.  In  taft,  if  the  people  of  New-Tork  cannot 
be  legally  taxed  but  by  their  own  reprelentatives, 
they  cannot  be  legally  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
making  laws,  only  for  infilling  on  that  exclufive  pri¬ 
vilege  of  taxation.  If  they  may  be  legally  deprived 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  of  the  privilege  of  making  law’s,  why 
may  they  not,  with  equal  reafon,  be  deprived  of 
every  other  privilege?  Or  why  may  not  every  co¬ 
lony  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  when  any  of 
them  fhali  dare  to  deny  their  aftent  to  any  impofi- 
tions,  that  fhali  be  direfted  ?  Or  what  ftgnifies  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft,  if  thefe  colonies  are  to  lofe 
their  other  privileges,  by  not  tamely  lurrendering 
that  of  taxation  ? 

There  is  one  confideration  arifing  from  this  fut- 
penfion,  which  is  not  generally  attended  to,  but 
fhews  its  importance  very  clearly.  It  was  not  no¬ 
te  (far  y  that  this  fufpenfion  fhould  be  caufed  by  au 
aft  of  parliament.  The  crown  might  have  re- 
fh-ained  the  rnvernor  of  New-Yerk,  even  from  cal- 
!,„g“he  afiembly  together,  by  its  prerogative  m 
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the  royal  governments.  This  ftep,  I  fuppofe, 
would  have  been  taken,  if  the  conduft  of  the  af- 
fembly  of  Ne  w-York  had  been  regarded  as  an  aft  of 
difobedience  to  the  crown  alone  ;  but  it  is  regarded 
as  an  aft  of  “  difobedience  to  the  authority  of  the 
British  Legislature.”  This  gives  the  fufpen- 
fion  a  confequence  vaftly  more  aftefting.  It  is  a 
parliamentary  aflertion  of  the  Jupreme  authority  of 
the  Britijh  legiflature  over  theft  colonies  in  the 
point  of  taxation ,  and  is  intended  to  compel  New - 
York  into  a  fubmiffion  to  that  authority.  It  feems 
therefore  to  me  as  much  a  violation  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people  of  that  province,  and  confequent- 
ly  of  all  thefe  colonies,  as  if  the  parliament  had 
lent  a  number  of  regiments  to  be  quartered  upon 
them  till  they  fhould  comply.  For  it  is  evident, 
that  the  fjfpenfion  is  meant  as  a  compulfion  ;  and 
the  method  of  compelling  is  totally  indifferent.  It 
is  indeed  probable,  that  the  fight  of  red  coats,  and 
the  hearing  of  drums,  would  be  moft  alarming; 
becaufe  people  are  generally  more  influenced  by 
their  eyes  and  ears,  than  by  their  reafon.  But 
whoever  ferioufly  confiders  the  matter,  muft  per¬ 
ceive  that  a  dreadful  ftroke  is  aimed  at  the  liberty 
of  thefe  colonies.  I  fay,  of  thefe  colonies  •,  for 
the  caufe  of  one  is  the  caufe  of  all.  If  the  parlia¬ 
ment  may  lawfully  deprive  New- York  of  any  of 
her  rights,  it  may  deprive  any,  or  all  the  other 
colonies  of  their  rights;  and  nothing  can  poffibly 
fo  much  encourage  Inch  attempts,  as  a  mutual  in¬ 
attention  to  the  interefts  of  each  other.  To  divide , 
and  thus  to  dejlroy,  is  the  fit  ft  political  maxim  in 
attacking  thole,  who  are  powerful  by  their  union. 
He  certainly  is  not  a  wife  man,  who  folds  his 
arms,  and  repofes  himlelf  at  home,  viewing,  with 
unconcern,  the  flames  that  have  invaded  his  neigh¬ 
bour’s  houfe,  without  ufing  any  endeavours  to  ex- 
tinguifh  them.  When  Mr.  Ho.wpdan' s  (hip  money 
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caufe,  for  three /hillings  and  four-pence,  was  tried,  all 
the  people  of  England ,  with  anxious  expedition,  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  the  important  decifion  •  and 
when  the  flighted:  point,  touching  the  freedom  of 
one  colony,  is  agitated,  I  earneftly  wifh,  that  all 
the  reft  may,  with  equal  ardour,  fupport  their 
fitter.  Very  much  may  be  faid  on  this  fubjed  ; 
but,  I  hope,  more  at  prefent  is  unneceflary. 

With  concern  I  have  obferved,  that  two  aflem- 
blies  of  this  province  have  fat  and  adjourned, 
without  taking  any  notice  of  this  ad.  It  may 
perhaps  be  afked,  what  would  have  been  proper 
for  them  to  do  ?  I  am  by  no  means  fond  of  in¬ 
flammatory  meafures  ;  I  deteft  them.  I  fhould  be 
forry  that  any  thing  fhould  be  done,  which  might 
juftly  difpleafe  our  fovereign,  or  our  mother  coun¬ 
try  :  but  a  firm,  modeft  exertion  of  a  free  fpirir, 
fhould  never  be  wanting  on  public  occafions.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  it  would  have  been  fufficient 
for  the  afiembly,  to  have  ordered  our  agents  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  king’s  minifters,  their  fenfe  of  the 
fufpending  ad,  and  to  pray  for  its  repeal.  Thus 
we  fhould  have  borne  our  teftimony  againft  it ;  and 
might  therefore  reafonably  exped  that,  on  alikeoc- 
cafiori,  we  might  receive  the  fame  affittance  from  the 
other  colonies. 

*  Nov .  5.  A  FARMER, 

Concordia  res  parvce  ere  fount. 

Small  things  grow  great  by  concord. 


*  The  day  of  King  W 1  ll  1  am  the  Third 's  landing. 
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LETTER  II. 


Beloved  Countrymen , 

THERE  is  another  late  a£t  of  parliament, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  unconRitutional, 
and  as  deRru&ive  to  the  liberty  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  as  that  mentioned  in  my  lafh  letter;  that 
is,  the  aft  for  granting  the  duties  on  paper,  glafs. 

The  parliament  unqueflionably  poflefles  a  legal 
authority  to  regulate  the  trade  of  Great-Britain , 
and  all  her  colonies.  Such  an  authority  is  effential 
to  the  relation  between  a  mother  country  and  her 
colonies ;  and  neceffary  for  the  common  good  of 
all.  He,  who  confiders  thefe  provinces  as  Rates 
diRindt  from  the  Britifh  empire ,  has  very  Render 
notions  of  jujlice ,  or  of  their  interefts .  We  are  but 
parts  of  a  whole ;  and  therefore  there  muR  exiR  a 
power  fomewhere,  to  prefide,  and  preferve  the 
connexion  in  due  order.  This  power  is  lodged  in 
the  parliament  ;  and  we  are  as  much  dependant  on 
Great-Britain ,  as  a  perfectly  free  people  can  be  on 
another, 

I  have  looked  over  every  ftatnte  relating  to  thefe 
colonies,  from  their  RrR  fettlement  to  this  time; 
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and  I  find  every  one  of  them  founded  on  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  till  the.  [lamp -^adminiflration  *.  All  before , 
are  calculated  to  regulate  trade,  and  preferve  or 
promote  a  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe  between 
the  leveral  conftituent  parts  of  the  empire  •,  and 
though  many  of  them  impofed  duties  on  trade,  yet 
thofe  duties  were  always  impofed  with  defign  to  re- 
ftrain  the  commerce  of  one  part,  that  was  injurious 

to 

*  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  reader,  recitals  from  the  former 
a&s  of  parliament  relating  to  thefe  colonies  are  added.  By 
com  par  ng  thefe  with  the  modern  ads,  he  will  perceive  their 
great  difference  in  exprejfion  and  intention . 

The  1 2th  Cba.  Chap.  18,  which  forms  the  foundation  of  the 
laws  relating  to  our  trade,  by  enadting  that  certain  produ&ions 
of  the  colonies  fhould  be  carried  to  England  only,  and  that  no 
goods  fhail  be  imported  from  the  plantations  but  in  Chips  belong¬ 
ing  to  England ,  Ireland ,  Wales ,  Berwick ,  or  the  Plantations , 
&c.  begins  thus  :  <£  For  the  increafe  of  flipping,  and  encourage - 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  this  nation ,  wherein,  under  the  good 
providence  and  protection  of  GOD,  the  wealth,  fafety ,  and 
Itrength  of  this  kingdom  is  fo  much  concerned, ”  &c. 

The  15th  Cha .  II.  chap.  7,  enforcing  the  fame  regulation, 
afllgns  thefe  reafons  for  it.  “  In  regard  his  Majefty’s  planta¬ 
tions,  beyond  the  feas,  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by  his  fub- 
j  dls  of  this  his  kingdom  of  'England ;  for  the  maintaining  a 
greater  correfpcndencc  and  kindnejs  between  them ,  and  keeping 
them  in  a  firmer  dependance  upon  it,  and  rendering  them  yet 
more  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  it,  in  the  further  e?nployment 
and  increafe  of  Eng  lift  flipping  and  J'eamen ,  ve;  t  of  Englijh 
woollen,  and  other  inanutactuses  and  commodities,  rendering 
the  navigation  to  and  from  the  fame  more  fafe  and  cheap ,  and 
making  this  kingdom  a  fiaple ,  not  only  of  the  commodities  of 
thofe  plantations,  bet  alio  of  the  commodities  of  other  countries 
and  places  for  the  f applying  of  them)  and  it  being  the  if  age  of 
other  nations  to  keep  incur  plantations  trade  to  themfelves,  ' &c. 

'S  he  25th  Cha .  II.  chap.  7.  made  exprefly  for  the  better  fed 
curing  the  plantation  trade  f  which  impoies  duties  on  certain 
commodities  exported  from  one  colony  to  another,  mentions 
this  caufe  for  impeding  them  :  “  Whereas  by  one  add  palled  in  the 
1  2th  year  of  vonr  Majefty's  reign,  intituled,  An  adl  for  encou¬ 
ragement  of  flipping  and  navigation ,  .and  by  leveral  other  laws, 
palled  truce  iha.  tune,  it  is  pe.-mitted  to  Ihip,  If  c.  fug  a  rs,  to¬ 
bacco,  &c.  of  the  growth,  tfe.  of  any  of  your  Mjjelty's  plan¬ 
tations 
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to  another,  and  thus  to  promote  the  general  wel¬ 
fare.  The  railing  a  revenue  thereby  was  never  in¬ 
tended.  Thus,  the  king  by  his  judges  in  his  courts 
of  juftice,  impofes  fines,  which  all  together  amount 
to  a  very  confiderab'e  fum,  and  contribute  to  the 
fupport  of  government:  But  this  is  merely  a  con- 
fequence  arifing  from  reftridtions,  that  only  meant 
to  keep  peace,  and  prevent  confufion  ;  and  finely  a 

man 


tations  in  America ,  {Ac.  from  the  places  of  their  growth,  {Ac. 
to  any  other  of  your  Majefty’s  plantations  in  thofe  parts,  {Ac. 
and  that  without  paying  cufiom  for  the  fame,  either  at  the  lading 
or  unlading  the  laid  commodities,  by  means  whereof  the  trade 
and  navigation  in  thofe  commodities,  from  one  plantation  to  an¬ 
other,  is  greatly  increafed,  and  the  inhabitants  of  divers  of 
thofe  colonies,  not  contenting  themfelves  with  being  /applied  with 
thofe  ccm?nodities  for  their  own  ufe,  free from  all  cufloms  (while 
the  fubjedts  of  this  your  kingdom  of  England  have  paid  great 
cuiloms  and  impofitions  for  what  of  them  hath  been  fpent  here) 
but ,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  aforefaid  laws ,  have 
brought  into  divers  parts  a/' Europe  great  quantities  theieof,  and 
do  alio  vend  great  quantities  theieof  to  the  di  pping  of  other  na¬ 
tions,  who  bring  them  into  divers  parts  of  Europe ,  to  the  great 
hurt  and  diminution  of  your  Majefly’s  cuft'oms,  and  of  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  this  your  kingdom  ;  For  the  prevention 


THEREOF,”  CJ C. 


The  7th  and  8th  Will,  III.  chap.  22,  intituled,  “  An  adt  for 
preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abules  in  the  plantation 
trade,”  recites  that,  “  notwithstanding  divers  adds,  (Ac.  great 
abufes  are  daily  committed,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Englifh  navi¬ 
gation,  and  the  lofs  of  a  great  part  of  the  plantation  trade  10  th  $ 
Kingdom,  by  the  artifice,  and  cunning  of  ill  diipofed  perfons; 
For  remedy  whereof,  {Ac .  And  whereas  in  fome  of  his' 
IVLajeiiy’s  American  plantations,  a  doubt  or  ndf  onkt udtion  has 
arifen  upon  the  before  mentioned  add,  made  in  the  251b  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  whereby  certain  duties  are  laid 
upon  the  commodities  therein  enumerated  (which  by  law  may 
be  tranfported  from  one  plantation  to  another,  for  the  fupplv 
of  each  others  wants)  as  if  the  fame  were,  by  the  payment  of 
thofe  dutie-  in  one  plantation,  difchaiged  fn  rn  giving  the  fecu- 
rities  intended  by  the  aforefaid  adfs,  made  in  the  12th,  2 id  and 
23d  years  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  il.  and  confequently  be 
3t  liberty  to  go  to  any  foreign  market  in  Europe/  {Ac. 

The  6th  Anne.,  chap.  37,  reciting  the  advancement  of  trade, 

and 
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man  would  argue  very  loofeJy,  who  fhould  conclude 
from  hence,  that  the  king  has  a  right  to  levy  money 
in  general  upon  his  fubjedts.  Never  did  the  Bntijh 
parliament,  till  the  period  abovementioned,  think 
of  impofing  duties  in  America ,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  revenue.  Mr.  Grenville  firft  intro¬ 
duced  this  language,  in  the  preamble  to  the  4th  of 
Geo.  III.  chap,  15,  which  has  thefe  words — “  And 
whereas  it  is  juft  and  neceftary  that  a  revenue  be 

RAISED  IN  YOUR  MAJESTY^  SAID  DOMINIONS  IN 

and  encouragement  of  fhips  of  war,  &c,  grants  to  the  captors 
the  piopeity  of  all  prizes  carried  into  America ,  fubjeft  to  fuch 
cuftoms  and  duties,  as  if  the  lame  had  been  Frit  imported  into 
any  part  of  Great-Britain ,  and  from  thence  exported,  lAc. 

This  was  a  gift  to  perfons  aiding  under  com?nij[fions  from  the 
crown,  and  therefore  it  was  reafonaole  that  the  terms  prefciibed 
in  that  gift,  fhould  be  complied  with — more  elpecially  as  the 
payment  of  fuch  duties  was  intended  to  give  a  preference  to  the 
proauftions  of  Britifb  colonies,  over  thole  of  other  colonies# 
However,  being  found  inconvenient  to  the  colonies,  about  four 
years  afterwards,  this  aft  was,  for  that  reafon ,  fo  far  repealed, 
that  by  another  aft  “  all  prize  goods,  imported  into  any  part  of 
Great-Britain ,  from  any  of  the  plantations,  were  made  lia¬ 
ble  to  fuch  duties  only  in  Great-Britain ,  as  in  cafe  they  had  been 
of  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  plantations. ” 

I  he  6th  Geo,  II.  chap.  13,  which  impofes  duties  on  foreign 
rum,  fugarand  melaffes,  imported  into  the  colonics,  fhews  the 
reaions  thus— “  Whereas  the  welfare  and  prolperity  of  your 
Majeily’s  fugar  colonies  in  America,  are  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence  and  importance  to  the  trade,  navigation,  and  ftrength  of 
this  kingdom  ;  and  whereas  the  planters  of  the  laid  lugar" colo¬ 
nies,  have  of  late  years  fallen  into  fuch  great  difeouragements ,  that 
they  are  unable  to  improve  or  carry  on  the  lugar  trade,  upon  an 
equal footing  with  the  foreign  fugar  colonies,  without  fame  ad¬ 
vantage  and  relief  be  given  10  them  from  Great  Britain:  For 

REMEDY  WHEREOF,  AND  FOR  THE  GOOD  AND  WELFARE  OF 

your  Majesty’s  subjects,”  IAc. 

The  29th  Geo .  II.  chap.  26,  and  the  ift  Geo.  III.  chap.  9, 
which  continues  the  6th  Geo.  II.  chap.  13,  declare,  that  the  faid 
aft  hath,  by  experience,  been  found  ufeful  and  beneficial ,  &c. 
Thefe  are  all  the  mollconfiderablelfatutes  relating  to  the  commerce 
of  the  colonies  ;  and  it  is  thought  to  be  utterly  unneceffary  to 
add  any  obfervations  to  thefe  extrafts,  to  prove  that  they  were 
all  intended  folely  as  regulations  of  trade . 

America, 
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Am  ERIC  a, /or  defraying  the  expences  of  defending ,  pro¬ 
tecting,  and  fecuring  the  fame :  we  your  Majefty’s 
moil  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain,  in  parliament  aflembled,  being 
defirous  to  make  fome  provifion  in  this  prefent  ief- 
fion  of  parliament,  towards  raising  the  said 
revenue  in  A.merica,  have  refolved  to  give 
and  grant  unto  your  Majefty  the  feveral  rates  and 
duties  herein  after  mentioned,”  &c. 

A  few  months  after  came  the  ftamp-aCl ,  which  re¬ 
citing  this,  proceeds  in  the  fame  ftrange  mode  of 
expreffion,  thus — “  And  whereas  it  is  juft  and  ne- 
ceifary,  that  provifion  be  made  for  raising  a 

FURTHER  REVENUE  WITHIN  YOUR  IVlAJEST  Y  S 

Dominions  in  America,  towards  defraying  the 
faid  expences,  we  your  Majefty’s  moil  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubje&s,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain* 
&c.  give  and  grant,”  £?f.  as  before. 

The  laft  aft,  granting  duties  upon  paper,  &c. 
carefully  purfues  thefe  modern  precedents.  The 
preamble  is,  “Whereas  it  is  expedient,  that  a 

REVENUE  SHOULD  BE  RAISED  IN  YOUR  Ma- 

jesty’s  dominions  in  America ,  for  making  a 
more  certain  and  adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juflice ,  and  the  fupport 
of  civil  government  in  fiuch  provinces,  where  it  floall  be 
found  necefifary  ;  and  towards  the  further  defraying  the 
expences  of  defending,  protecting  and  fecuring  the  faid 
dominions,  we  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjeds,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain,  is'  c . 
give  and  grant,”  &c.  as  before. 

Here  we  may  obierve  an  authority  exprefly  claimed 
and  exerted  to  impofe  duties  on  thefe  colonies;  not 
for  the  regulation  of  trade  ;  not  for  the  prefervation 
or  promotion  of  a  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe 

between 


between  the  feveral  conftituent  parts  of  the  empire 
heretofore  the  foie  objects  of  parliamentary  inltitu 
tions ;  but  for  the  Jingle  purpofe  of  levying  money  up, 

us. 


I  ms  i  can  an  v  innovation;  and  a  molt  dange¬ 
rous  innovation.  It  may  perhaps  be  objected,  that 
Great-Britain  has  a  right  to  lay  what  duties  (he 
pleafes  upon  her  f  exports,  and  it  makes  no  diffe¬ 
rence  to  us,  whether  they  are  paid  here  or  there. 

To  this  I  anfwer.  Thefe  colonies  require  many 
things  for  their  ufe,  which  the  laws  of  Great-Bri¬ 
tain  prohibit  them  from  getting  any  where  but  from 
her.  Such  are  paper  and  glafs. 

That  we  may  be  legally  bound  to  pay  any  gene¬ 
ral  duties  on  thele  commodities,  relative  to  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  trade,  is  granted  ;  but  we  being  obliged 
by  her  laws  to  take  them  from  Great-Britain ,  any 
jpecial dunes  impofed  on  their  exportation  to  us  only , 
with  intention  toraifea  revenue  from  us  onlyy  are  as 

much 
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Inuch  taxes  upon  us,  as  thofe  impofed  by  the 
fiamp-aS. 

What  is  the  .difference  in  fubftance  and  right , 
whether  the  fame  fum  is  raifed  upon  us  by  the  rates 
mentioned  in  the  ftamp-aft,  on  the  ufe  of  paper,  or 
by  thefe  duties,  on  the  importation  of  it?  It  is  no¬ 
thing  but  the  edition  of  a  former  book,  with  a  new 
title-page. 

Suppofe  the  duties  were  made  payable  in  Great- 

Britain  ? 

It  fignifies  nothing  to  us,  whether  they  are  to  be 
paid  here  or  there.  Had  the  ftamp-att  direfted,  that 
all  the  paper  fhculd  be  landed  at  Florida ,  and  the 
duties  paid  there,  before  it  was  brought  to  the  Britijh 
colonies,  would  the  aft  have  raifed  lefs  money  upon 
us,  or  have  been  lefs  deftruftive  of  our  rights  ?  By 
no  means  :  For  as  we  were  under  a  necefiity  of 
ufing  the  paper,  we  fhould  have  been  under  the 
necefiity  of  paying  the  duties.  Thus,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  a  like  neceftily  will  fubjeft  us,  if  this  aft 
continues  in  force,  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  now 
impofed. 

Why  was  the  ft  amp- act  then  fo  pernicious  to 
freedom  ?  It  did  not  enaft,  that  every  man  in  the 
colonies  Jhould  buy  a  certain  quantity  of  paper — - 
No  :  it  only  direfted,  that  no  inftrument  of  writing 
fhould  be  valid  in  law,  if  not  made  on  ftamped 
paper, 

The  makers  of  that  aft  knew  full  well,  that  the 
confufions  that  would  arife  from  the  difufe  of  wri¬ 
tings,  would  compel  the  colonies  to  ufe  the  ftamped 
paper,  and  therefore  to  pay  the  taxes  impofed.  For 
this  reafon  the  ftamp-att  was  faid  to  be  a  law  that 

would 
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would  execute  itself.  For  the  very  fame  rea- 
ion,  the  laft  ad  of  parliament,  if  it  is  granted  to 
have  any  force  here,  will  execute  itself,  and 
will  be  attended  with  the  very  fame  confequences  to 
American  liberty. 

Some  perfons  perhaps  may  fay,  that  this  aft  lays 
us  under  no  neceffitv  to  pay  the  duties  impofed,  be¬ 
came  we  may  ourfelves  manufafture  the  articles  on 
which  they  are  laid  ;  whereas  by  the ftamp-aft  no  in- 
flrument  of  wiiting  could  be  good,  unlefs  made  on 
Britijh  paper,  and  that  too  ftamped. 

Such  an  objection  amounts  to  no  more  than  this, 
that  the  injury  reluking  to  thefe  colonies,  from  the 
total  difule  of  Britijh  paper  and  glafs,  will  not  b tfo 
afflicting  as  that  which  would  have  rebuked  from  the 
total  diluie  of  writing  among  them  ;  for  by  that 
means  even  th zjtamp-att  might  have  been  eluded. 
Why  then  was  it  univerlally  detefted  by  them  as 
flavery  itfelf  ?  Becaufe  it  preiented  to  thefe  devoted 
provinces  nothing  but  a  choice  of  calamities,  imbit- 
lered  by  indignities,  each  of  which  it  was  unworthy 
or  freemen  to  bear.  But  is  no  injury  a  violation  of 
right  but  the  gredtejl  injury  ?  If  the  eluding  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  taxes  im poled  by  the  fiamp-ctdf  would 
have  fubjefted  us  to  a  more  dreadful  inconvenience, 
than  the  eluding  the  payment  of  thofe  impofed  by 
the  late  aft;  does  it  therefore  follow,  that  the  laft 
is  no  violation  of  our  rights,  though  it  is  calculated 
for  the  fame  purpole  the  other  was,  that  is,  to  raife 
money  upon  us ,  without  our  consent  ? 

This  would  be  making  right  to  confift,  notin  an 
exemption  from  injury ,  but  from  a  certain  degree  cf 
injury . 

But  the  obj;ftors  may  further  fay,  that  we  fhall 
fuft'er  no  injury  at  all  by  the  difule  of  Britijh  paper 

and 
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and  glafs.  We  might  not,  if  we  could  make  as  much 
as  we  want.  But  can  any  man,  acquainted  with 
America ,  believe  this  poffible  ?  1  am  told  there  are 
but  two  or  three  glafs-boufes  on  this  continent,  and 
but  very  few  paper-mills  ;  and  fuppofe  more  fhould 
be  ereCted,  a  long  courfe  of  years  muft  elapfe,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  brought  to  perfection.  This  con¬ 
tinent  is  a  country  of  planters,  farmers,  and  fifher- 
men  ;  not  of  manufacturers.  The  difficulty  of 
eftablifhing  particular  manufactures  in  fuch  a  coun¬ 
try,  is  almoft  infuperable.  For  one  manufacture  is 
connected  with  others  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  may 
be  faid  to  beimpoffible  to  eftablifh  one  or  two,  with¬ 
out  eftablifhing  feveral  others.  The  experience  of 
many  nations  may  convince  us  of  this  truth. 

Inexprefiible  therefore  muft  be  our  diftreffes  in 
evading  the  late  aCts,  by  the  difufe  of  Briti/h  paper 
and  glafs.  Nor  will  this  be  the  exrent  of  our  mis¬ 
fortune,  if  we  admit  the  legality  of  that  aCt. 

Great-Britain  has  prohibited  the  manufacturing  iron 
and  fteel  in  thefe  colonies,  without  any  objection  to 
her  right  of  doing  it.  The  like  right  fhe  muft  have 
to  prohibit  any  other  manufacture  among  us.  Thus 
fhe  is  poffefied  of  an  undifputed  precedent  on  that 
point.  This  authority,  (lie  will  fay,  is  founded  on 
the  original  intention  of  fettling  thefe  colonics  ;  that 
is,  that  file  fhould  manufacture  for  them,  and  that 
they  fhould  fupply  her  with  materials.  The  equity 
of  this  policy,  fhe  will  alfo  fay,  has  been  universally 
acknowledged  by  the  colonics,  who  never  have 
made  ffie  leaft  objection  to  ftatutes  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  will  further  appear  by  the  mutual  benefits  flow¬ 
ing  from  this  ufage,  ever  fince  the  fettle  me  nt  of  thefe 
colonies. 

Our  great  advocate,  Mr.  Pitt ,  in  his  fpeeches  on 
the  debate  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  ft  amp-aft  ^ 

acknow* 


(  16  ) 

acknowledged,  that  Great-Britain could  retrain  our 
manufactures.  His  words  are  thefe — “This  king¬ 
dom,  as  the  fupreme  governing  and  legiflative 
power,  has  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  re¬ 
gulations  and  restrictions  in  trade,  in  naviga¬ 
tion,  in  manufactures — in  every  thing,  except 
that  of  taking  the  money  out  of  their  pGckets ,  without 
their  consent.”  Again  he  fays,  “  we  may  bind 
their  trade,  confine  their  manufactures,  and 
exercife  every  power  whatever,  except  that  of  taking 
their  money  cut  of  their  pockets^  without  their 


consent. 
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Here  then,  my  dear  countrymen,  rouse  your- 
felves,  and  behold  the  ruin  hanging  over  your 
heads.  If  you  ONCE  admit,  that  Great-Britain 
may  lay  duties  upon  her  exportations  to  us,  for  the 
purpofe  of  levying  money  on  us  only ,  fhe  then  will  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  lay  thofe  duties  on  the  arti¬ 
cles  which  fhe  prohibits  us  to  manufacture— and 
the  tragedy  of  American  liberty  is  finifhed.  We 
have  been  prohibited  from  procuring  manufactures, 
in  all  cafes,  any  where  but  from  Great-Britain  (ex¬ 
cepting  linens,  which  we  are  permitted  to  import 
direCtly  from  Ireland .)  We  have  been  prohibited, 
in  fome  cafes,  from  manufacturing  for  ourfelves; 
and  may  be  prohibited  in  others.  We  are  therefore 
exaCtly  in  the  fituation  of  a  city  befieged,  which  is 
furrounded  by  the  works  cf  the  befiegers  in  every 
part  but  one .  If  that  is  clofed  up,  no  ftep  can  be 
taken,  but  to  furrender  at  difcretion .  If  Great-Bri¬ 
tain  can  order  us  to  come  to  her  for  necefiaries  we 
want,  and  can  order  us  to  pay  what  taxes  file  pleales 
before  we  take  them  away,  or  when  we  land  them 
here,  we  are  as  abjeCt  (laves  as  France  and  Poland 
can  fhew  in  wooden  (hoes,  and  with  uncombed 
hair  *. 

*  The  peafantsof  France  wear  wooden  (hoes ;  and  the  vafTals 
of  Poland  are  remarkable  for  matted  hair,  which  never  can  be 
combed,  _  , 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  the  nature  of  the  neceflities  of  dependant 
Hates,  caufed  by  the  policy  of  a  governing  one,  for 
her  own  benefit,  may  be  elucidated  by  a  fact  men¬ 
tioned  in  hiftory.  When  the  Carthaginians  were 
pofTeffed  of  the  ifland  of  Sardinia ,  they  made  a  de¬ 
cree*  that  the  Sardinians  fliould  not  raife  corn ,  nor 
get  it  any  other  way  than  from  the  Carthaginians . 
Then*  by  impofing  any  duties  they  would  upon  it, 
they  drained  from  the  miferable  Sardinians  any  fums 
they  pleafed ;  and  whenever  that  oppreffed  people 
made  the  leafi  movement  to  aflert  their  liberty,  their 
tyrants  ftarved  them  to  death  or  fubmiffion.  This 
may  be  called  the  moft  perfect  kind  of  political  ne- 
ceflity. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  this  uncontro¬ 
vertible  conclufion  may  be  deduced,  that  when  a 
ruling  (late  obliges  a  dependant  Hate  to  take  certain 
commodities  from  her  alone,  it  is  implied  in  the 
nature  of  that  obligation ;  is  effentially  requifite  to 
give  it  the  lead:  degree  of  juftice  ;  and  is  infeparably 
united  with  it,  in  order  to  prelerve  any  fhare  of  free¬ 
dom  to  the  dependant  ftate;  that  thoje  Commodities 
Jhould  never  he  loaded  with  ditties ,  for  the  sole 
PURPOSE  OF  LE WING  MONEY  Oil  the  DE PEN D ANT 
STATE. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fingle  queftion  is,  whether 
the  parliament  can  legally  impofe  duties  to  be  paid 
by  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  only ,  fopv  the  sole  pur¬ 
pose  of  raising  a  revenue,  on  commodities  which 
floe  obliges  us  to  take  from  her  alone ;  or,  in  other 
words,  whether  the  parliament  can  legally  take  mo¬ 
ney  out  of  our  pockets,  without  our  confenr.  If 
they  can,  our  boafled  liberty  is  but 

V ox  et  pr&terea  nihil . 

A  found,  and  nothing  elfe. 

AFARME  R« 

C 
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LETTER  lir. 


Beloved  Countrymen. 

R  E  j  O I  C  E  to  find,  that  my  two  former  let¬ 
ters  to  you,  have  been  generally  received  with 


JL  fo  much  favour  by  fuch  of  you,  whofe  fenti- 
ments  l  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing.  Could 
you  look  into  my  heart,  you  would  inftantly  per¬ 
ceive  an  ardent  affection  for  your  perfons,  a  zealous 
attachment  to  your  interefts,  a  lively  refentment  or 
every  infult  and  injury  offered  to  your  honour  or  hap- 
pinefs,  and  an  inflexible  refolution  to  aflfert  your 
rights,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  weak  power,  to  be  the 
only  motives  that  have  engaged  me  to  addrefs  you. 

I  am  no  further  concerned  in  any  thing  affecting 
America ,  than  anyone  of  you ;  and  when  liberty  leaves 
it,  I  can  quit  it  much  more  conveniently  than  mod 
of  you:  but  while  divine  providence,  that  gave  me 
exiftence  in  a  land  of  freedom,  permits  my  head  to  - 
think,  my  lips  to  fpeak,  and  my  hands  to  move,  I 
(ball  fo  highly  and  gratefully  value  the  bleffing  re¬ 
ceived,  as  to  take  care,  that  my  fflence  and  inacti¬ 
vity  (hail  not  give  my  implied  affent  to  any  act,  de¬ 


grad  in 
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grading  my  brethren  and  myfelf  from  the  birthright11 
wherewith  heaven  itfelf  “  hath  made  us  free  &  4 

Sorry  I  am  to  learn,  that  there  are  fome  few  per- 
ions,  who  fliake  their  heads  with  folemn  motion, 
and  pretend  to  wonder,  what  can  be  the  meaning 
Qi  thefe  letters.  “  Great- Britain,”  they  iav  “k 
too  powerful  to  contend  with;  the  is  determined  to 

SrtheS  \h  13 • 10  Vam  t0  fpC2k  °f  ri§ht  on  one 

tide  when  there  is  power  on  the  other;  when  we 
are  ftrong  enough  to  refill:,  we  fhall  attempt  it-  but 
now  we  are  not  ftrong  enough,  and  therefore  we’  had 
b  ,tr  be  quiet;  it  fignifies  nothing  to  convince  us 

them°Urapf  hfS  3re  nVi 'ed*  when  we  cannot  defend 
,  ’  ,aRd  we  fliould  get  into  riots  and  tumults 

°pt  tke  ]a£e  !c  will  only  draw  down  heavier 

difpieafure  upon  us.”  r 

What  can  fuch  men  defign  ?  What  do  their  -rave 

oofervations  amount  to,  but  this - “  that°thefe‘ 

colonies,  tota  ly  regardlefs  of  their  liberties,  fhou'd 

WjH  humble  reflgna£'-on,  to  chancl 
and  fhe  tender  mercies  of  minijlers 

Are  thefe  men  ignorant,  that  ufurpations,  whi-h 
nngnt  have  been  fuccefsfully  oppofed  at  firft  ac- 

Kbfe^n  ^  COnCim!ance>  and  thus  become  ir- 

coWb l  r  Chey  C°ndemn  the  rondudof  thefe 
(n  „  !!  concerning  the  Jiamp-aB  ?  Or  have  thev 

thaf°r  KS  fu^ce,fFui  _i:fue?  Ought  the  colonies  at 

t^rS  of  fT  aS  the>'  did’  ^  ^ve 

rjfv  f.  \c  ■  r  rt  1  ’  [°  t!ie  fortuitous  events  of  futu- 
“}•  it  it  is  needlefs  to  “  fpeak  of  rights”  now 

,was  as  needlcfs  then.  If  t*he  behaviour  of  the 
S^!-S.pr^  and  glorious  then,  and  fuc-  ' 
‘f  0i  !C  Wld  be  equally  prudent;  and  glorious 


*  Gal.  V.  I6 
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to  aft  in  the  fame  manner  now,  if  our  rights  are 
equally  invaded,  and  may  be  as  fuccefsful.  There¬ 
fore  it  becomes  necefifary  to  enquire,  whether  “our 
rights  are  invaded?”  To  talk  of  “  defending 
them,  as  if  they  could  be  no  otherwife  “  defended 
than  by  arms,  is  as  much  out  of  the  way,  as  it  a 
man  having  a  choice  of  feveral  roads  to  reach  his 
journey’s  end,  (hould  prefer  the  work,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  worft. 

As  to  “  riots  and  tumults,”  the  gentlemen  who 
are  fo  apprehenfive  of  them,  are  much  miftaken,  it 
they  think,  that  grievances  cannot  be  redrellea 

without  fuch  aftiftance. 

I  will  now  tell  the  gentlemen,  what  is  “  the 
meaning  of  thefe  letters.”  The  meaning  of  them 
”,  to  convince  the  people  of  thefe  colonies,  that 
they  are  at  this  moment  expofed  to  the  moft  immi¬ 
nent  dangers ;  and  to  perfuade  them 
vigoroufly,  and  unanimoufly,  to  exert  themfelves, 
in  the  moft  firm,  but  moft  peaceable  manner,  for 

obtaining  relief. 

The  caufe  of  liberty  is  a  caufe  of  too  much  dig- 
rity  to  be  fullied  by  turbulence  and  tumult.  It 
ouaht  to  be  maintained  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  her 
namre  Thole  who  engage  in  it,  fhould  breat 
r  *  yef  fervent  fpirit,  animating  them  to  aftions 
rf juflict  modefty.  bravery,  human, ty 

and  magnanimity. 

To  fuch  a  wonderful  degree  were  the  antient 
Spartans,  as  brave  and  free  a  people  as  ever  exifted, 

m  K  evYen  in  K  battles  the  ule  of  trumpets, 
'and  other  inftruments  for  exciting  heat  and  rage. 
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tfiey  marched  np  to  fcenes  of  havock  and  horror^, 
with  the  found  of  fi:,tes,  to  the  tunes  of  which  their 
fteps  kept  pace—  vC  exhibiting>5,  as  Plutarch  fays, 
“  at  once  a  terrible  and  delightful  fight,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  a  deliberate  valour,  full  of  hope  and 

good  a durance,  as  if  fome  divinity  had  lenfiblv 

affified  them.’* 

/ 

I  hope,  my  dear  countrymen,  that  you  will,  in 
every  colony,  be  upon  your  guard  againft  thofe, 
who  may  at  any  time  endeavour  to  ftir  you  up,  un¬ 
der  pretences  of  patriotifm,  to  any  meafures,  dif- 
refpedtful  to  our  Sovereign  and  our  mother  coun¬ 
ty*  Hot,  rafh,  difbrderly  proceedings,  injure 
the  reputation  of  a  people,  as  to  vvifdorn,  valour 
and  virtue,  without  procuring  them  the  lead:  be¬ 
nefit.  I  pray  GOD,  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  in¬ 
spire  you  and  your  pofterity,  to  thelateft  ages,  with 
that  fpirit  of  which  1  have  an  idea,  but  find  a  diffi¬ 
culty  to  exprefs.  To  exprefs  it  in  the  belt  manner 
I  can,  I  mean  a  fpirit,  that  ffiall  fo  guide  you,  that 
it  will  be  impoffible  to  determine  whether  an  Ame¬ 
rican' %  character  is  mod  diftinguiffiable,  for  his  loy¬ 
alty  to  his  Sovereign,  his  duty  to  his  rnorher  coun¬ 
try  ;  his  love  of  freedom,  or  his  affeftion  for  his  na¬ 
tive  foil. 

Every  government  at  fome  time  or  other  falls 
into  wrong  meafures.  T  hefe  may  proceed  from 
miftake  or  pafiion.  But  every  fuch  meafure  does 
not  diffolve  the  obligation  between  the  governors 
and  the  governed.  The  miftake  may  be  correfted ; 
the  paffion  may  pals  over.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  go¬ 
verned  to  endeavour  to  rectify  the  miftake,  and  to 
appeals  the  paffion.  They  have  not  at  firft  any 

*  Plutarch  in  tlie  life  of  Lycurgus.  Archbilhop  Potter's  4r- 
<;hsologia  Gneca,  r  '  ' 

C  3  other 
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other  right,  than  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  and 
to  pray  for  red  re  Is,  unlefs  an  emergence  is  fo  prei- 
fing,  as  not  to  allow  time  for  receiving  an  anfwer 
to  their  applications,  which  rarely  happens.  ^  L 
their  applic  ations  are  difregarded,  then  that  kind  ox 
cppofiticn  becomes  juftifiable,  which  can  be  made 
wi'hout  breaking  the  laws,  or  cUli  orbing  be  pub¬ 
lic  peace.  This  confifts  in  the  prevention  of  the  op - 
pr  offers  reaping  advantage  from  their  oppreffions ,  and 
not  in  their  punifhment.  For  experience  may 
teach  them,  what  reafon  did  not;  and  hat ih  me¬ 
thods  cannot  be  proper,  tili  milder  ones  have  railed. 

If  at  length  it  becomes  undoubted,  that  an  in¬ 
veterate  refolution  is  formed  to  annihilate  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  governed,  the  Englifh  hiftory  afforos  fre¬ 
quent  exam,  ies  of  refinance  by  force.  What  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances  will  in  any  future  cafe  jultify 
fuch  refiftance,  can  never  be  ascertained,  tnl  they 
happen.  Perhaps  it  may  be  allowable  to  fay  gene- 
rally,  that  it  never  can  be  juftifiable,  until  the  people 
sre  fully  convinced,  that  any  further fubmifiion 
will  be  deftruftive  to  their  happinefs. 

When  the  appeal  is  made  to  the  Sword,  highly 
t-robable  is  it,  that  the  punifhment  will  exceed  the 
offence  *  and  the  calamities  attending  on  war  out¬ 
weigh  thofe  preceding  it.  Thefe  confiderat.ons  o, 
juftke  and  prudence,  will  always  have  great  inf  u- 

ence  with  good  and  wire  men. 

To  thefe  r  flections  on  this  fubjeft,  it  remains  to 
be  added,  and  ought  forever  to  be  remembered, 
that  refinance,  in  the  cafe  ot  colonies  aga.nft  thar 
mother  country,  is  extremely  cntteient  fiorn  the 
ft  fiance  of  a  people  againft  that  prince.  A  nanon 
may  change  their  king,  or  race  of  kings, 
taining  their  ancient  form  of  government,  oe  gamer 
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by  changing.  Thus  Great- Britain,  under  the  il- 
luftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick ,  a  houle  that  items  to 
flourifh  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  has  found  a 
felicity,  unknown  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stewarts. 
But  if  once  we  are  feparated  from  our  mother  coun¬ 
try,  what  new  form  of  government  fhall  we  adopt, 
or  where  fhall  we  find  another  Britain ,  to  fupply 
our  lofs  ?  Torn  from  the  body,  to  which  we  are 
united  by  religion,  liberty,  laws,  affections,  relation, 
language  and  commerce,  we  mult  bleed  at  every 
vein. 

In  truth' - the  profperity  of  thefe  provinces  is 

founded  in  their  dependance  on  Great -Britain  ;  and 
when  ffie  returns  to  her  cc  old  good  humour,  and 
her  old  good  nature,”  as  Lord  Clarendon  expreffes 
it,  I  hope  they  will  always  think  it  their  duty  and 
intereft,  as  it  moft  certainly  will  be,  to  promote 
her  welfare  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

We  cannot  a£t  with  too  much  caution  in  our  dis¬ 
putes.  Anger  produces  anger  *,  and  diffe  rences, 
that  might  be  accommodated  by  kind  and  relpeft- 
ful  behaviour,  may,  by  imprudence,  be  enlarged  to 
an  incurable  rage.  In  quarrels  between  countries, 
as  well  as  in  thofe  between  individuals,  when  they 
have  riien  to  a  certain  height,  the  firft  caufe  of  dif- 
fenfion  is  no  longer  remembered,  the  minds  of  the 
parties  being  wholly  engaged  in  recollecting  and 
referuing  the  mutual  exprefflors  of  their  diflike. 
When  feuds  have  reached  that  fatal  point,  all  con¬ 
siderations  of  reafon  and  equity  vanilla  ;  and  a  blind 
fury  governs,  or  rather  confounds  all  things.  A 
people  no  longer  regards  their  intereft,  but  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  their  wrath.  The  fway  of  the  Clcpm 

*  Cleon  was  a  popular  firebrand  of  Athens,  and  Clodius  of 
Rome ;  each  of  wnom  plunged  his  country  into  the  decpcit  cala- 

m  ties. 

c4 
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and  Godins' s,  the  defigning  and  deteftable  flatterers 
oi  the  prevailing  paflion,  becomes  confirmed.  Wife 
and  gcod  men  in  vain  oppofe  the  ftorm,  and  may 
think  themfelves  fortunate,  if,  in  attempting  to 
preierve  their  ungrateful  fellow  citizens,  they  do 
not  ruin  themfelves.  Their  prudence  will  be  called 
lafenefs ;  their  moderation  guilt  \  and  if  their  virtue 
does  not  lead  them  to  deftrudtion,  as  that  of  many 
other  great  and  excellent  perfons  has  done,  they 
may  furvive  to  receive  from  their  expiring  country 
the  mournful  glory  of  her  acknowledgment,  that 
their  counfels,  if  regarded,  would  have  faved  her* 

The  conftitutional  modes  of  obtaining  relief,  are 
thofe  which  I  wifh  to  fee  purfued  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  ;  that  is,  by  petitions  of  our  afTemblies,  or 
where  they  are  not  permitted  to  meet,  of  the  people, 
to  the  powers  that  can  afford  us  relief. 

We  have  an  excellent  prince,  in  whofe  good  dif- 
pofitions  towards  us  we  may  confide.  We  have  a, 
generous,  fenfible  and  humane  nation,  to  whom 
we  may  apply.  They  may  be  deceived.  They 
may,  by  artful  men,  be  provoked  to  anger  againfl 
im.  I  cannot  believe  they  will  be  cruel  or  unjuft  ; 
or  that  their  anger  will  be  implacable.  Let  us  be¬ 
have  like  dutiful  children,  who  have  received  un¬ 
merited  blows  from  a  beloved  parent.  Let  us  com¬ 
plain  to  our  parent;  but  let  our  complaints  fpeakat 
the  fame  time  the  language  of  affliction  and  vene¬ 
ration. 

If,  however,  it  (hall  happen,  by  an  unfortunate 
courfe  of  affairs,  that  our  applications  to  his  Ma- 
jefly  and  the  parliament  for  redrefs,  prove  ineffec¬ 
tual,  let  us  then  take  another  Jlep,  by  with-hold¬ 
ing  from  Great-Bxitain  all  the  advantages  fhe  has 
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been  ufed  to  receive  from  us.  Then  let  us  try,  if 
our  ingenuity,  induftry,  and  frugality,  will  not 
oive  weight  to  our  remonftrances.  Let  us  all  be 
united  with  one  fpirit,  in  one  caule.  Let  us  invent 

_ ,]et  us  work— let  us  fave— let  us,  at  the  fame 

time,  keep  up  our  claim,  and  inceflfantly  repeat  our 
complaints— But,  above  all,  let  us  implore  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  that  infinitely  good  and  gracious  being,  * 
«£  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  juftice.” 


Nil  defperandum, 

TSothing  is  to  be  defpaired  of. 


A  FARMER.’ 

«  4 


l 


y « 

f  Prov.  viii.  15. 

r 
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LETTER  IV, 


Beloved  Countrymen , 

AN  objection,  ]  hear,  has  been  made  againft 
what  I  offered  in  my  fecond  letter,  which  I 
would  willingly  Ciear  up  before  I  p:oceed.  4S  There 
is,3?  fay  thefe  objedors,  44  a  material  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  ft  amp -ad  and  the  late  a£t  for  laying  a  duty 
on  paper,  &c,  that  juftines  the  conduft  of  thole 
wno  oppofed  the  former,  and  yet  are  willing  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  latter.  The  duties  impcfed  by  the Jlamp- 
Qft  were  internal  taxes;  but  the  prefent  are  external , 
ana  therefore  the  parliament  may  have  a  right  to 
irnpofe  them/3 

To  this  I  anfwer,  with  a  total  denial  of  the 
power  of  parliament  to  Jay  upon  thefe  colonies  any 
64  tax 53  whatever, 

i 

This  point,  being  fo  important  to  this,  and  to 
fucceeding  generations,  I  wifh  to  be  clearly  under- 
ftood. 

io  the  word  c<  tax”  I  annex  that  meaning  which 
the  conftitution  and  hiflory  of  England  require  to 

be 


T, 
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tie  annexed  to  It-,  that  Is-—  that  it  is  an  impofition 
on  the  fubjeft,  for  the  foie  purpoie  or  levying  mo¬ 
ney. 

1 

In  th'*  early  ages  of  our  monarchy,  certain  fer- 

vices  were  rendered  to  the  crown  for  the  general 

oood  Thefe  were  perfonal  *  :  but,  in  procets  0! 

Time’  fuch  inftitutions  being  found  inconvenient, 

nfts  and  grants  of  their  own  property  were  made  by 

the  people,  under  the  feveral.  names  of  aids,  talia- 

oes,  tafks,  taxes  and  fubfidies,  &c.  1  n.efe  were 

made,  as  may  be  cohered  even  from  the  names,  tor 

nubiic  fcrvice  upon  “  need  anti  neceffity  +.  .  All 

fhefe  fums  were  levied  upon  the  people  by  virtue 

of  their  voluntary  gift  t.  "I  heir  cehgn  was  to  iup- 

porC 

*  It  is  very  worthy  of  remark,  how  watchful  our  wife  an¬ 
chors  were,  leii  their  fey-vices  fhould  he  encreated  beyond 
what  the  law  allowed.  No  man  was  bound  to  go  out  ot  the 
realm  to  ferve  the  King.  Therefore,  even  in  the  conquering 
reiem  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  when  the  martial  fpint  or  the  nation 
was  highly  emlamed  by  the  heroic  courage  of  their  Prince,  and 
by  his* rear  fuccefs,  they  flill  carefully  guarded  agatnft  the  efta- 
blithment  of  illegal  fervices.  “  When  this  point  ((ays  Lord 
Chief  lullice  Cuke)  concerning  maintenance  cf  wars  out  of  Eng¬ 
land,  came  in  queftion,  the  commons  did  make  their  continual 
claim  of  their  antient  freedom  and  birthright,  as  in  the  firft  ot 
Henn-the  Fifth,  and  in  the  l'evcn th  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  Uc.  the 
COMMONS  made  a  PROTEST,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  the 
maintenance  of  war  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  Calico,  France,  l  o>- 
mandy,  or  other  foreign  parts,  and  caui'ed  their  PRO  1  bS  .  0 
be  entered  into  the  parliament  rolls,  where  they  yet  lematn  ; 
which,  in  effett,  agreeth  with  that  which,  upon  like  cccafion, 
was  made  in  the  parliament  of  25th  Edward  1.  2d  Infv.  p-  52;” 

+  4tb  Inft.  p.  28.  , 

j  Reges  Anolis,  nihil  tale ,  niji  conwocatis  pritms  cream  jus,  ez 

a  [Tent  lent  e  tcpulc  fufeipiunt,  tail.  Lomines.  r  ,  , 

Thefe  gitis'  tnurdy  depending  on  the  pleasure  of  tne  donors, 
were  proportioned  to  the  abilities  of  the  feveral  ranks  cf  pt  ep.e 
who  gave,  and  were  regulated  by  their  opinion  or  t..e  public  ne¬ 
cessities  Thus  Edward  I.  had  in  his  nth  year  a  thirtieth  from 
the  laity ,  a  twentieth  from  the  clergy,  in  his  2id  year  a  terth 
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port  the  national  honour  and  interefh  Some  of  thofc 
grants  comprehended  duties  arifmg  from  trade;  be¬ 
ing  imports  on  merchandizes.  Thefe  Lord  ChiT 
Juftice  Coke  dalles  under  cc  fLibfidies>^>  and  ct  par 
liamentary  aids'.^  They  are  alfo  called  “cuftoms” 
But  whatever  the  name  was,  they  were  always  con- 

fidered  as  gifts  of  the  people  to  the  crown 9  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  public  ifes , 

Commerce  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  furprizing  in- 
{lances  might  be  produced  how  LttJe  it  was  attend* 
£d  to  for  a  fup eeflion  of  ages.  The  terms  that  have 
been  mentioned,  and,  among  the  reft,,  that  of 
taXy  had  obtained  a  national*  parliamentary 
meaning,  drawn  from  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution,  long  before  any  Englijhman  thought  of  regu¬ 
lations  of  trade ,  by  the  impofuion  of  duties, 

jrom  the  laity ,  2  fixth  from  Eondony  and  other  corporate  town?, 
half  of  their  benefices  from  the  clergy  ;  in  his  23d  year  an  eleventh 
from  the  barons  and  others,  a  tenth  from  the  clergy ,  a  feventh 
f  om  the  bui gejjes ,  Sc c.  Hume  s  Hijl .  cf England, 

The  fame  difference  in  the  grants  of  the  feveral  ranks  is  ob- 
fervable  in  other  reigns. 

In  the  famous  ftatute  de  tallagio  non  concedendo ,  the  king  enu¬ 
merates  the  fevera!  clajfes ,  without  vvhofe  confenr,  he  and  his 

heirs  never  fhould  let  or  levy  any  tax- - “  nullum  tallagiumy 

vel  aux ilium  per  nos ,  vel  hceredes  nojlros  in  regno  nef,  0  ponatur  feu 
levetur ,  fine  voluntate  et  ajfenfu  archiepifcoporum ,  epifeoporum, 
comitum ,  baronum 3  militumy  burgenfiumy  et  ahorum  liberorum  com . 
de  regno  nofir 0.”  34th  Edward  j . 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke ,  in  his  comment  on  thefe  words,  fays 
—  i(  for  the  quieting  of  the  commons ,  and  for  a  perpetual 
and  conflant  Jaw  for  ever  after. ,  both  in  this  and  other  like 
cases,  this  ad  was  made.’'  “  Thefe  words  are  plain,  with¬ 
out  ANY  SCRUPLE,  Clbfolute ,  WITHOUT  ANY  SAVING.”  2d 

Coke's  In  ft.  p.  ^32,  533.  Little  did  the  venerable  judge  iipa- 
gi°e,  that  *4  other  like  cafes  ’  would  happen,  in  which  the  fpi- 
mof  this  law  would  be  ddpifed  by  Evrlijkmcn ,  the  pofterity  of 
thefe  who  made  it. 

i  ‘  r  *  . -  - 


W  henever 
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Whenever  we  {peak  of  “  taxes  ”  among  Eng¬ 
lishmen,  let  us  therefore  fpeak  of  them  with  reference 
to  the  intentions  with  which,  and  the  principles  on 
which  they  have  been  eftabJifhed.  This  will  give 

certainty  to  our  expreflion,  and  fafety  to  our  con¬ 
duct  •  but  if,  when  we  have  in  view  the  licerty  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  the  influence  of  taxes  laid  with¬ 
out  our  confenr,  we  proceed  in  any  other  courfe, 
we  purfue  a  Juno  *  indeed,  but  {hall  only  catch  a 

cloud. 

In  the  national,  parliamentary  fenfe  infilled  on, 
the  word  “  taxT”  was  certainly  underftood  by  the 
congrefs  at  New-Tork,  whofe  refolves  may  be  faid 
to  form  the  American  “  bill  of  rights. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  fixth  refolves,  are 
thus  expreffed. 

III.  “  That  it  is  infeparably  effential  to  toe  free¬ 
dom  of  a  people ,  and  the  undoubted  right  of  Englijh- 
men ,  that  NO  TAX  be  impofed  on  them,  but  with 
their  own  confint ,  given  perlonally,  or  by  their 
prefentativer.” 

IV.  “  That  the  people  of  the  colonies  are  nor, 
and,  from  their  local  circumftances,  cannot  be  re¬ 
presented  in  the  houfe  of  commons  in  Great-Bri- 

Sain” 

V.  “  That  the  only  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
of  the  colonies,  are  the  perfons  cholen  therein  by 
themfelves  ;  and  that  NO  TAXES  ever  have  been* 

*  The  Goddefs  of  Empire,  in  the  Heathen  Mythology  ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  ancient  fable,  Ixion  purfued  her,  but  fne  efc3ped 

in  a  cloud.  .  .  , 

<j-  In  this  fenfe  Montefjuieu.  ufes  the  word  “  tax,  m  his  1 3th 

book  of  Spirit  of  Laws, 


or 
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Or  can  he  conftitutionalfy  impofed 

their  refpeaiveleginatuI4.»P 


on  them,  but  by 


■  } 1  na‘  ALLfu/p’ies  to  the  crown,  bein»  f-ce 
g>  s  of  the  people,  ic  i,  unreafonable,  and  mconfifient 

Trn  tjpnC  fliS,andAtrit  °f  the  Bntjfh  coijiitl 
n°r  t,e  f,e°P!e  of  Or. eat-. Britain  to  grant  to  his 
Majefty  the  property  of  the  colonies” 

exUmoudd  di!]in.aion  between  internal  and 
f  j, ~a‘  Ic  13  evident  from  the  fhort  reafon- 

f  -  r/°Vm»  cbat  every  impofition 
o  n-3  t  to  his  Majefty  the  property  of  the  colonies  ” 
was  thought  a  fax;  and  chat  every  fuch  impofition, 

lf  Lud  ap:y  °jher  w’3y,  but  “  With  their  confent,  d- 
ven  P,r,° -a!  °.r  by  their  representatives,”  was 

noC  °fj  ‘  uoreafonabJe,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
prmci-des  and  fptrit  of  the  Britijh  confutation ,”  but 
deurucuve  “  to  the  freedom  of  a  people.” 

-s.  his  language  is  clear  and  important.  A  “  tax  ” 
means  an  impofition  to  raife  money.  Such  perfons 
therefore  as  .peak  of  internal  And  external  “  r  ax e s  ” 

j.  Pray  m27  Par-i°n  me,  if  I  objeft  to  that  expre’f- 
f.on,  as  applied  to  the  privileges  and  interefts  of 

tiiei“  co;omes-  r  1  here  may  be  internal  and  external 
JMPwij  ions,  founded  on  different  principles,  and 
having  different  tendencies  ;  every  “  tax  ”‘bein<*  an 
impofition,  though  every  impofition  is  not  a  “  tax.” 

L  uc  all  taxes  are  founded  on  the  fame  principle  ■,  anu 
hive  the  fame  tendency . 

*  \ 

External  impofitions,  for  the  regulation  of  our 
trade,  do  not  “  grant  to  his  Majefty  the  property  of 
toe  co a) me s.”  They  only  prevent  the  colonies  acqui¬ 
ring  property,  m  things  not  neceftary,  in  a  manner 
ju  to  be  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
empire.  Lut  the  laft  ftatute refpedting  us,  “grants 
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to  his  Majefty  the  property  of  the  colonies by  faying 
duties  on  the  manufactures  of  Great-Britain  which 
they  must  take,  and  which  fhe  fettled  them,  oa 
purpofe  that  they  should  take. 

What  *  tax  can  be  more  internal  than  this? 
Here  is  money  drawn,  without  their  ccnfent ,  from  a 

fociety, 

*  It  feems  to  he  evident,  that  Mr.  Pitt ,  in  his  defence  of 
America ,  during  the  debate  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  ffarrip- 
aft,  by  44  internal  taxes,”  meant  any  duties  44  for  the  purpofe  of 
railing  a  revenue  5”  and  by  external  taxes,”  meant  44  duties  itn- 
pofed  for  the  regulation  of  trade.”  His  expreflions  are  thefc— 
44  If  the  gentleman  does  not  underhand  the  difference  between 
internal  and  external  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it;  but  there  is  a  plain 
diftinftion between  taxes  levied  for  the  purposes  op  raising 
a  revenue,  and  duties  irnpofed  for  the  regulation  of 
trade,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fubjeft  ;  although,  in  the 
confequences,  fome  revenue  might  incidentally  arife  from  the 
latter.” 

Thefe  words  were  in  Mr.  Fifth  reply  to  Mr.  Grenville ,  who 
faid  he  could  not  underhand  the  difference  between  external  and 
internal  taxes.  But  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  firff  fpeech,.  had  made  no 
iuch  diilindhon  ;  and  his  meaning,  when  he  mentions  the  di- 
itin&ion,  appears  to  be - - -that  by  44  external  taxes,”  he  in¬ 

tended  impofition?,.  for  the  purpofe  of  regulating  the  intercourse 
©r  the  colonies  with  others ;  and  by  44  internal  taxes,”  he  intend¬ 
ed  impofitions,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  money  from  them. 

In  every  other  part  of  his  [peaches  on  that  occafion,  his  words 
confirm  this  conftruflton  of  his  expreffionc.  The  following  ex- 

tra&s  will  (hew  how  pofitive  and  general  were  his  alfertions  of 
our  right. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  the  colonies.”— -  The  Americans  are  the  sons,  not 
the  bastards  of  England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  go¬ 
verning  or  legijlative  power.”—.44  The  taxes  are  a  voluntary 
gijc  and  grant  of  the  commons  alone.  In  legislation  the 
three  e  dates  of  the  realm  are  alike  concerned,  but  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  peers  and  the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  necelfa- 
ry  to  dole  with  the  form  of  a  law.  The  gift  and  cr  ant  is  of 
thecoMMONs  alone.”- — 14  The dillinflion  between  legislati¬ 
on  and  taxation  is  ejjentially  necejfary  to  liberty .” — 44  The  com¬ 
mons  of  America,  reprefented  in  their  fcveral  affemblies,  have 
ever  been  in  poffeflion  of  the  exercife  of  this,  their  conffitutional 
right,  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money.  They 

would 
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fodety,  who  have  constantly  enjoyed  a  conftitiitiorc^ 
al  mode  of  raifing  all  money  among  their  felveSo 
The  payment  of  this  tax  they  have  no  pofTibie  me¬ 
thod  of  avoiding  ;  as  they  cannot  do  without  the 
commodities  on  which  it  is  laid,  and  they  cannot 
manufacture  thefe  commodities  themfe^/es.  Be- 
fides,  if  this  unhappy  country  (hould  be  fo  lucky  as 
to  elude  this  aCl,  by  getting  parv  hment  enough,  in 
the  place  of  paper,  or  by  reviving  the  antient  me¬ 
thod  of  writing  on  wax  and  bark ,  and  by  inventing 
fomething  to  ferve  inftead  of  glafs,  her  ingenuity 
would  (land  her  in  little  ftead  ;  for  then  the  parlia¬ 
ment  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  prohibit  fuch 
manufactures,  or  to  lay  a  tax  on  hats  and  woollen 
cloths y  which  they  have  already  prohibited  the  colo¬ 
nies  from  fupplying  each  other  with  ;  or  on  inftru- 
ments  and  tools  of  ft  eel  and  iron,  which  they  have 
prohibited  the  provincials  from  manufacturing  at 

vjoidd  have  been  SLAVES,  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  /V.”— <c  The 
idea  of  a  virtual  reprefentation  of  A?nerica  in  this  houfe,  is  the 
moft  contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  man, 
Ic  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  refutation.” 

He  afterwards  fhews  the  unreafonablenefs  of  Great -Britain 

taxing  America ,  thus - ~e<  When  I  had  the  honour  of  ferving 

his  Majeily,  i  availed  myfelf  of  the  means  of  information,  which 
I  derived  from  my  office:  I  speak  therefore  from  know¬ 
ledge.  My  materials  were  good.  I  was  at  pains  to  collect,  to 
digefl,  tojconfder  them  ,*  and  Jvjillbe  bold  to  affirtii,  that  the  profit 
to  Great-Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  through  all  its 
branches,  is  two  millions  a  year.  ’This  is  the  fund  that 
carried  you  triumphantly  through  the  laft  war.  The  ellates  that 
were  rented  at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  threefcore  years  ago, 
are  at  three  thoufand  pounds  at  prefent.  Thofe  ellates  fold  then 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  purchafe  ;  the  fame  may  now  be 
fold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to  America.  This  is  the 
price  that  America  pays  yo-j  for  her  protect  ion.  ” 
_ —  “  I  dare  not  fay  how  much  higher  thefe  profits  may  be 

augmented.” - “  Upon  the  whole,"  1  will  beg  leave  to  tel! 

the  heufewhat  is  really  my  opinion;  it  is,  that  the  flamp-aft  be 
repealed  abf  dutely,  totally,  and  immediately.  That  the  reafon 
for  the  repeal  be  afiiyned,  bccaufe  it  was  founded  on  an  er¬ 
roneous  PRINCIPLE.” 

all  t 
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all* :  And  then,  what  little  gold  and  filver  they 
have,  mull  be  torn  from  their  hands,  or  they  will 
not  be  able,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  get  an  ax~h,  for 
cutting  their  firewood,  nor  a  plough,  for  raifing 
their  food.  In  what  refpecf,  therefore,  1  beg  leave 
to  afk,  is  the  late  a£t  preferable  to  the  ftamp-a6t, 
or  more  confident  with  the  liberties  of  the  colonies  ? 
For  my  own  part,  I  regard  them  both  with  equal 
apprehenfion )  and  think  they  ought  to  be  in  the 
fame  manner  oppofed. 

Ilabemus  quidem  fenatus  confultum - tanquam 

gladium  in  vagina  repojitum . 

We  have  a  ffatute,  laid  up  for  future  ufe,  like  a 
fword  in  the  fcabbard. 

A  FARME  R, 


*  And  ih&tpig  and  bar  iron,  made  in  his  Maje  fly’s  colonies 
in  America ,  may  be  furthfr  manufactured  in  this 
kingdom,  be  it  further  ena&ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  'June ,  1750,  no  mill,  or 
other  engine ,  for  fitting  or  rolling  of  iron ,  or  any  plating  forge , 

,  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer ,  or  any  furnace  for  making  feel,  fhail 
be  erefled  ;  or,  after  fuch  ere&ion,  continued  in  any  of  his 
Majesty’s  colonies  in  America,”  23d  Georg?  If.  chap. 
29,  fefh  9. 

f  Though  thefe  particulars  are  mentioned  as  being  abfolutely 
receflary,  yet  perhaps  they  are  not  more  fo  than  glafs  in  our 
fevere  winters,  to  keep  out  the  cold  from  our  houfes ;  or  than 
paper,  without  which  fuch  inexprefiible  confufions  mud  enfue.. 


i> 


LET- 
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LETTER  V. 


Beloved  Countrymen , 

IT)  k  ^  hi  A  P  S  the  objection  to  the  late  act,  im- 
1  p()fmg  duties  upon  paper,  might  have 
beta  lately  relied  on  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
univerfal  conduct  of  parliaments  and  minifters,  from 
the  fir  ft  exiftence  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Mr.  Greenville. 

What  but  the  indifputable,  the  acknowledged  ex- 
clufive  right  of  the  colonies  to  tax  themfelves,  could 
be  the  reafon,  that  in  this  long  period  of  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  no  ftatute  was  ever 
palled  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  on 
the  colonies?  And  how  clear,  how  cogent  mu  ft  that 
reafon  be,  to  which  every  parliament,  and  every 
minifter,  for  io  long  a  time  fubmitted,  without  a 
Jingle  attempt  to  innovate  ? 

England ,  in  part  of  that  courfe  of  years,  and 
Great-Britain ,  in  other  parts,  was  engaged  in  feve- 
ral  fierce  and  expenfive  wars;  troubled  with  fome 
tumultuous  and  bold  parliaments  ;  governed  by 
many  daring  and  wicked  minifters ;  yet  none  cf 
them  ever  ventured  to  touch  the  Palladium  of  Ame¬ 
rican  liberty.  Ambition,  avarice,  faction,  tyranny, 

all 
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all  revered  it.  Whenever  it  was  neceflary  to  raife 
money  on  the  colonies,  the  requifitions  of  the  crown 
were  made,  and  dutifully  complied  with.  The 
parliament,  from  time  to  lime,  regulated  their  trade, 
and  that  of  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  preferve 

tneir  dependence,  and  che  connexion  of  the  whole 
m  good  order. 

The  people  of  Great-Brita'w ,  in  fuppert  of  their 
privileges,  boaft  much  of  their  antiquity.  It  is 
true  tney  areant'ent;  yet  it  may  we1!  be  qmftjon- 

,ed’  lf  tf,e,eis  a  fingle  privilege  of  a  Britijh  fuhiect 
lupported  by  longer,  more  folemn,  or  more  £ 
terrupted  teftimony,  than  the  exclufive  rfoht  of 
Mxat.on  in  thefe  colonies.  The  people  o^Great- 
hritatn  confider  that  kingdom  as  the  fovereimi  of 
theie  colonies,  and  would  now  annex  to  thTt  fo- 
vereignty  a  pi  er  gative  never  heard  of  before.  How 
won  d  tney  bear  this,  was  the  cafe  their  own  ?  What 
would  drey  think  of  a  new  prerogative  claimed  by 
tne  crown  ?  We  may  guefs  what  their  conduct 
ou.d  be  from  the  tranlports  of  paffion  into  which 
they  fed  about  the  late  embargo,  though  laid  io  re¬ 
lieve  the  moft  emergent  nectffities  of  ftate,  admir¬ 
ing  of  no  delay ;  and  for  which  there  were  nume¬ 
rous  precedents.  Let  our  liberties  be  treated  with 
the  fame  tendemefs,  and  it  is  all  we  defire. 

Explicit  as  the  conduct  of  parliaments,  for  lb 

many  ages,  is,  to  prove  that  no  money  can  be  le- 

ed  on  tnele  colonies  by  parliament,  for  the  pur- 

p  k.  of  railing  a  revenue,  yet  it  is  not  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  m  our  favour. 

Eveiy  one  ci  tne  moft  material  arguments  again  ft 
■he  legality  o  the  Jlamp-aSi,  operates  with  canal 

0rCe  a°atnft  the  now  objected  toj  but  as  they 

D  2  ,r„ 


are  well  known, 
them  here. 
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it  feems  unneceflary  to 


repeat 


This  general  one  only  fhail  be  confidered  at  pre- 
fenc :  That  though  thefe  colonies  are  dependent  on 
Great-Britain  -,  and  though  (lie  has  a  legal  power  to 
make  laws  for  preferving  that  dependence  -,  yet  it  is 
not  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  nor  effential  to  the 
rel  ation  between  a  mother  country  and  her  colonies, 
as  was  eagerly  contended  by  the  advocates  tor  the 
Jlatnp-att,  that  fhe  fhould  raife  money  on  them 
without  their  content. 


Colo  nies  were  formerly  planted  by  warlike  na¬ 
tions,  to  keep  their  enemies  in  awe-,  to  relieve  their 
country  ovirburthened  with  inhabitants-,  or  to  Til— 
charge  a  number  of  difeontented  and  troublefome 
citizens.  But  in  more  modern  ages,  the  fpirit  or 
violence  being,  in  tome  meafure,  if  the  expreffion 
may  be  allowed,  fheathed  in  commerce,  colonies 
have  been  fettled  by  the  nations  of  Europe  for  the 
purpofes  of  trade.  Thefe  purpofes  were  to  be  at-* 
rained,  by  the  colonies  railing  for  their  mother 
country  thofe  things  which  Ike  did  not  produce 
herfelf -,  and  by  fupplying  themfelves  from  her  with 
things  they  wanted.  Thefe  were  the  national  ob- 
■i ells' \n  the  commencement  of  our  colonies,  and 
have  been  uniformly  fo  in  their  promotion. 


To  anfwer  thefe  grand  purpofes,  perfect  liberty 
Was  known  co  be  necefiary;  all  hiftoiy  proving,  t  ai 
trade  and  freedom  are  nearly  related  to  each  other 
By  a  due  regard  to  this  wife  and  juft  plan,  the  in 
fant  colonies,  expofed  in  the  unknown  climates  anc 
unexploied  wildcrneffes  of  this  new  world,  lived 
grew,  and  flouriihed. 


Th 
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The  parent  country,  with  undeviating  prudence 
and  virtue,  attentive  to  the  firft  principles  of  co  o- 
nizition,  drew  to  herfelfthe  benefits  fire  might  rea- 
fonably  expeft,  and  preferved  to  her  children  the 
blefiino-s  on  which  thofe  benefits  were  founded. 
She  made  laws,  obliging  her  colonies  to  cairy  to 
her  all  thofe  produdts  which  fire  wanted  ror  h  r  own 
ufe;  and  all 'thofe  raw  materials  which  fire  circle 
herfelf  to  work  up.  Refides  this  reftritftion,  me 
forbad  them  to  procure  manufactures  from  any  otner 
part  of  the  globe,  or  even  the  products  or  European 
countries,  which  alone  could  rival  her,  without  be¬ 
ing  firft  brought  to  her.  In  fhorr,  by  a  variety  of 
Jaws,  fire  regulated  their  trade  in  fuclr  a  manner  as 
fhe  thought  moft  conducive  to  their  mutual  advan¬ 
tage,  and  her  own  welfare.  A  power  was  referved 
to  the  crown  of  repealing  any  laws  that  fhould  be 
enadted :  the  executive  authority  of  government  was 
alfo  lodged  in  the  crown,  and  its  representatives;  and 
an  appeal  was  fecured  to  the  crown  from  all  judg¬ 
ments  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 


For  all  thefe  powers,  eftablifhed  by  the  mother 
country  over  the  colonies  ;  for  all  thele  lmmenh. 
emoluments  derived  by  her  from  them  ;  for  afi  their 
difficulties  and  diftre  fifes  in  fixing  themfelves,  what 
was  the  recompence  made  themr  A  communication 
of  her  rights  in  general,  and  particularly  of  that 
oreat  one,  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft— that  their 
property,  acquired  with  fo  much  pain  and  hazard, 
fhould  be  difpofed  of  by  none  but  *  them  elves-— * 
or,  to  ufe  the  beautiful  and  emphatic  language  of  the 
facred  feripturesf,  “  that  they  fhould  fit  every  man 


*  “  The  power  of  taxing  themfelves ,  was  the  privilege  c{ 
which  the  Englijb  were,  wi  th  reason,  paricularly  jethous. 
shove's  Hijl.  of  England. 
f  Mic.  iv.  4. 

n  o  imd&r 
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dm  V'ne’  and  Under  his  fi3'trce,  and  none 

f,  5T  ran-7nman  of  candour  and  knowledge  deny 

Britain  ^ftltutlonsforman  afBnity  between  Great - 
butam  and  her  colonies,  that  fufficiently  fecures 

then  dependence  upon  her?  Or  that  for  h/r  to  levy 

t-Xes  upon  them,  is  to  reverfe  the  nature  of  things  '? 

Or  that  fhe  can  purfue  fuch  a  meafure,  wiihouAc- 

duemg  them  to  a  date  of  vaifalage  ? 

If  any  perfon  cannot  conceive  the  fupremacy  of 
Gi eat-Bntam  to  exift,  without  the  power  of  iayino- 
taxes  to  levy  money  upon  us,  the  hiftory  of  the  co- 
lonies,  and  of  Great-iwain,  fince  their  fettlemenr 
wid  prove  the  contrary.  He  will  there  find  the 

amazing  advantages  arifing  to  her  from  them . 

tne  content  exercife  of  her  fupremacy,--  and 
the:r  final  fubmiffion  to  ir5  without  a  finule  rebei- 

,l0n’  or.  even  the  thought  of  one,  from  their  firlt 

emigration  to  this  moment . And  all  thefe things 

nave  happened,  without  one  inftance  of  Great-Bri- 
tciin  s  laying  taxes  to  levy  money  upon  them. 

,  How  many  *  Britijh  authors  have  demonftrated, 
t  aat  the  prefent  wealth,  power  and  glory  of  their 

country, 

*  It  has  been  laid  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  com- 
piaints  have  oeen  made  of  the  decay  of  trade  to  any  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  “  1  hat  fuch  things  were  not  worth  regard,  as  Great - 
Britain  was  polMed  of  colonies  that  could  confume  more  of  her 
manufacluies  than  fhe  was  able  to  lupoly  them  with/* 

“  As  the  cafe  now  Hands,  we  (hail  ihew  that  the  plantations 
are  a  fpnng  of  wealth  to  this  nation,  that  they  work  for  us,  that 
t j i ci r  tieafuie  centos  ah  here ,  and  that  the  laws  have  tied  them 
fall  enough  to  us;  fo  that  it  mutt  be  through  our  own  fault  and 
rmfmanagement,  if  they  become  independent  of  England 

Davenantm//^  Plantation  Trade. 

“  “  ,s  better  that  the  iflands  fhould  be  fupplied  from  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Colonies  than  from  England ;  for  this  reafon,  the  provi- 

lions 
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country,  are  founded  upon  thefe  colonies  ?  As  con- 
ftantly  as  ftreams  tend  to  the  ocean,  have  they  been 
pouring  the  fruits  of  all  their  labours  into  their  mo¬ 
ther’s  lap.  Good  heaven !  and  {hall  a  total  oblivion 

fions  we  mioht  fend  to  Barbados,  fiatnaica,  &c.  would  be  un¬ 
improved  produft  of  the  earth,  as  grain  of  all  kinds,  or  fuch  pro¬ 
duct  where  there  is  little  got  by  the  improvement,  as  malt,  fait 
beef  and  pork ;  indeed,  the  exportation  of  fait  filh  thither  would  be 
more  advantageous,  but  the  goods  which  we  fend  to  the  Northern 
Colonies ,  are  fuch,  vvhofe  improvement  may  be  juftly  laid,  one 
with  another,  to  be  near  four  fifths  of  the  value  of  the  vehole 
commodity ,  as  apparel,  houfhoid  furniture,  and  many  other 

thing.’.”  ...  .  , 

Ci  Neve -England  is  the  mofl  prejudicial  plantation  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  England ;  and  yet,  to  do  right  to  that  moil  induftrious 
Englijh  colony,  1  rnuft  confefs,  that  though  we  lofe  by  their  un¬ 
limited  trade  with  other  foreign  plantations,  yet  we  are  very 
great  gainers  by  their  direT  trade  to  and  from  Old  England. 
Our  yearly  exportations  of  Englijh  manufactures,  malt  ana.  other 
goods,  from  hence  thither,  amounting,  in  my  opinion,  to  ten 
times  the  value  of  what  is  imported  from  thence;  which  calcu¬ 
lation  1  do  not  make  at  random,  but  upon  mature  confederation, 
and,  peradventure,  upon  as  ?nuch  experience  in  this  very  trade , 
as  any  other  perfon  will  pretend  to;  and  there: ore,  whenever  re¬ 
formation  of  our  correfpondency  in  trade  with  that  people  fha'l 
be  thought  on,  it  will,  in  my  poor  judgment,  require  great 

TENDERNESS,  and  V  E  R  Y  SERIOUS  CIRCUMSPECTION.’ 

Sir  Jo s  i  a  h  Child’s  Difcourfee  on  Trade. 

“  Our  plantations  fpend  moftly  our  Englijh  manufactures,  and 
thofe  of  all  forts  almofe  imaginable ,  in  egregious  quantities,  and 
v  employ  near  tveo  thirds  of  all  our  Engluh  Jhipping',  lo  that  we 
have  more  people  in  England,  by  realon  of  our  plantations  in 
America.  Idem. 

Sir  Josiah  Child  fays,  in  another  part  of  his  work,  “  That 
not  more  than  fifty  families  are  maintained  in  England  by  the 
refining  of  fugar.”  From  whence,  and  from  wnat  Davenant 
fays,  it  is  plain,  that  the  advantages  here  faid  to  be  deiived  from 
the  plantations  by  England ,  mult  be  meant  chiefly  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  colonies. 

“  I  Hi  all  fum  up  my  whole  remarks  on  our  American  colonies, 
with  this  obfervation,  that  as  they  are  a  certain  annual  revenue 
of  feveral  millions  flerling  to  their  mother  country,  they  ought 
carefully  to  be  protected,  duly  encouraged,  and  every  opportu¬ 
nity  that  prefents,  improved  for  their  increment  and  advantage, 

D  4  as 
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of  former  tendernefies  2nd  blcflings,  be  fpr.end  over 
the  minds  oj  a  good  and  wife  nation,  by  the  fordid 
srts.of  intriguing  men,  who,  covering  their  frlfifh 
projedts  under  pretences  of  public  good,  firfl:  enrage 

their 

as  everyone  they  can  poffibly  reaps  mu{}  at  laft  return  to  us  with 

intf<r<w”  Be  awes’s  Lex  Merc.  Red , 

V/e  may  fafely  advance,  that  our  trade  and  navigation  are 
gientiy  enereafed  by  our  colonies,  and  that  they  really  are  a 
source  of  tieafure  and  naval  power  to  this  kingdom,  flnee  they 
work  for  us,  and  their  trectfure  centers  here.  Before  their  fett  e* 
ment,  our  manufactures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent;  the 
number  of  Englijh  merchants  very  fmall,  and  the  w’hole  {hip¬ 
ping  of  the  nation  much  inferior  to  what  now  belongs  to  the 
Northern  Colonies  only.  Thefe  are  certain  fafls.  But  flnee 
their  eilablifhment,  our  condition  has  altered  tor  the  better,  al- 
molt  to  a  degree  beyond  credibility. — Our  manufactures 
are  prodigiouily  enereafed,  chiefly  by  the  demand  for  them  in  the 
plantations,  where  they  at  least  takeoff  one  half,  and 
supply  us  with  many  valuable  commodities  for  exportation,  which 
*s  as  great  an  emolument  to  the  mother  kingdom,  as  to  the 
plantations  themfelves.” 

Postlethwayt's  XJniv.  Di£l.  of  Trade  and  Coitimcrce . 

<(  Mod  of  the  nations  of  Europe  have  interfered  with  us,  more 
or  lefs,  in  divers  of  our  ftaple  manufactures,  within  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  not  only  in  our  woollen,  but  in  our  lead  and  tin  manu¬ 
factures,  as  well  as  our  fifheries.  Post l ethvva yt,  ibid. 

The  inhabitants  of  our  colonies,  by  carrying  on  a  trade 
With  their  foreign  neighbours ,  do  not  only  occsfion  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  goods  and  merchandizes  of  Europe  being  fent  frc??i 
hence  to  them ,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  the  produd  of  America 
to  be  lent  from  them  hither,  which  would  otherwife  be  carried 
from ,  and  brought  to  Europe  by  foreigners ,  but  an  increafe  of 
the  feamen  and  navigation  in  thofe  parts,  which  is  of  great 
Brength  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  of  great  advantage  to  cur  plan¬ 
tations  in  general.  And  though  feme  of  our  colonies  are  not  only 
for  preventing  the  importations  of  all  goods  of  the  fame  fpccies  they 
produce ,  but  fuffer  particular  planters  to  keep  great  runs  of  land  in 
their  pofifjion  uncultivated ,  with  deflgn  to  prevent  new  fettle- 
ments,  wherebv  they  imagine  the  prices  of  their  commodities 
may  be  affected ;  yet  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  markets  of 
Great-Britain  depend  on  the  markets  of  all  Europe  in  general, 
and  that  the  European  markets  in  general  depend  on  the  propor¬ 
tion  between  the  annual  confumption  and  the  whole  quantity  of 

each 
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their  countrymen  into  a  frenzy  of  paflion,  and  then 
advance  their  own  influence  and  intereft,  by  grati¬ 
fying  the  paflion,  which  they  themfelves  have  bafely 


excited. 


Hitherto 


teach  fpecies  annually  produced  by  all  tiations ;  it  mufl  fodow, 
that  whether  we  or  foreigners  are  the  producers,  carriers ,  im¬ 
porters  and  exporters  of  American  produce,  yet  their  reipedlive 
prices  in  each  colony ,  (the  difference  of  freight,  cultoms  and  im¬ 
portations  con  fide  red)  will  always  bear  proportion  to  th  t  general 
ccnfumption  of  the  whole  quantity  of  each  fort;  produced  in  all 
colonies ,  and  in  all  parts,  allowing  only  for  the  ufual  contingen¬ 
cies  that  trade  and  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufadtures, 
are  liable  toin  all  countries.”  Postlethw ayt,  ibid. 

1c  is  certain,  that  from  the  very  time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh , 
the  father  of  our  Englijh  colonies,  and  h ? s  affociates,  frit  pro¬ 
jected  thefc  eftablifh ments,  there  have  been  perfons  who  have 
found  an  interell,  in  mifreprefenting,  or  leffening  the  value  ot 

them - The  attempts  were  called  chimerical  and  dangerous. 

Afterwards  many  malignant  iuggeflions  were  made  about  facri- 
jicing  fo  many  E?iglijhmen  to  the  obflinate  defire  of  fettling  co¬ 
lonies  in  countries  which  then  produced  very  little  advantage. 
But  as  thefe  difficulties  were  gradually  furmounted,  thoie  com¬ 
plaints  vanifhed.  No  fooner  were  thefe  lamentations  over,  but 
others  arofe  in  their  dead  ;  when  it  could  be  no  longer  faid,  that 
the  colonies  were  ufelefs ,  it  was  alledged  that  they  were  not  ufe- 
f id  enough  to  their  mother  country ;  that,  while  we  were  loaded 
with  taxes,  they  were  abfolutely  free;  that  the  planters  lived 
like  princes,  while  the  inhabitants  of  England  laboured  hard  for 
a  tolerable  fubfiftence.”  Postleth wayt,  ibid. 

“  Before  the  fetdement  of  thefe  colonies,”  fays  PojHethwayt , 
“  our  manufactures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent.  In 
thofe  days  we  had  not  only  our  naval  (lores,  but  our  fhips  from 
our  neighbours,  Germany  furnifhed  us  with  all  things  made  of 
metal,  even  to  naiis.  Wine,  paper,  linens,  and  a  thoufand 
other  things  came  from  France.  Portugal  fupplied  us  with 
fugar ;  all  tne  produ&s  of  America  were  poured  into  us  from 
Spain  ;  and  the  Venetians  and  GenocJ'e  letailed  to  us  the  commo¬ 
dities  of  the  Eaft-Indies ,  at  their  own  price.” 

“  If  it  t e  a  Iked,  whether  foreigners,  for  what  goods  they 
take  of  us,  do  not  pay  on  that  confumption  a  great  portion  of 
Our  taxes?  It  is  admitted  they  do.” 

Post  let  h  w  ayt’s  Great- Britain'  -  T  rue  S  ft  cm* 
“  If  we  are  afraid  that  one  day  or  other  the  colonies  will  re¬ 
volt, 


Hitherto  Great-Britain  has  been  contented  with 
her  profperity.  Moderation  has  been  the  rule  of 
her  condudh  But  now,  a  generous,  humane  peo¬ 
ple,  that  lo  often  has  protected  the  liberty  of flran- 
gerjj  is  inflamed  into  an  attempt  to  tear  a  privilege 

from 

v°h»  fet  up  for  themfelves,  as  feme  feem  to  apprehend,  let 
us  noi  drive  them  to  a  necejfity  to  fed  themfelves  independent  of 
us  ;  as  they  will  do,  the  moment  they  perceive  that  THEY 

CA^r  BE  supplied  with  allthings  from  with. 

LC  FREMSELVES,  and  do  not  need  our  adidance.  If  we 
v>  ou<d  Keep  them  hill  dependent  upon  their  mother  country, 
in  forne  refpe&s,  fubferaeient  to  her  views  and  welfare;  let 
us  make  it  their  interest  always  to  be  fo.” 

Tuck  er  on  Trade. 
Our  colonies,  while  they  have  Englijh  blood  in  their 
veins,  and  have  relations  in  England ,  and  while  they  can 
get  by  trading  with  us,  the  fronger  and  greater  they 
grow,  the  more  this  crown  and  kingdom  will  get  by  them  ;  and 
nothing  but  fuch  an  arbitrary  power  as  fhall  make  them  defpe- 
rate,  can  bring  them  to  rebel.” 

D  a  v  e  n  a  N  T  on  the  Plantation  T rade. 

“  I  he  Northern  colon'es  are  not  upon  the  lame  footing  as 
thofe  of  the,  South  ;  and  having  a  vvorfe  foil  to  improve,  they 
in ufl  find  the  recompence  feme  other  way,  which  only  can  be  in 
property  and  dominion  :  Upon  which  fcore,  any  innovations 
in  the  form  of  government  there,  ihould  be  cautioufly  examined, 
for  fear  of  entering  upon  meafures,  by  which  the  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  be  quite  difeouraged.  ’Tis  always  unfortunate 
for  a  people,  either bv  consent,  or  upon  compulsion,  to  de¬ 
part  from  their  primitive  institutions,  and  those  fun¬ 
damentals,  by  which  they  were  first  united  toge¬ 
ther.”  Idem. 

<4>  The  mod  effectual  way  of  uniting  the  colonies,  is  to  make 
it  their  common  intereft  to  oppofe  the  defigns  and  attempts  of 
Great  ~  B  ritai  n . 

“  All  wife  fates  will  well  confder  how  to  preferve  the  ad¬ 
vantages  ariiing  from  colonies,  and  avoid  the  evils.  And  I  con¬ 
ceive  that  there  can  be  but  two  ways  in  nature  to  hinder  them 
from  throwing  off  their  dependence  ;  one ,  to  keep  it  out  of  their 
■power ,  and  the  other ,  out  of  their  will.  The  firjl  mud  be  by 
force  ;  and  the  latter,  by  ufngthem  well ,  and  keeping  them  em¬ 
ployed  in  fuch  productions,  and  making  fuch  manufactures,  as 
will  fupprnt  themfelves  and  families  comfortably,  and  procure 
Poem  wealth  tooy  and  at  lead  not  prejudice  their  mother  country. 

“  Force 
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from  her  own  children,  which,  if  executed,  mufc, 
:n  their  opinion,  fink  them  into  (laves  :  and  for 
what?  For  a  pernicious  power,  not  neceflary  to 
her,  as  her  own  experience  may  convince  her;  but 
horribly  dreadful  and  deteftubie  to  them. 

It  feems  extremely  probable,  that  when  cool,  dif- 
p.aflionate  pofterity,  fhall  confider  the  affeftionatc 
intercourfe,  the  reciprocal  benefits,  and  the  unfuf- 
pefcing  confidence,  that  have  fubfifted  between  thefe 


“  Force  can  never  be  ufed  efFe&ually  to  anfwer  the  end, 
without  defiroying  the  colonies  themfelves .  Liberty  and  encou¬ 
ragement  are  neceffary  to  carry  people  thither,  and  to  keep  them 
together  when  they  are  there  ;  and  violence  will  hinder  both. 
Any  body  of  troops,  confiderable  enough  to  awe  them,  and 
keep  them  in  fubjeblion,  under  the  direction  too  of  n  needy  go¬ 
vernor,  often  f  nt  thither  to  make  his  fortune,  and  at  fuch  a 
diiia nee  from  any  application  f'.r  redrefs,  will  foon  put  an  end  to 
si)  planting,  and  leave  the  country  to  the  fold iers  alone,  and 
>f  it  cbd  not,  would  eat  up  all  the  profit  of  the  colony.  For  this 
reaion,  arbitrary  countries  have  not  been  equally  iuccefsful  in 
planting  colonics  w.th  free  ones  ;  and  what  they  have  done  in 
that  kind,  has  either  been  by  force,  at  a  vaft  expence,  or  by  de¬ 
parting  from  the  nature  of  their  government ,  and  giving  fuch  pri- 
r°l  iges  to  planters  as  were  denied  to' their  other Jubjedts.  And  £ 
dare  fay ,  that  a  few  prudent  laws,  and  a  little  prudent  condudf, 
would  loon  give  us  far  the  greateft  fhare  of  the  riches  of  all 
-America,  perhaps  drive  many  of  other  nations  out  of  it  or 
into  our  colonies  for  fhelter. 

There  are  Jo  many  exigencies  in  all  f  ates  fo  many  foreign 
'roars,  and  domejhc  difturbances ,  that  thefe  col  >mes  can  never 
v/ant  opportunities,  if  they  watch  for  them,  to  do  what 
they  Jball  find  their  inter  eft  to  do ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  take 
an  toe  precautions  in  our  power,  that  it  (hall  never  be  their  in - 
// ; rJ  a£2hif  that  of  their  native  country;  an  evil  which 

can-no  otherwife  be  averred,  than  by  keeping  them  fully  employed 
men  trades  as  will  increafe  their  own ,  as  well  as  our  wealth  ; 

*  '  ^  d.uc.n  to  be  feared,  if  we  do  not  find  employment  for 

/  "'e?Uy  may  find  it  for  us.  The  interef  of  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  is  always  to  keep  them  dependent,  and  to  employed  ;  and 
n  requires  ad  her  addrefs  to  do  it ;  and  it  F  certainly  more  cafh 
and  effectually  done  by  gentle  and  infenfible  methods,  than  oy 
power  alone.  *  C  atoV  Letters 

colonies 
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colonies  and  their  parent  country,  for  fuch  a  length 
of  time,  they  will  execrate,  with  the  bittereft  curie;, 
the  infamous  memory  of  thofe  men,  whole  pefti- 
lential  ambition  unnecefiarily,  wantonly,  firft  open¬ 
ed  the  fources  of  civil  difcord  between  them  ;  firft 

r  * 

turned  their  love  into  jealoufy;  and  firft  taught 
thefe  provinces,  filled  with  grief  and  anxiety,  to 
enquire - - 


Mens  ubi  materna  ejl  ? 


Where  is  maternal  affeftion  ? 


A  FARM  E R 
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letter  VI. 


Beloved  Countrymen , 

ITT  may  perhaps  be  obje£t~d  againft  the  arguments 
that  have  been  offered  to  the  public,  concerning 
the  legal  power  of  the  parliament,  that  it  has  al¬ 
ways  exercifed  the  power  of  impaling  duties,  foi 
thepurpofes  of  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  productions 
of  thefe  colonies  carried  to  Great-Britain ,  which 
may  be  called  a  tax  on  them.”  To  this  objection 
I  anfwer,  that  this  is  no  violation  of  the  lights  of 
the  colonies,  it  being  implied  in  the  relation  between 
them. and  Great-Britain^  that  they  fhould  not  cairy 
fuch  commodities  to  other  nations,  as  fhould  enable 
them  to  interfere  with  the  mother  country.  1  he 
impofition  of  duties  on  thefe  commodities,  when 
brought  to  her,  is  only  a  confluence  of  her  paren¬ 
tal  right*,  and  if  the  point  is  thoroughly  examined, 
the  duties  will  be  found  to  be  laid  on  the  people  of 
the  mother  country.  Whatever  they  are,  they 
muff  proportionably  raife  the  price  of  the  goods, 
and  confequently  muff  be  paid  by  the  confumers. 
In  this  light  they  were  confidered  by  the  parliament 
in  the  25th  Charles  II.  chap.  7,  fed.  2,  which  lays, 
that  the  productions  of  the  plantations  were  carried 
from  one  to  another,  free  from  all  cuffoms,  tc  while 
Che  fubje&s  of  this  your  king  iom  of  England  hav 


paid 

1 


Tfc.  (i 

M1 


v  Wlf'i'W; 


(¥  T 


j  ||f 


t  K»N 


!OT| 


\  4^  J 

paid  great  cufloms  and  impefitioHs  for  what  of  them 
have  been  spent  here/5  &c  J  *  m 

\ 

Befides,  if  Great -Britain  exports  thefe  com  mo- 
fnls  aSain’  ch^  duties  will  injure  her  ownTrad 
lo  t  iat  he  hurt  us,  without  plainly  and  m 

n^ed.ate  y  hurting  hcrfelf;  and  thif  is  cfur  check 
againft  her  adding  arbitrarily  in  thisrefpeft 


* 


It  may  be  perhaps  further  objected,  “  that  it 
einS  graUitcd  that  ftatutcs  made  for  reoulatino- 

iD 

v'T  *he  “ '•"Paving  and  Securing  the  trade  between  the  fame 

iream^fe?a«VhVh,Ch  —  ^  are  Paitof  its  '‘tie;  And  the 
^  j  ",  .  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  new  provifion^ 

and  regulations  foould  be  eflablifhed  for  improving  the  revenue 

of  this  kingdom,  an  A  for  Ming  and  feeling  the  naJZZ 

ana  commerce  between  wreat-hntain,  and  your  Majefty . ,  dominions 

Z  America  vvhich  by  the  peace  have  been  f.  h/pp.ly  extende  1 

and  enlarged,”  ^  Secondly,  All  the  duties  mentioned  in 

that  adt  are  impofed  folely  on  the  produSions  and  manufaSlures  of 

fcmetgn  country,  and  not  a  f.ngle  duty  lard  on  any  production 

or  manu.atture  of  our  mother  counny.  Thirdly,  The  autb  - 

*'styb°vf  t  Ph>V'"  «al  afremblieVS  n0t  thcrein  fo  Plainly  attacked 
“h  b\  c  i  WfjlIh  makes  P'0V|li°n  for  defraying  the 
y  .aigcs  of  the  aumnnliration  of  juilice,”  and  “  the  fupport 

of  evil  government.  Fourthly,  That  it  being  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  the  intention  Of  the  4th  Geo.  III.  chap.  was  not  as 
much  to  regulate  trade,  gs  to  raife  a  revenue,  the  minds  of  the 
reop.c  here  were  wholly  engroifed  by  the  terror  of  the  ft  amt  - 

ael,  then  impending  over  them,  about  the  intention  of  which 
Caere  could  be  no  doubt . 

Thefe  reafons  fo  far  diftinguifli  the  4th  Geo.  III.  chap.  ,c 
born  (he  lait  a  if),  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  firit 
fhould  have  been  fubmicted  to,  though  the  lall  ihould  excite  the 
moil  umverlal  and  fpirited  oppofition.  For  this  will  be  found 
on  the  lfrideit  examination,  to  be,  in  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
founded,  and  in  the  confequences  that  mult  attend  if,  if  poffible 
more  dellruflive  than  the  ftamp-aa.  It  is,  to  (peak  plainly,  a 
prodigy  in  our  laws;  not  having  one  Britijh  feature. 

trade. 
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trade,  are  binding  upon  us,  ic  will  be  difficult  for 
any  perfons,  but  the  makers  of  the  laws,  to  deter- 
mine,  which  of  them  are  made  for  the  regulating  of 
trade,  and  which  for  railing  a  revenue  ;  and  that 
from  hence  may  arife  confufion.J> 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  objection  is  of  no  force 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  or  fuch  as  refemble  it;  becaufc 
the  aft  now  in  queftion,  is  formed  exprejly  for 

THE  SOLE  PURPOSE  OF  RAISING  A  REVENUE. 

However,  fuppofing  the  defign  of  parliament 
had  not  been  exprejfed ,  the  objeftion  leems  to  me  of 
no  weight,  with  regard  to  the  influence  which  thofe 
who  may  make  it,  might  expect  it  ought  to  have 
on  the  conduft  of  thefe  colonies. 

It  is  true,  that  imp  oft  lions  for  raifing  a  revenue ,  may 
be  hereafter  called  regulations  of  trade :  But  names 
will  not  change  the  nature  of  things.  Indeed  we 
ought  firmly  to  believe,  what  is  an  undoubted  truth, 
confirmed  by  the  unhappy  experience  of  many  ftates 
heretofore  free,  that  unless  the  most  watchful 

ATTENTION  BE  EXERTED,  A  NEW  SERVITUDE  MAY 
BE  SLIPPED  UPON  US,  UNDER  THE  SANCTION  OF 
USUAL  AND  RESPECTABLE  TERMS. 

Thus  the  C^efars  ruined  the  Ronton  liberty,  un¬ 
der  the  titles  of  tribunitial  and  dictatorial  authori¬ 
ties - old  and  venerable  dignities,  known  in  the 

mod  flouriffiing  times  of  freedom.  In  imitation  of 
the  fame  policy,  James  II.  when  he  meant  to  eftab- 
lsffi  popery,  talked  of  liberty  of  co  Science,  the 
moft  facred  of  all  liberties ;  and  had  thereby  almoft 
deceived  the  Diflentcrs  into  deftruftion. 

Ail  artful  rulers,  who  drive  to  extend  the  r 
power  beyond  its  juft  limits,  endeavour  to  give  to 

their 
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their  attempts  as  much  femblance  of  legality  as 
poflible.  Thofe  who  fucceed  them  may  venture  to 
go  a  little  further ;  for  each  new  encroachment  will 
be  ftrengthened  by  a  former.  “  f  That  which  is 
now  fupported  by  examples,  growing  old,  will  be¬ 
come  an  example  itfelf,”  and  thus  fupport  frelh 
ufurpations. 

A  free  people  therefore  can  never  be  too  quick  in 
obferving,  nor  too  firm  in  oppofing  the  beginnings 
of  alteration  either  inform  or  reality ,  refpecting  in- 
ftitutions  formed  for  their  fecurity.  The  firft  leads 
tothelaft:  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  forms  of  liberty  may  be  re¬ 
tained,  when  the  fubjlance  is  gone.  In  government, 
as  well  as  in  religion,  “The  letter  killeth,  but  the 
f fir  it  giveth  life  f 

V 

I  will  beg  leave  to  enforce  this  remark  by  a  few 
inftances.  The  crown,  by  the  conftitution,  has  the 
prerogative  of  creating  peers.  The  exigence  of 
that  order,  in  due  number  and  dignity,  is  effential 
to  the  conftitution ;  and  if  the  crown  did  not  exer- 
cife  that  prerogative,  the  peerage  mull  have  long 
fince  decreafed  fo  much  as  to  have  loft  its  proper  in¬ 
fluence.  Suppofe  a  prince,  for  fome  uniuft  pur- 
poles,  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  advance  fo  many 
needv,  profligate  wretches,  to  that  rank,  that  all 
the  independance  of  the  houfe  of  lords  fhould  be 
deftroyed  there  would  then  be  a  manifeft  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  conftitution,  under  the  appearance  of 
fifing  legal  prerogative . 

The  houfe  of  commons  claims  the  privilege  of 
forming  all  money  bills,  and  will  not  fuffer  either  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature  to  add  to,  or 

+  Tacitus.  1  2  Cor.  iii.  6, 

alter 
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alter  them  •,  contending,  that  their  power  fimply 
extends  to  an  acceptance  or  rejection  ot  them.  This 
privilege  appears  to  be  juft  :  But  under  pretence  of 
this  juft  privilege,  the  houfe  of  commons  has 
claimed  a  licence  of  tacking  to  money  biils,  claufes 
relating  to  things  of  a  totally  different  kind,  and 
thus  forcing  them  in  a  manner  on  the  king  and 
lords.  This  feems  to  be  an  abufe  of  that  privilege, 
and  it  may  be  vaftly  more  abufed.  Suppofe  a  fu* 
Hire  houfe,  influenced  by  fome  difeontented  dema¬ 
gogues - in  a  time  of  danger,  fliould  tack  to  a 

money  bill,  fomething  fo  injurious  to  the  king  and 
peers,  that  they  would  not  aflent  to  it,  and  yet  the 
commons  Ihould  ohftinacely  intift  on  it;  the  whole 
kingdom  would  be  expoled  to  ruin,  under  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  maintaining  a  valuable  privilege. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  might  be  difficult  for  a  while  to 
determine,  whether  the  king  intended  to  exercife  his 
prerogative  in  a  conftitutional  manner  or  not;  or 
whether  the  commons  infilled  on  their  demand  fac- 
tioufly,  or  for  the  public  good  :  but  furely  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  houfe,  would  in  time 
fufficiently  explain  itfelf. 

Ought  not  the  people  therefore  to  watch  ?  to 
obftrve  facts  ?  to  fearch  into  causes?  to  investigate 
defigns  ?  And  have  t hey  not  a  right  of  judging 
from  the  evidence  before  them,  on  no  (lighter  poin  3 
than  their  liberty  and  happinefs?  It  would  be  lefs 
than  trifling,  wherever  a  Britijh  government  is  efta- 
Blifhed,  to  make  ufe  of  any  arguments  to  prove 
luch  a  right.  It  is  fufficient  to  remind  the  reader 
of  the  day  on  the  anniverfarv  of  which  the  firft  ot 
thefe  ktters  is  dated. 


R 
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I  wil!  now  apply  what  has  been  faid  to  the  prefent 
queltron.  r 

& 

The  nature  of  any  impofitions  laid  bv  parliament 
on  thefe  colonies,  mud  determine  the  defignxn  lay- 
n'g  them.  It  may  not  be  eafy  in  every  inftance  to 
dilcover  that  delign.  Wherever  it  is  doubtful,  I 
think  iubmiffion  cannot  be  dangerous  ;  nay,  it  mult 
be  right ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no' privilege 
thefe  colonies  claim,  which  they  ought  in  duty  and 
pruaenee  more  earnestly  to  maintain  and  defend,  than 
the  authority  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to  regulate 
the  trade  of  all  her  dominions.  Without  this  au¬ 
thority,  the  benefits  die  enjoys  from  our  commerce 
mult  be  loll  to  her  :  the  bleffings  we  enjoy  from  our 
dependance  upon  her,  mull  be  loft  to  us.  Her 
ftrength  mud  decay  ;  her  glory  vanifh ;  and  (he 
cannot  fuifer,  without  our  partaking  in  her  misfor¬ 
tune.  Let  us  therefore  chcrijh  her  inter  efts  as  our 
°wn ,  and  give  her  every  thing,  that  it  becomes  free¬ 
men  to  give  cr  to  receive. 

The  nature  of  any  impofitions  (he  may  lay  upon 
us  may  in  general  be  known,  by  considering  how 
far  they  relate  to  the  preferving  in  due  order  the 
connection  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Britifh 
empire.  One  thing  we  may  be  sAured  of,  which  is 
this— —Whenever  fhe  impofes  duties  on  commo¬ 
dities,  to  be  paid  only  upon  their  exportation  from 
Great- Britain  to  thefe  colonies,  it  is  not  a  recula- 
tion  of  trade,  but  a  defign  to  raife  a  revenue  upon 
us.  Other  in  (lances  may  happen,  which  it  may 
not  be  necefifary  at  prefent  to  dwell  on.  !  hope 
thefe  colonies  will  never,  to  their  lateft  exillence, 
want  underftanding  fufficient  to  difcover  the  in  en- 
tions  of  thofe  who  rule  over  them,  nor  the  refolu- 
tion  necefftry  for  averting  their  interefts.  They 
wiii  always  have  the  fame  rights,  that  all  free  (lares 

have 
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have,  of  judging  when  their  privileges  are  invaded, 
and  of  ufing  all  prudent  meafures  for  preferving 
them. 

Quo  circa  vivite  fortes 
Fortiaque  adverfis  opponite  peffora  rebus. 

Wherefore  keep  up  your  fpirits,  and  gallantly 
oppofethis  adverfe  courl'e  of  affairs. 


A  FARME  R. 
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LETTER  VII. 

<  «  0 

%  ** 

iV/y  Countrymen , 

THIS  letter  is  intended  more  particularly 
for  fuch  of  you,  whofe  employments  in  life 
may  have  prevented  your  attending  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  lome  points  that  are  of  great  and  public 
importance  :  for  many  fuch  perfons  there  rnuft  be 
even  in  thefe  colonies,  where  the  inhabitants  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  more  intelligent  than  any  other  people 
whatever,  as  has  been  remarked  by  ftrangers,  and 
it  feems  with  reafon. 

Some  of  you,  perhaps,  filled,  as  I  know  your 
breads  are,  with  loyalty  to  our  mod  excellent 
prince,  and  with  love  to  our  dear  mother  country, 
may  feel  your  (elves  inclined,  by  the  affections  of 
your  hearts,  to  approve  every  action  of  thofe  whom 
you  fo  much  venerate  and  efteem.  A  prejudice 
thus  flowing  from  goodnefs  of  difpofition,  is 
amiable  indeed.  I  wifh  it  could  be  indulged  with¬ 
out  danger.  Did  I  think  this  poffible,  the  error 
fhauld  have  been  adop  ed,  and  not  oppof  d  by  me. 
But  in  truth,  all  men  are  fubjeft  to  the  paflions  and 
frailties  of  nature  •,  and  therefore  whatever  regard 
we  entertain  for  th eperfons  of  thole  who  govern  us, 

we 
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we  fhould  always  remember  that  their  conduct,  as 
ruler s,  may  be  influenced  by  human  infirmities. 

When  any  laws,  injurious  to  thefe  colonies,  are 
paflfed,  we  cannot,  with  the  lead  propiiety,  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  injury  was  intended  us  by  his  Ma- 
jefty,  or  the  Lords.  For  the  affent  of  the  crown 
and  peers  to  laws,  feems,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
iudge,  to  have  been  vefted  in  them,  more  for  their 
own  fecurity,  than  for  any  other  purpoie.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  the  particular  bufinefs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  to  enquire  and  difeover  what  regulations  are 
ufeful  for  themfelves,  and  to  digefl:  and  prefent  them 
in  the  form  of  bills,  to  the  other  ord  rs,  to  have 
them  enabled  into  laws.  Where  tnefe  laws  are  to 
bind  themfelves,  it  may  be  expedted,  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  will  very  carefully  confider  them:  But 
when  they  are  making  laws  that  are  not  defigned  to 
bind  themfelves ,  we  cannot  imagine  that  their  deli¬ 
berations  will  be  as  *  cautious  and  icrupuious,  as  in 
their  own  cafe. 

I  am 

*  Many  remarkable  intlances  might  be  produced  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  inattention  with  which  bills  of  great  importance* 
concerning  thefe  colonies,  have  paffed  in  parliament  ;  which  is 
owing,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  the  bills  being  brought  in  by  the 
perfons  who  have  points  to  carry,  fo  artfully  framed,  that  it  is 
"not  eafy  for  the  members  in  general,  in  the  hafte  of  bufineis, 
to  difeover  their  tendency. 

The  following  inftances  fhew  the  truth  of  this  remark.  When 
Mr.  Grenville,  in  the  violence  of  reformation,  formed  the  4th 
Geo.  Ill,  chap.  15th,  for  regulating  the  American  trade,  the 
word  “  Ireland  ’  was  dropt  in  the  claule  relating  to  our  iron 
and  lumber,  fo  that  we  cou’d  fend  theie  articles  to  no  part  of 
Europe i  but  to  Great-Britain .  1  his  was  fo  unreafonnble  a  re- 

ftriction,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  fentiments  ot  the  legiflature  for 
many  years  before,  that  it  is  furprizing  it  fhould  not  have  been 
taken  notice  of  in  the  houfe.  However  the  bill  paffed  into  a 
law.  But  when  the  matter  was  explained,  this  reflri&ion  was 
taken  oft  by  a  fubfequent  aft.  I  cannot  pofitively  fay  how  long 
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I  am  told,  that  there  is  a  wonderful  addrefs  fre¬ 
quently  ufed  in  carrying  points  in  the  houfe  of 

commons,  by  perfons  experienced  inthefe  affairs. _ 

lhat  opportunities  are  watched — and  fometimes 
voies  are  pa  fifed,  that  if  all  the  members  had  been 
prelen t,  would  have  been  rejected  by  a  great  majo- 
Jyty.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  a  powerful  and  art¬ 
ful  man  has  determined  on  any  meafure  againft  thefe 
coionies,  he  has  always  fucceeded  in  his  attempt. 
I  et  haps  therefore  it  wi!  1  be  proper  for  us,  when¬ 
ever  any  oppreffive  adt  affefting  us  is  pafled,  to  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  the  inattention  of  the  members  of  the 

after  the  taking  off  this  reftri&ion,  as  I  have  not  the  aft,  but  I 
think,  in  lefs  than  18  months,  another  aft  of  parliament  paffed, 
in  wmcn  the  word  “  Ireland ”  was  left  our,  juft  as  it  had  been 
bcfcne.  I  he  matter  being  a  fecond  time  explained,  was  a  fe- 
cond  time  regulated. 

Now  if  it  be  conftdered,  that  the  omiftion  mentioned  ftruck 
off  wnh  one  word  so  very  great  a  part  of  our  trade, 
it  muft  appear  remarkable;  and  equally  fo  is  the  method,  by 
widen  Rice  become  an  enumerated  commodity,  and  therefore 
could  be  carried  to  Great-Britain  only. 

The  enumeration  was  oota  ned  (fays  Mr,  [r?]  Gee )  by  one 
C°le,  a  captain  of  a  imp,  employed  by  a  company  then  trading 
to  Carolina  ;  for  feveral  Imps  going  from  England  thither,  and 
purchasing  rice  for  Portugal ,  prevented  the  aforefaid  captain  of 
a  loading.  Upon  his  coming  home,  he  poffeffed  one  Mr. 
Lowndes,  a  member  of  parliament  ( who  was  very  frequently 
employed  to  prepare  hills)  with  an  opinion,  that  carrying  rice  di¬ 
rectly  to  Portugal,  was  a  prejudice  to  the  trade  of  England,  and 
privately  got  a  claufe  into  an  a£t,  to  make  it  an  enumerated 
commodity ;  by  which  means  he  fecured  a  freight  to  himfelf.  Bur 

THE  CONS  E  OJ.J  ENCE  PROVE  L)  A  VAST  LOSS  TO  THE  NATION.'* 

1  find  that  this  claufe,  “  pr.  ivately  got  into  ana  eXf  for  the 
henefit  of  captain  Cole,  to  the  “vast  loss  of  the  nation,’* 
is  foifted  into  the  3d  and  4th  Ann ,  chap.  3th,  intituled,  “  An 
a61  for  granting  unto  her  Majefty  a  further  fubiidy  on  wines  and 
merchandizes  imported,”  with  which  it  has  no  more  connection, 
than  with  34th  Edward  I.  the  3  4. th  and  33th  of  Henry  Vlll. 
and  the  23th  of  Charles  II.  which  provide,  that  no  perlon  fhall 
be  taxed  but  by  himfelf  or  his  reprefentative. 


[ah]  Gee  on  Trade,  page  32. 
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houfe  of  commons,  and  to  the  malevolence  or  am¬ 
bition  of  fome  factious  great  man,  rather  than  to 
any  other  caufe. 

Now  I  do  verily  believe,  that  the  late  aft  of  par¬ 
liament,  impofing  duties  on  paper,  &c.  was  formed 
by  Mr.  Greenville ,  and  his  party,  becaufe  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  a  part  of  that  plan,  by  which  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  render  himfelf  popular  at  home  •,  and  I  do 
alfo  believe,  that  not  one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  even  of  thofe  who  heard  it 
lead,  did  perceive  how  deftruftive  it  was  to  Ame¬ 
rican  freedom.  For  this  reafon,  as  it  is  ufual  in 
Great- Britain ,  to  confider  the  King’s  fpeech  as  the 
fpeech  of  the  miniftry,  it  may  be  right  here  to  con¬ 
fider  this  aft  as  the  aft  of  a  party — perhaps  I  fliould 
fpeak  more  properly,  if  1  was  to  ule  another  term. 

There  are  two  ways  of  laying  taxes.  One  is, 
by  impofing  a  certain  furn  on  particular  kinds  of 
property,  to  be  paid  by  the  ufer  or  ccnfumer ,  or  by 
rating’the  perfon  at  a  certain  fum.  The  other  is,  by 
impofing  a  certain  furn  on  particular  kinds  of  pro¬ 
perty,  to  be  paid  by  the  feller .  , 

When  a  man  pays  the  firfl  fort  of  tax,  he  knows 
with  certainty  that  he  pays  fo  much  money  for  a 
tax.  The  confideration  for  which  he  pays  it,  is  re¬ 
mote,  and,  it  may  be,  does  not  occur  to  him.  He 
is  fenfible  too,  that  he  is  commanded  and  obliged  to 
pay  it  as  a  tax  *,  and  therefore  people  are  apt  to  be 
difpleafed  with  this  foil  of  tax. 

The  other  fort  of  tax  is  fubmitted  to  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  manner.  The  purchafer  of  any  article,  very 
f'eldom  reflects  that  the  feller  raifes  his  price,  fo  as 
to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  tax  he  has  paid.  He 
knows  that  the  prices  of  things  are  continually  fluc- 

li  4  mating. 
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timing  and  if  he  thinks  about  the  tax,  he  thinks 
f  the  fame  time,  in  all  probability,  that  lie  might 
nave  paid  as  much,  if  the  article  he  buys  had  Li 
been  taxed.  He  gets  fomething  viftble  and  agfee- 
(uk  hiS  money  ;  and  tax  and  price  are  fo  con¬ 
founded  together,  that  he  cannot  feparate,  or  does 
not  chufe  to  take  the  trouble  ol  feparating  them. 

Tins  mode  of  taxation  therefore  is  the  mode 
luited  to  arbitrary  and  oppreffive  governments.  The 

.  f  ,  »  1  ir  e  human  heart, 

that  unfeeling  tyrants  think  themfelves  obliged  to 

accommodate  their  fchemes  as  much  as  they  °an  to 
the  appearance  of  juftjce  and  reafon,  and  to  deceive 
thofe  whom  they  refolve  to  deftroy,  or  opprefs,  by 
prefenting  to  them  a  miferable  pi  dure  of  freedom, 
when  the  ineftimable  original  is  loft. 

kt  X  rf ?,lc^  not  efcape  the  cruel  and  rapacious 
J  *  1  hat  monfter,  apprehenfive  that  his 

enmes  might  endanger  his  authority  and  life, 
thought  proper  to  do  feme  popular  ads,  to  fecure 
tne  obedience  of  his  fubjedts.  Among  other  things, 
lays  Tacitus ,  “  he  remitted  the  twenty-fifth  part^of 
tne  price  on  the  file  of  Haves,  but  rather  in  Jhew 
tnan  reality ;  for  the  feller  being  ordered  to  pay  ir, 
it  became  part  of  the  price  to  the  buyer  *.5> 

This  is  tne  refleftion  of  the  judicious  Hiftcrian  ; 
but  the  deluded  people  gave  their  infamous  Emperor 
fpll  credit  for  his  f^lfe  generofity.  Other  nations 
have  been  treated  in  the  fame  manner  the  Romans 
were.  .  I  he  honeft,  induftrious  Germans ,  who  are 
fbi.tltd  in  different  pai  ts  of  this  continent,  can  inform 
us,  that  it  was  this  fort  of  tax  that  drove  them 
»'Orn  their  native  land  to  our  woods,  at  that  time 
the  feats  of  peifedt  and  undillurbed  freedom. 

t  *  it  <  V  ^ 

*  Tacitus’s  Ann.  Book  13.  S.  jr. 

Their 
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Their  princes,  enflamed  by  the  luft  of  power, 
and  the  luft  of  avarice,  two  furies  that  the  more 
they  are  gorged,,  the  more  hungry  they  grow, 
tranfgreffed  the  bounds  they  ought,  in  regard  to 
themfelves,  to  have  obferved.  To  keep  up  the 
deception  in  the  minds  of  fubjedts,  u  there  mutt 
be,35  fays  *  a  very  learned  author,  44  fome  propor¬ 
tion  between  the  import  and  the  value  of  the  com¬ 
modity  *,  wherefore  there  ought  not  to  bean  excef- 
five  du*y  upon  merchandizes  of  little  value.  There 
are  countries  in  which  the  duty  exceeds  feventeen  Or 
eighteen  times  the  value  of  the  commodity.  In  this 
cafe  the  Prince  removes  the  illufion.  His  fubjedts 
plainly  fee  they  are  dealt  with  in  an  unreasonable 
manner,  which  renders  them  mod  txquifitely  fen- 
fible  of  their  flavifh  fituation.”  From  hence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  fubjedts  may  be  ground  down  into  mi- 
iery  by  this  lore  of  taxation  as  well  as  by  the  other. 
They  will  be  as  much  impoverished,  if  their  money 
is  taken  from  them  in  this  way  as  in  the  oiher ;  and 
that  it  Will  be  taken,  may  be  more  evident,  by  at¬ 
tending  to  a  few  more  considerations. 

The  merchant  or  importer,  who  pays  the  duty  at 
firft,  will  not  confent  to  be  fo  much  money  out  of 
pocket.  He  therefore  proponionably  raifes  the 
price  of  his  goods.  It  rnay  then  be  faid  to  be  a 
conteft  between  him  and  the  perfon  offering  to  buy, 
who  fhall  lofe  the  duty.  This  muft  be  decided  by 
the  nature  of  the  commodities,  and  the  purchafer’s 
demand  for  them.  If  they  are  mere  luxuries,  he  is 
at  liberty  to  do  as  he  pieafes,  and  if  he  buys,  he 
does  it  voluntarily  :  But  if  they  are  abfolute  necef- 
faries,  or  conveniences,  which  ufe  and  cuftom  have 
made  requifite  for  the  comfort  of  life,  and  whidi 
lie  is  not  permitted,  by  the  power  impofing  the 

*  Montefquieu’s  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  13.  chap .  8. 

duty. 


I 
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duty,  to  get  elfewhere,  there  the  feller  has  a  plain 
advantage,  and  the  buyer  muft  pay  the*  duty.  In 
fad,  the  feller  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  colledor  of  the 
tax  for  the  power  that  impofed  it.  If  thefe  duties 
then  are  extended  to  the  neceffaries  and  conveniences 
of  life  in  genera!,  and  enormoufly  encreafed,  the 
people  mud  at  length  become  indeed  6C  mod  exqui- 
fitely  fenfible  of  their  flavifh  fituation.55  Their  hap- 
pinefs  therefore  entirely  depends  on  the  moderation 
of  thefe  who  have  authority  toimpofethe  duties. 

I  fhall  now  apply  thefe  obfervations  to  the  late  ad 
of  parliament.  Certain  duties  are  thereby  impofed 
on  paper  and  glafs,  imported  into  thefe  colonies. 
By  the  laws  of  Great-Britain  we  are  prohibited  to 
get  thefe  articles  from  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
We  cannot  at  prefent,  nor  for  many  years  to  come, 
though  we  fhould  apply  ourfelves  to  thefe  manu- 
fadures  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  make  enough  our¬ 
felves  for  our  own  ufe.  That  paper  and  glafs  are 
not  only  convenient,  but  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
us,  I  imagine  very  few  will  contend.  Some  per¬ 
haps,  who  think  mankind  grew  wicked  and  luxu¬ 
rious,  as  foon  as  they  found  out  another  way  of 
communicating  their  lenriments  than  by  fpeech,  and 
another  way  of  dwelling  than  in  caves,  may  advance 
fo  wbimfieal  an  opinion.  But  I  prefume  no  body 
will  take  the  unneedfary  trouble  of  refuting  them. 

From  thefe  remarks  I  think  it  evident,  that  we 
muft  ufe  paper  and  glafs;  that  what  we  ufe,  muft  be 
Britijh  ;  and  that  we  muft  pay  the  duties  im poled, 
unlefs  thole  who  fell  thele  articles,  are  fo  generous 
as  to  make  us  prefeats  of  the  duties  they  pay. 

Some  per  Tons  may  think  this  ad  of  no  confe- 
quence,  becaufe  the  duties  are  fo  fmall.  A  fatal 
error.  That,  is  the  very  circumftance  moil  alarming 

to 
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to  me.  For  I  am  convinced,  that  the  authors  of 
this  Jaw  would  never  have  obtained  an  aft  to  raife 
fo  trifling  a  fum  as  it  mud  do,  had  they  not  in¬ 
tended  by  it  to  eftablifh  a  precedent  for  future  ufe. 
To  confole  ourfelves  with  the  Jmallnefs  of  the  du¬ 
ties,  is  to  walk  deliberately  into  the  fnare  that  is 

w 

fet  for  us,  praifmg  the  neatnefs  of  the  workman  - 
fhip.  Suppofe  the  duties  impofed  by  the  late  aft 
could  be  paid  by  thefe  diftrefied  colonies  with  the 
utmod  eafe,  and  that  the  purpofes  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied,  were  the  mod  realonable  and 
equitable  that  can  be  conceived,  the  contrary  of 
which  I  hope  to  demonftrate  before  thefe  letters 
are  concluded;  yet  even  in  fuch  a  fuppofed  cafe, 
thefe  colonies  ought  to  regard  the  aft  with  abhor¬ 
rence.  For  who  a;ea  free  people  ?  Not  thofe,  over 
whom  government  is  reafonably  and  equitabiy  ex- 
ercifed,  but  thofe,  who  live  under  a  government  fo 
conftitutionally  checked  and  controuled ,  that  proper 
provifion  is  made  againd  its  being  otherwife  exer- 
cifed. 

The  late  aft  is  founded  on  the  deflruftion  of  this 
conditutional  fecurity.  If  the  parliament  have  a 
right  to  lay  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  and  eight-pence 
on  a  hundred  weight  of  glafs,  or  a  ream  of  paper, 
they  have  a  right  to  lay  a  duty  of  any  other  fum 
on  either.  They  may  raife  the  duty,  as  the  author 
before  quoted  fays  has  been  done  in  fome  countries, 
till  it  “  exceeds  feventeen  or  eighteen  times  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  commodity.5'  In  (borr,  if  they  have  a 
right  to  levy  a  tax  of  one  penny  upon  us,  they  have  a 
right  to  levy  a  million  upon  us :  For  where  docs  their 
right  flop  ?  At  any  given  number  of  pence,  (hil¬ 
lings  or  pounds  ?  To  attempt  to  limit  their  right, 
after  granting  it  to  exid  at  all,  is  as  contrary  to  rea¬ 
son — as  granting  it  to  exift  at  all,  is  contrary  to 
judice.  If  they  have  any  right  to  tax  us — then, 

whether 


_ 
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whether  our  own  money  (hall  continue  in  our  own 
pockets  or  not,  depends  no  longer  on  us,  but  on 
*  “  There  is  nothing  which  ”  we  “  can  call 


them. 


our  own-,  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Locke — 


5J 


WHAT  PROPERTY  HAVE  "  WE  “  IN  THAT,  WHICH 
ANOTHER  MAY,  BY  RIGHT,  TAKE,  WHEN  HE 
PLEASES,  TO  HIMSELF  ?’* 


Thefc  duties  which  will  inevitably  be  levied  upon 
us~~ which  are  now  levying  upon  us — are  exprefly 

laid  FOR  THE  SOLE  PURPOSE  OF  TAKING  MONEY. 

This  is  the  true  definition  of  “  taxes  ”  They  are 
therefore  taxes.  This  money  is  to  be  taken  from 
us.  IV e  are  therefore  taxed .  Thofe  who  are  taxed 
without  their  own  confent,  exprefted  by  themfelves 
or  their  reprefentatives,  are  Jlaves.  We  are  taxed 
without  our  own  conlent,  expreffed  by  ourfelves  or 
our  reprefentatives.  We  are  therefore  f  SLAVES. 


Miferabile  vtilgus. 
A  miferable  tribe. 


A  FARME R 


*  Lord  Camh  Jen’s  fpeecfi.  . 

4  “  Ir  is  my  opinion,  that  this  kingdom  has  no  Tight  to  lav 

A  tax  cpo  n  the  colonies.”- - “The  Americans  are  the  sons, 

and  not  the  bastards  of  England.''—"  The  diftmtfion 


between  lecuwiioh  and  taxation  is  eflenua’.ly  necefiaty 

.  »  m  ^  _  .  .  .  ..  i  /l  A,**  ■*  /•  **  .q  i»  I  id  1 1 1  i  i 


to  liberty - - —  - -  .  .  x  m  '  c  a  • 

in  their  feveraf  affemblies,  have  ever  been  in  polTeffion  oi  this 

their  conflitmional  right  of  giving  and  grantinc  the  i  a 

OWN  money.  '1  hey  would  have  been  SLAVES,  if  they  had 

not  enic  ed  E.”  “  The  idea  Ef  a  virtual  reprefentation  ot 

America  i  n  ih«  houfr,  is  the  moft  contemptible  idea,  Soever 


Ai. 


The  commons  of  America,  reprefemed 


entered  into  the  head  of  man.— - -It  docs  not  deferve  a  fu¬ 
rious  refutation.  Mr.  Pitt's  fpeech  on  th eftamp  act . 

That  great  and  excellent  man.  Lord  Comb  den ,  maintains  the 
fame  opinion.  ITis  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  on  the  decla¬ 
ratory  bill  of  the  i'overeignty  of  Great-Britain  over  the  colo¬ 
nies,  has  lately  appeared  in  our  papers.  X  he  following  extraHs 
fo  perfe&ly  agree  with,  and  confirm  the  fentiments  avowed  in 
thefe  letters,  that  it  is  hoped  the  inferting  them  in  this  note  will 
be  excufed. 

As  the  affair  is  of  the  utmojl  importance ,  and  in  its  confh- 
quences  may  involve  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  I  took  the  Itri&efl  re¬ 
view  of  my  arguments ;  I  re-examined  all  my  authorities ; 
fully  determined,  if  I  found  myfelf  miftaken,  publickly  to  own. 
my  miftake,  and  give  up  my  opinion:  But  my  fearches  have 
more  and  more  convinced  me,  that  the  Britijh  parliament  have 

NO  RIGHT  TO  TAX  the  Americans A - =“Mor  is  the 

dodfrine  new ;  it  is  as  old  as  the  conftitution  ;  it  grew  up  with 
it;  indeed  it  is  its  fupport.”- - -“Taxation  and  repre¬ 

sentation  are  infeparably  united.  GOD  hath  joined  them: 
No  Britijh  parliament  can  Separate  them:  To  endeavour  to  do 
it,  is  to  ilab  our  vitals.” 

“  My  pofition  is  this - 1  repeat  it- - 1  will  main¬ 
tain  it  to  my  laft  hour- - - - taxation  and  representa¬ 
tion  are  infeparable - this  pofition  is  founded  on  the  laws 

of  nature;  it  is  more,  it  is  itfelf  an  eternal  law  of  na¬ 
ture;  for  whatever  is  a  man’s  own,  is  abfolutely  his  own;  no 

MAN  HATH  A  RIGHTTO  TAKE  IT  FROM  HIM  WITHOUT  HIS 
consent,  either  expreffed  by  himfelf  or  reprefentative ;  <vjho\ 
ever  attempts  to  doit ,  attempts  an  injury',  whoever  do  us  it, 
COMMITS  A  ROBBERY;  me  throws  down  the  dis¬ 
tinction  eetween  liberty  and  slavery.” - - - * 

“  There  is  riot  a  blade  of  grajs,  in  the  moll  obfeure  corner  of  the 
kingdom,  which  is  not,  which  was  not  ever  reprefemed ,  fincc 
the  conllitution  began:  There  is  not  a  blade  of  grafs,  which 
w h <■  n  taxed,  <yjas  not  taxed  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietor . 

“  The  forefathers  of  the  Americans  did  not  leave  their  native 
country,  and  fubjedt  themfelves  to  every  danger  and  diftrefs, 
TO  BE  REDUCED  TO  A  4 S TATE  OF  SLAVERY.  They  did  II AC 

give  up  their  rights :  They  looked  for  protection,  and  not  for 
chains,  from  their  mother  country.  Bv  her  they  expeOeJ  t  > 
be  defended  in  the  pofieffion  of  their  property,  and  not  to 
deprived  of  it:  For  Ihould  the  prefect  power  continue,  there 

IS  NOTHING  WHICH  T  FI  f1  Y  CAN  CALL  T  H  F  i  R  OWN;  Of,  \Ci 

u(e  the  words  of  Mr.  Locke ,  “  WHA  V  PROPER-!  Y  HAVE 
THEY  IN  TH  A  F;  WHICH  ANOFF1ER  MAY  BY 
RIGHT,  T  AKE,  WHEN  HE  PLEASE  A  TO  HIM.SFLF  ?” 

it  is  impoflib'e  to  read  this  fpeech,  and  Mr.  Pitt**,  and  n  t 
be  charmed  with  the  generous  zeal  for  cite  rights  of  mankind 

that 
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"j  1  ,  .*  1  •  -  —  -  Thefe  great  and  good  men,  am- 

mated  by  the  fubjeft  they  fpeak  upon,  them  to  rife  above  all  the 
former  glorious  exertions  of  their  abilities.  A  foreigner  mmht 
be  tempted  to  think  they  are  Americans ,  aflerting,  with  all  the 
ardour  of  patriotifm,  and  all  the  anxiety  of  apprehenfion,  th~ 

caufe  of  their  native  land - and  not  Britons,  ftriving  to  flop 

their  mutaken  countrymen  from  oppreffing  others.  Their  rea- 
lomng  is  not  only  juit - it  is,  as  Mr.  Hume  fays  of  the  elo¬ 

quence  of  Demojihenes,  vehement.  “  It  is  difdain,  anger,  bold- 
nds,  freedom,  involved  in  a  continualllream  of  argument.” 


(  «3  ) 


LETTER  VIII. 


My  dear  Countrymen , 

¥  N  my  opinion,  a  dangerous  example  is  fee  in 
the  laft  ad  relating  to  thefe  colonies.  The 
power  of  parliament  to  levy  money  upon  us  for 
raifing  a  revenue,  is  therein  avowed  and  exerted. 
Regarding  the  ad:  on  this  fingle  principle,  I  rnuft 
again  repear,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  repeat, 
that  to  me  it  appears  to  be  unconftitutional. 

No  man,  who  confiders  the  condud  of  the 
parliament  fince  the  repeal  of  the  ft  amp-aft^  and 
the  diipofition  of  many  people  at  home,  can  doubt, 
that  the  chief  objed  of  attention  there,  is,  to  ufe 
Mr.  Greenville's  expreffion,  “  providing  that  the 
dependence  and  obedience  of  the  colonies  be 
afferted  and  maintained. ” 

^  i 

Under  the  influence  of  this  notion,  inftantly  on 
repealing  Jlamp-aHl,  an  aft  palled,  declaring  the 
power  of  parliament  to  bind  thefe  colonies  In  all 
cafes  whatever.  This  however  was  only  planting  a 
barren  tree,  that  call  a  Jljade  indeed  over  the  colo¬ 
nies,  but  yielded  no  fruit.  It  being  determined  to 
enforce  the  authority  on  which  the  ftamp-aht  was 
founded,  the  parliament  having  never  renounced 

6  the 
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the  right,  as  Mr.  Pitt  advifed  them  to  do ;  and  it 
being  thought  proper  to  difguife  that  authority  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  not  again  to  alarm  the  colonies ; 
fome  little  time  was  required  to  find  a  method,  by 
which  both  of  thefe  points  fhould  be  united.  At 
laft  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Greenville  and  his  party 
accomplished  the  matter,  as  it  was  thought,  in 
‘c  an  aft  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britijh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America ,  for  allowing 
drawbacks,55  &c.  which  is  the  title  of  the  aft  lay¬ 
ing  duties  on  paper, 


The  parliament  having  feveral  times  before  im- 
pofed  duties  to  be  paid  in  America ,  it  was 

EXPECTED,  NO  DOUBT,  THAT  THE  REPETITION 
OF  SUCH  A  MEASURE  WOULD  BE  PASSED  OVER^ 

AS  an  usual  thing.  But  to  have  done  this, 
without  exprefly  “  aflerting  and  maintaining5  the 
power  of  parliament  to  take  our  money  with¬ 
out  our  conlent,  and  to  apply  it  as  they  pleafe, 
would  not  have  been  fufficiently  declarative  of  its 
fuptemacy,  nor  fufficiently  depreffive  of  American 
freedom. 


Therefore  it  is,  that  in  this  memorable  aft  we 
find  it  exprefly  “  provided,55  that  money  fhall  be 
levied  upon  us  without  our  confent,  for  purposes, 
that  render  it,  if  poffible ,  more  dreadful  tnan  the 
ji  amp-ail. 


That  aft,  alarming  as  it  was,  declared,  the 
money  thereby  to  be  raifed,  fhould  be  applied 
towards  defraying  the  expences  ol  defending, 
protecting  and  fecuring  rhe  Britijh  colonies  and 
plantations  in  Am  rica:  and  it  is  evident  from  the 
whole  aft,  that  by  the  word  Britijh were 
in' ended  colonies  and  plantations  fettled  by  Britifh 
people^  and  not  generally,  thefe  Jubjetl  to  the  Bntifh 

crown. 


(  ) 

if  own.  That  a£t  therefore*  feefned  to  have  iorne- 
thing  gentle  and  kind  in  its  intention,  and  to  aim 
only  at  our  own  welfare :  but  the  act  now.  ODjebkd 
to,  impoies  duties  upon  the  Britijh  colonies,  to 
defray  the  ex pences  of  defending,  piotecung  and 
fecuring  his  Mjejiy^s  dominions  in  Ame» ica. 

What  a  change  of  words !  What  an  incomputable 
addition  to  the  expences  intended  by  th ejlamp-aff ! 
“  His  Majejly’s  dominions,”  comprehend  not  only 
the  Briti!h  colonies,  but  alfo  the  conquered  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Florida,  and  the  Britifii  garrifons  of 
Nova-  Scotia ;  for  thefe  do  not  deierve  the  name  of 
colonics . 


g  us  pay 

3J  THESE 


What  juftice  is  there  in  makin 
“  defending,  protecting  and  kcuring 
places?  What  benefit  com  we,  or  have  we  ever 
derived  from  them?  None  of  them  was  conquered 
for  us  5  nor  will  be  defended,  proteCteci  or  ie-* 
cured ’’for  us. 

In  fa6t,  however  advantageous  the  fubduing  or 
keeping  any  of  thefe  countries  may  be  to  Great - 
Britain ,  the  acquifuion  is  greatly  injurious  to  thefe 
colonies.  Our  chief  property  con  fids  in  lands . 
Thefe  would  have  been  of  a  much  greater  value, 
if  fuch  prodigious  additions  had  not  been  made  to 
the  Britijh  territories  on  this  continent.  The  na¬ 
tural  increafe  of  our  own  people,  if  confined  within 
the  colonies,  would  have  raifed  the  value  ftili  higher 
and  higher  every  fifteen  or  twenty  years  :  befides* 
we  fhould  have  lived  more  compaCily  together, 
and  have  bten  therefore  more  able  to  refill  any 
enemy.  But  now  the  inhabitants  will  be  thinly 
fcattered  over  an  immenfe  region,  as  thole  who 
want  fettlements,  will  chufe  to  make  new  ones, 
rather  than  pay  great  prices  tor  old  ones, 

F  Thefe 
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Tbefe  are  the  confequences  to  the  colonies,  of  the 
hearty  afliftance  they  gave  to  Great-Britain  in  the 
Jate  war— a  wav  undertaken  folely  for  her  own  benefit. 
The  objects  of  it  were,  the  fecuring  to  herfelf  the 
rich  trafts  of  land  on  the  back  of  thefe  colonies, 
with  the  Indian  trade ;  and  Nova-Scotia ,  with  the 
fifhery.  I’hefe,  and  much  more ,  has  that  kingdom 
gained  but  the  inferior  animals ,  that  hunted  with 
the  lion ,  have  been  amply  rewarded  for  all  the 
fweat  and  blood  their  loyalty  coft  them,  by  the 

honour  of  having  fweated  and  bled  in  fuch  com¬ 
pany. 

I  will  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Canada  and 
Nova-Scotia  are  curbs  on  New- England  \  the  chain 
of  forts  through  the  back  woods,  on  the  Middle 
Provinces  *  and  Florida  on  the  reft :  but  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  if  the  produces  of  Canada ,  Nova - 
Scotia  and  Florida ,  deferve  any  confideration,  the 
two  firft  of  them  are  only  rivals  of  our  northern 
colonies,  and  the  other  of  our  fouthern. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  without  the  conqueft  of 
thefe  countries,  the  colonies  could  not  have  been 

prote&ed,  defended  and  fecured:”  if  that  is 
true,  it  may  with  as  much  propriety  be  faid,  that 
Great-Britain  could  not  have  been  cc  defended, 
protected  and  fecured,”  without  that  conqueft  : 
for  the  colonies  are  parts  of  her  empire,  which  it 
as  much  concerns  her  as  them  to  keep  out  of  the 

hands  of  any  other  power, 

\  ' 

But  thefe  colonies,  when  they  were  much  weaker, 
defended  themfelves,  before  this  conqueft  was 
made ;  and  could  again  do  it,  againft  any  that 
might  properly  be  called  their  enemies.  If  France 

and 
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and  Spak  indeed  ftould  ar«k  then,  * 

^  Britifh  empire,  perhaps  they  might  be  d  ,  » 

but  it  would  be  in  a  Britifh  quaire  . 

The  larged  account  I  have  feen  of  the  number 
of  people  in  Canada,  does  not  make  them  exceed 
qoooo.  Florida  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have  any 
inhabitants.  It  is  computed  that  there  are  in  our 
colonies  2,000,000.  Our  force  therefore  mud  1  - 
creafe  with  a  difproportion  to  the  growth  of  their 
ftrength,  that  would  render  us  very  late. 

This  being  the  date  of  the  cafe,  I  cannot  think 
it  iuft  that  thefe  colonies,  labouring  under  io  many 
misfortunes,  fhould  be  loaded  with  taxes ,  to  main¬ 
tain  countries,  not  only  not  ufeful,  bur  v  f  f 
them  The  fupport  of  Canada  and  Florida ^coft 

yearly,  it  is  faid,  half  a  million  fterhng.  From 
hence,  we  may  make  fome  guefs  of  the  load  that  is  to 
be  laid  upon  vs-,  for  we  are  not  only  to  defem, 
proted  and  fecure”  them ,  but  alfo  to  make  an 
adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the  charge  or  the 
adminiftration  of  iudice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  in  fuch  provinces  where  it  mail  be 

found  neceffary.” 

Not  one  of  the  provinces  of  Canada,  Nova- 
Scotia ,  or  Florida,  has  every  defrayed  thefe  expence s 
within  itself  :  and  if  the  duties  impofed  by  the 
lad  datute  are  colkaed,  all  of  them  together,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bed  information  I  can  get,  will  not 
pay  one  quarter  as  much  as  Pennfylvama  alone. 
So  that  the  Britifh  colonies  are  to  be  drained  or  the 
rewards  of  their  labour,  to  cherilh  the  fcorching 
fands  of  Florida,  and  the  icy  rocks  of  Canada  and 
Nova-Scotia,  which  never  will  return  to  us  one 

farthing  that  we  fend  to  them. 

p  %  Great - 


I  uo  ; 

Great- Britain— -l  mean,  ,he  roinin  •  Great- 
Snu,n,  has  cantoned  Caada  and  Fhrk  out  into 

fiZe  She  ™TT'  a"d  miy  f"m  "  «», 

*  5he  ,now  has  fourteen  or  ///<*«  regiments 

To  mak0.""?™ 5  -"d  mJy  fOTd  ol''r « 

10  make  an  adequate  proviffon”  for  all 

ZZfTZSsJ* no  doubt’  “ be  Ihc 


cpCan  a°y  ma"  balieve  th«  the  duties  upon  paper, 
?-rc  the/^  that  will  be  laid  for  thefeP  pur- 
P^es.  1c  is  m  vain  to  hope,  that  becaufe  it  is  im- 
ptuoent  to  lay  duties  on  the  exportation  of  manu- 
iackures  .rom  a  mother  country  to  colonies,  as  it 
may  promote  manufactures  among  them,  that  this 
confideration  will  prevent  fuch  a  meafure. 


Ambitious,  artful  men  have  made  it  popuhr 
and  whatever  injuftice  or  deftrudion  will  attend  k 
m  t.ie  opinion  of  the  colonifts,  at  home  it  will  be 

tnought  juft  and  falutary.* 


The  people  of  Great-Brilain  will  be  told  and 
have  been  told,  that  they  are  finking  under  an  im- 
menfe  debt— that  great  part  of  this  debt  has  been 
contraded  in  defending  the  colonies—  that  tbefe 
are  fo  ungrateful  and  undutiful,  that  they  will  not 
contribute  one  mite  to  its  payment — nor  even  to 
die  lupport  of  the  army  now  kept  up  for  their 
defence  and  fecurity”— that  they  are  rolling  in 
wealth,  and  are  of  fo  bold  and  republican  a  jpirit, 
that  they  are  aiming  at  independance- — chat  the  only 
way  to  retain  them  in  “  obedience”  is  to  keep  a 
ftriCt  watch  over  them,  and  to  draw  off  part  of 


*  “  So  credulous ,  as  well  as  obftinate,  are  the  people  in  be¬ 
lieving  every  Thing,  which  flatters  their  prevailing  paffion." 

Hume's  Hilt,  ot  England. 

o 

their 
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their  riches  in  taxes — and  that  every  burden  laid 
upon  them  is  taking  off  fo  much  from  Great- 
Britain . — Thefe  afiertions  will  be  generally  be¬ 
lieved,  and  the  people  will  be  perfuaded  that  they 
cannot  be  too  angry  with  their  colonies,  as  that 
anger  will  be  profitable  to  themfelves. 

In  truth,  Grcat-Britain  alone  receives  any  benefit 
from  Canada ,  Nova-Scotia  and  Florida  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  (lie  aione  ought  to  maintain  them.  The  old 
maxim  of  the  law  is  drawn  from  reaion  and  juftice, 
and  never  could  be  more  properly  applied,  than  in 
this  cafe. 

Qui  fentit  commodum ,  J, 'entire  debet  et  onus. 

They  who  feel  the  benefit,  ought  to  feel  the 
burden. 

A  FARMER. 


F  3  LET- 


v 


LETTER  IX. 


My  dear  Countrymen , 

T  HAVE  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  pur- 
poses  for  which  money  is  to  be  levied  upon  us 
by  the  late  aft  of  parliament.  I  fhall  now  offer  to 
your  confideration  fome  further  reflections  on  that 
iubjeft:  and,  unlefs  I  am  greatly  miftaken,  if 
thefe  purpofcs  are  accomplifned  according  to  the 
exprejjed  intention  of  the  aft,  they  will  be  found 
effeftually  to  fuferfede  that  authority  in  our  re- 
fpeftive  affemblies,  which  is  effential  to  liberty. 
The  queftion  is  not,  whether  fome  branches  fhall 
be  lopr  off— The  axe  is  la  d  to  the  root  of  the 
tree  ;  and  the  whole  body  muff  infallibly  perifh,  if 
we  remain  idle  fpeftators  of  the  work. 

No  free  people  ever  exifted,  or  can  ever  exift, 
without  keeping,  to  ufe  a  common,  but  ftrongex- 
preffion,  C4  the  purfe  firings”  in  their  own  hands. 
Where  this  is  the  cafe,  they  have  a  conftitutional 
check  upon  the  adminiftration,  which  may  thereby 
be  brought  into  order  without  violence :  but  where 
fuch  a  power  is  not  lodged  in  the  people,  oppreflion 
proceeds  uncontrolled  in  its  career,  till  the  go¬ 
verned,  tranfported  into  rage,  feek  redrefs  in  the 
midft  of  blood  and  confufion. 


The 


The  elegant  and  Jgf  In.  Mr. 
of  the  Anglo  Normrn  governnaent-- 

rrbTeVt”  advantage*  attending  an  equitable 
SSSto.  and  there  noeftabhlhed^unc,. 

or  n#»Wy,  which  coucd  p  kt|y  and 

^c’LbT; Xonidt  rhe  king  of  to  and 
ensure  the  execution  of  the  LAWS. 

Thus  this  great  man,  whofe  political  refleaions 
are  fo  much  admired,  makes  <i»«  pmer  one  of  the 
foundations  of  liberty* 

The  Englijb  hiftory  abMnd' 

proving  thauto  is  the  proper  and  fuccelifal 

to  obtain  redrefs  ot  grievances.  hi 

V,nP-?  and  minifters  endeavoured  to  throw  oit  this 
WaT  curb  tmon  them,  by  attempting  to  ra.fe 
money  by  a  variety  of  inventions,  under  pr«en« 
of  law,  without  having  recourfe  to  parliament 
And  how  often  have  they  been  brought  to  rea[o  ^ 
and  peaceably  obliged  “  Jo  inftice,  by  Ae  eXert  o 
of  this  conftitutional  authority  of  the  people,  veuea 
in  their  reprefentatives  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  have,  on  num- 
berlefs  occafions,  reaped  the  benefit  of  this  autho¬ 
rity  lodged  in  their  affietnblies . 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time,  and  now  is,  a  con¬ 
tent  inftruftion  to  all  governors  to  obtain  a  per¬ 
manent  fupport  for  the  offices  of  V*.  . 

as  the  author  of  “  the  adtmniftration  ot  the 
colonies”  fays,  «  this  order  of  the  crown  is  ge¬ 
nerally,  if  not  univerfally,  rejeded  by  the  legifia- 

tures  of  the  colonies.”  ^ 

Jr  4 
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n,y  perf.%  know  fo,  thdr  grit 

Z  ,  bC  '!  <*?  W  »«  method  of 

*«"£**»  Thofc 

ropn  n'.’  e  e^trcrmcjy  apt  to  think  well  of  rh- 
c.nfUfhons  made  by  themfelves  in  fupporc  of 
then- own  power.  Theft  are  frequently  erroneous 

ft  ranees  C°  t1hoie  th^y  govern.  Dry  remon- 

n  Jnc.es,  to  fh.w  that  fuch  conftru<aions  are  wrong 
and  oppreffive,  carry  very  little  weight  with 

inc  ntinPr:>n  °f,perl0nS  who  gratify  their  own 
_  '  1  n.  in  making  thefe  conftrudlions.  Tbev 

iWr  ff  the  reafoning  that  oppofes 
t  ,r  power  and  at  fires.  But  let  it  be  made  their 

d'rff  /t°;,Unde!'fland  fuch  reafoning— and  a  won- 
^  jU  Ugtn  is  infiantly  thrown  upon  the  matter  • 
and  then,  rejected  rcmonftrances  become  as  clem 
as  proofs  of  holy  writ.*”  "l 

-trTllV  tllrCe  imFortant  articles  that  our 

i-  o’*-!”’  ,°t  ;’nh  leg'flatures  can  provide  for,  arc 
hrB-the  defence  of  the  fociety  I  feco„d|,LtS 

admrn.ftratton  of, office  :  and  thirdly— the  fupporc 
tivil  government.  ^ 

Nothing  can  properly  regu'ate  the  expence  cf 
making  prov.hon  for  thefe  occafions,  but  the 
neiejfit.es  o  the  fociety  ;  usabilities-,  the  convsniency 
of  modes  of  evying  money  among  them  j  the 
M-Kr/tj  m  which  the  laws  have  been  executed  ;  and 

nf.  conauSi  of  the  officers  of  government:  «// 
are  circumftanries  that  <•*»#<?/  poffibly  be 
prope  ly  known ,  but  by  the  fociety  itfclf;  or  if 
they  fhould  be  known,  will  not  probably  be  pro¬ 
perly  ccnfidered  but  by  that  fociety.  ' 


:p  Shake  rj- 


ajpeare . 


if 
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If  money  be  raifed  upon  us  by  others,  without 
our  conftnr,  for  our  “  defence,55  thofe  who  are 
the  judges  in  levying  it,  muft  a!fo  be  the  judges  in 
applying  it.  Of  confequence  the  money  [aid  to  be 
taken  from  us  for  our  defence,  may  be  employed  to 
our  injury.  We  may  be  chained  in  by  a  line  of 
fortifications—  obliged  to  pay  for  the  budding  and 
maintaining  them— and  be  told,  that  they  are  for 
our  defence.  With  what  face  can  we  difpute  the 
faft,  after  having  granted  that  thofe  who  apply  the 
money,  had  a  right  to  levy  it?  For  furely,  it  is 
much  eafier  for  their  wifdom  to  underftand  how  to 
apply  it  in  the  belt  manner,  than  how  to  levy  it  in 
the  be  ft  manner.  Befides,  the  right  of  levying  is  of 
infinitely  more  confequence,  than  that  of  applying . 
The  people  of  England ,  who  would  burft  out  into 
fury,  if  the  crown  fhould  attempt  to  levy  money 
by  its  own  authority,  have  always  afligned  to  the 
crown  the  application  of  money. 

As  to  “  the  adminiftration  of  juftice55-— the 
judges  ought,  in  a  well  regulated  date,  to  be 
equally  independant  of  the  executive  and  legiflative 
powers.  Thus  in  England ,  judges  h  old  their  com- 
millions  from  the  crown  “  during  good  behaviour 
and  have  falaries  fuitable  to  their  dignity,  icttled  on 
them  by  parliament.  The  purity  of  the  courts  of 
la  w  fince  this  effablifhment,  is  a  proof  of  the  wifdom 
with  which  it  was  made. 

But  in  thcic  colonies,  how  fruitlefs  has  been  every 
attempt  to  have  the  judges  appointed  “  during  good 
behaviour Yet  whoever  considers  the  matter  will 
foen  perceive,  that  fuch  commiffions  are  beyond  all 
companion  more  necefiary  in  thefe  colonies,  than 
they  were  in  England. 

The 


t 
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The  chief  danger  to  the  fubjed  there,  arofe  from 
arbitrary  dejigns  of  the  crown  but  here ,  the 
time  may  come,  when  we  may  have  to  contend 
with  the  dejigns  of  the  crown ,  and  of  a  mighty  king¬ 
dom.  What  then  mutt  be  our  chance,  when  the 
Jaws  of  life  and  death  are  to  be  fpoken  by  judges 
totally  dependant  on  that  crown ,  and  that  king¬ 
dom — fent  over  perhaps  from  thence— filled  with 
Britijh  prejudices— -  and  backed  by  a  standing  army 
fupporced  out  of  our  own  pockets,  to  “  afierc 
and  maintain”  our  own  “  dependence  and  obe¬ 
dience.” 

But  fuppofing  that  through  the  extreme  lenity 
that  will*  prevail  in  the  government  through  all 
future  ages ,  thefe  colonies  will  never  behold  any 
th'mo-  like  the  campaign  of  chief  juftice  Jeffery s , 
yet  what  innumerable  afts  of  injuftice  may  be  com¬ 
mitted,  and  how  fatally  may  the  principles  or 
liberty  be  Tapped,  by  a  fucceffion  of  judges  utterly 
independant  of  the  people?  Before  fuch  judges,  the 
ftipple  wretches,  who  cheerfully  join  in  avowing 
fentiments  inconfiftent  wi  h  freedom,  will  always 
meet  with  fmiles ;  while  the  hone  ft  and  brave  men, 
who  difdain  to  facrifice  their  native  land  to  their 
own  advantage,  but  on  every  occafion  boldly  vin¬ 
dicate  her  caufe,  will  conftantly  be  regarded  with 

frowns. 

There  are  two  other  confederations  relating  to 
this  head,  that  deferve  the  moft  lerious  attention. 

By  the  late  aft,  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are 
«  impowered  to  enter  into  any  house,  warehouk, 
(hop,  cellar,  or  other  place,  in  the  Brttijh  colonies 
or  plantations  in  America,  to  f  arch  for  or  fcize 
prohibited  or  unaccuftomed  goods,  ^.^on 


(  75  ) 

«  writs  oranted  by  the  fuperior  or  fupreme  court 
of  juftic° having  jurifdidtion  within  fuch  colony  or 
plantation  refpedtively.” 

If  we  only  refledl,  that  the  judges  of  thefe 
courts  are  to  be  during  pleafure- — that  they  are  to 
have  “  adequate  provifiotf'  made  for  them,  which 
is  to  continue  during  their  complaifant  behaviour — 
that  they  may  be  Jirangers  to  thefe  colonies— what 
an  engine  of  opprefiion  may  this  authority  be  in 
fuch  hands  ? 

I  am  well  aware,  that  writs  of  this  kind  may  be 
granted  at  home  under  the  feal  of  the  court  of 
exchequer:  but  I  know  alfo,  that  the  greateft 
afferters  of  the  rights  of  Englifhmen  have  always 
ftrenuoufly  contended,  that  fuch  a  power  was  dan¬ 
gerous  to  freedom,  and  exprefly  contrary  to  the 
common  law,  which  ever  regarded  a  man’s  houfe  as 
his  caftle,  or  a  place  of  perfect  fecurity. 

If  fuch  a  power  was  in  the  leaf!  degree  dange¬ 
rous  there ,  it  muft  be  utterly  deftru&ive  to  liberty 
here.  For  the  people  there  have  two  fecurities 
againft  the  undue  exercife  of  this  power  by  the 
crown,  which  are  wanting  with  us,  if  the  late  act 
takes  place.  In  the  firft  place,  if  any  injuftice  is 
done  there,  the  perfon  injured  may  bring  his  action 
againft  the  offender,  and  have  it  tried  before  in  de¬ 
pendant  judges,  who  are  -j*  no  parties  in 
committing  the  injury.  Here  he  muft  have 
it  tried  before  dependant  judges,  being  the  men 

WHO  GRANTED  THE  WRIT. 

The  writs  for  fearching  houfes  in  England ,  are  to  be 
granted  “  under  the  feal  of  the  court  of  exchequer,”  accord¬ 
ing  t6  the  ftatute— and  that  feal  is  kept  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  4 tklnjl.p,  104. 

9 


To 
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To  fay,  that  the  caufe  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury, 
can  never  reconcile  men  who  have  any  idea  of 
freedom,  to  Juch  a  power  For  we  know,  that 
fhcriffs  in  almoft  every  colony  on  this  Gontinent, 
are  totally  depen -ant  on  the  crown;  and  packing 
of  juries  has  been  frequently  pradifed  even  in  the 
capita!  of  the  Britt  flo  empire.  Even  if  juries  are 
well  inclined,  we  have  too  many  inftances  of  the 
influence  of  over-bearing  unjuft  judges  upon  them* 
The  brave  and  wife  men  who  accomplifhed  the  re¬ 
volution,  thought  the  independency  op  judges  eflential 
to  freedom. 


The  other  fecuritv  which  the  people  have  at 
home,  but  which  we  fliall  waru  here,  is  this. 


If  this  power  is  abufed  there ,  the  parliament,  the 
grand  rcfource  of  the  opprrflfed  people,  is  ready  to 
afford  relief.  Redrefs  of  grievances  m u ft  precede 
grants  cf  money.  But  what  regard  can  we  expeft 
to  have  paid  to  our  affemblies,  when  they  will  not 
hold  even  the  puny  privilege  of  French  parlia¬ 
ments —that  f  registering,  before  they  are  put  in 
execution,  the  edids  that  take  away  our  money. 


The  flxond  confideration  above  hinted  at,  is 
this.  There  is  a  confufion  in  our  laws,  that  is 
ouite  unknown  in  Great- Britain.  As  this  cannot  be 

J 

defended  in  a  more  clear  or  txud  manner,  than  has 
been  done  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 


Neiv-York ,  I  beg  leave  to  ufe  his  words.  “  The 


flare  of  our  laws  opens  a  door  to  much  contro¬ 
versy.  The  uncertainty ,  with  refpeft  to  them, 

RENDERS  PROPERTY  PRECARIOUS,  and  GREATLY 
EXPOSES  US  TO  THE  ARBITRARY  DECISION  OF 

bad  judges.  The  common  law  of  England  is 
generally  received,  together  with  fuch  ftatutes  as 


were  enafted  before  we  had  a  legiflature  of  our 


own; 
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own;  but  our  courts  exercise  a  sovereign 
authority,  in  determining  what  ‘parts  of  the 
common  and  fiatute  law  ought  to  be  extended  :  for 
it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  difference  of  circum- 
ftances  necellarily  requires  us,  in  Tome  cafes,  to 
reject  the  determination  of  both.  In  many  in¬ 
fiances,  they  have  alfo  extended  even  ads  of  par¬ 
liament,  palled  fince  we  had  a  difbindt  legiflature, 
which  is  greatlf  adding  to  our  confufion.  The  prac¬ 
tice  of  our  courts  is  no  lefs  uncertain  than  the  law. 
Some  of  the  Englifh  rules  are  adopted,  others 
reje&ed.  Two  things  therefore  feem  to  be  abso¬ 
lutely  NECESSARY  tOT  the  PUBLIC  SECURITY. 
Firft,  the  paffing  an  ad  for  fettling  the  extent  of 
tue  Englijh  laws.  Secondly,  tnat  the  courts  ordain 

a  general  fett  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the 
pradice,” 

How  eafy  it  will  be,  under  this  “  fore  of  our 
iaws,  for  an  artful  judge,  to  ad  in  the  mod  ar- 
hitrary  manner,  and  yec  cover  his  conduit  under 
fpecious  pretences ;  and  how  difficult  it  wiil  be  for 
the  injured  people  to  obtain  relief,  may  be  readily 
perceived.  We  may  take  a  voyage  of  3000  miles 
to  complain  ;  and  after  the  trouble  and  hazard  wc 
have  un.  ergone,  we  may  be  told,  that  the  colledion 
oi  the  r<  venue,  and  maintenance  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive,  mu't  not  be  difcouraged— and  if  the  mif- 
behaviuur  is  fo  grofs  as  to  admit  of  nojuftification, 
n  may  be  faitl,  that  it  was  an  error  in  judgment 
on.y,  an  ling  from  the  confufion  of  our  jaws,  and 
the  zeal  or  the  King’s  fervants  to  do  their  duty. 

*  ,  »  f  \ 

If  the  com  mi  (lions  of  judges  are  during  the  plea- - 
fwe  of'  the  crown,  yet  if  their  falaries  are  during  the 
p •  ea,me  of  t.ee  people,  there  will  be  feme  check  upon 
he.  condua.  Few  men  will  conftn,  t„  lln,PM 
themfelves  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  thofe  among 
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whom  they  live,  for  the  empty  honour  of  being 
judges.  It  is  the  fordid  love  of  gain,  that  tempts 
men  to  turn  their  backs  on  virtue,  and  pay  their 
homage  where  they  ought  not. 

As  to  the  third  particular,  ,e  the  fupport  of 
civil  government”— few  words  will  be  fufficient. 
Every  man  of  the  leaft  underftanding  muft  know, 
that  the  executive  power  may  be  exercifed  in  a 
manner  fodifagreeable  and  harraffing  to  the  people, 
that  it  is  abfolutely  requifite,  that  they  fhould  be 
enabled,  by  the  gentleft  method  which  human 
policy  has  yet  been  ingenious  enough  to  invent 
that  is,  by  Jhutting  their  hands ,  to  “  Admonish’ 
(as  Mr.  Hume  fays)  certain  perfons  “  of  their 
duty.” 

What  {hall  we  now  think  when,  upon  looking 
into  the  late  aft,  we  find  the  alfemblies  of  thefe 
provinces  thereby  ftript  of  their  authority  on  thefe 
feveral  heads  ?  The  declared  intention  of  the  act 
is,  “  that  a  revenue  fhould  be  raifed  in  his 
Majesty’s  DOMINIONS  in  America,  for 
making  a  more  certain  and  adequate  provifion/er 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government 
in  fuch  provinces  where  it  fhall  be  found  necelfary, 
and  towards  further  defraying  the  expenses  of  defend¬ 
ing,  protecting  and  securing  the  SAID 
DOMINIONS.” 

Let  the  reader  paufe  here  one  moment  and 

refledt _ whether  the  colony  in  which  he  lives,  has 

not  made  fuch  “  certain  and  adequate  provifion” 
for  thefe  purpofes  as  is  by  the  colony  judged  fuit able  to 
its  abilities ,  and  all  other  circumftanccs.  Then,  lec 
him  refledt — whether  if  this  adt  takes  place,  money 
is  not  to  be  raifed  on  that  colony,  without  its 
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confent ,  to  make  <c  provifion”  for  thefe  purpofes* 
which  it  does  not  judge  to  be  full  able  to  its  abilities , 
and  all  other  circumfiances .  Laftly,  kt  him  refled:— 
whether  the  people  of  that  country  are  not  in  a 
Hate  of  the  mo  ft  abjed  flavery,  whofe  property  may  be 
taken  from  them  under  the  notion  of  right,  when 
they  have  refufed  to  give  it . 

For  my  part,  I  think  I  have  good  reafon  for 
vindicating  the  honour  of  the  affemblies  on  this 
continent,  by  publicly  afierting,  that  they  have 
made  as  “  certain  and  adequate  provifion*  for  the 
purpofes  abovementioned ,  as  they  ought  to  have  made , 
and  that  it  fhould  not  be  prefumed,  that  they  will 
not  do  it  hereafter.  Why  then  fhould  thefe  moft 
important  trufts  be  wrefted  out  of  their  hands  ? 
Why  fhould  they  not  now  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
that  authority,  which  they  have  exercifed  from  the 
firft  fettlement  of  thefe  colonies  ?  Why  fhouad  they 
be  fcandalized  by  this  innovation,  when  their  re- 
fpedive  provinces  are  now,  and  will  be  for  feveral 
years,  labouring  under  loads  of  debt,  impofed  on 
them  for  the  very  purpofe  now  fpoken  of?  Why 
fhould  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  be,  with 
the  utmoft  indignity,  treated  as  a  herd  of  defpicable 
ftupid  wretches,  fo  utterly  void  of  common  fenfe, 
that  they  will  not  even  make  “  adequate  provifion5* 
for  the  “  adminiftration  of  jufticc,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  civil  government”  among  them,  or  for 
their  own  “  defence” — though  without  fuch 
“  provifion”  .every  people  muft  inevitably  be 
overwhelmed  with  anarchy  and  dcftruttion  ?  Is  it 
poflible  to  form  an  idea  of  a  flavery  more  compleat , 
more  inferable^  more  dif graceful^  than  that  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  where  juftice  is  adminijlered ,  government  exercifed , 
and  a Jlanding  army  maintained ,  at  the  expence 
of  the  people,  and  yet  without  the  least 
dependance  upon  them?  If  we  can  find  no 

relief 
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relief  from  this  infamous  fituation,  let  Mr.  Grett* 
ville  fet  his  fertile  fancy  again  at  work,  and  as  by 
one  exertion  of  it  he  has  ftript  us  of  our  property 
and  liberty ,  let  him  by  another  deprive  us  of  our 
tinder jlanding  \  that,  unconfcious  of  what  we  have 
been  or  are ,  and  ungoaded  by  tormenting  reflections, 
we  may  bow  down  our  necks,  with  all  the  ftupid 
ferenity  of  fervitude,  to  any  drudgery,  which  our 
lords  and  mafters  fhall  pleafe  to  command. 

When  the  charges  of  the  “  adminiftration  of 
juftice,”  the  “  fupport  of  civil  government,”  and 
the  expences  of  “  defending,  protecting  and  fe- 
curing”  us,  are  provided  for,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know,  upon  what  occafions  the  crown  will  ever  call 
our  aflfeniblies  together.  Some  few  of  them  may 
meet  of  their  own  accord,  by  virtue  of  their  char¬ 
ters.  jjjut  what  will  they  have  to  do,  when  they 
are  met?  To  what  fhadows  will  they  be  reduced  ? 
The  An,  whole  deliberations  heretofore  had  an 
influence  on  every  matter  relating  to  the  liberty  and 
happinefs  of  themfelves  and  their  condiments,  and 
whofe  authority  in  domeftic  affairs  at  lead,  might 
well  be  compared  to  that  of  Roman  fenators,  will 
now  find  their  deliberations  of  no  more  confe- 
quence,  than  thofe  of  conftables .  They  may  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  make  laws  for  the  yoking  of  hogs ,  or 
pounding  of  fray  cattle.  Their  influence  will  hardly 
be  permitted  to  extend  fo  high ,  as  the  keeping  roads 
in  repair ,  as  that  bufinefs  may  more  properly  be 
executed  by  thofe  who  receive  the  public  calh. 
One  moft  memorable  example  in  hiftory  is  fo 
applicable  to  the  point  now  infilled  on,  that  it  will 
form  a  juft  conclufion  of  the  obfervations  that  have 
been  made. 

Spain  was  on  at  free.  Their  Cortes  refembled  our 

parliaments.  No  money  could  be  raifed  on  the 
r  fubjeCt, 
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fubje£t,  without  their  confent.  One  of  their  kings 
having  received  a  grant  from  them,  to  maintain  a 
war  againfl:  the  Moors ,  defired,  that  it  the  fum 
which  they  had  given,  ihould  not  be  fufficient,  he 
might  be  allowed,  for  that  emergency  only ,  to  raife 
more  money  without  ajfembling  the  Cortes.  The 
requeft  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  befk  and  wifeft 
men  in  the  afiembly.  It  was,  however,  complied 
with  by  the  votes  of  a  majority;  and  this  Angle 
conceffion  was  a  precedent  for  other  conceflions  of 
the  like  kind,  until  at  laft  the  crown  obtained  a 
general  power  of  railing  money,  in  cafes  of  ne- 
ceffity.  From  that  period  the  Cortes  ceafed  to  be 
ufefuf — the  people  ceafed  to  be  free. 

Venienti  occurrite  morbo. 

Oppofe  a  difeafe  at  its  beginning. 
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letter  X. 


My  dear  Countrymen , 

HE  confequences,  mentioned  in  the  laft  letter^ 
—  .  noc  be  the1  utmoll;  limits  of  our  mijery 
and  infamy ,  if  the  late  a£t  is  acknowledged  to  be 
binding  upon  us.  We  feel  too  fenfibly,  that  any 
mmjlerial  meafures  *  relating  to  thefe  colonies  are 
foon  carried  fuccefsfully  through  the  parliament! 
Certain  prejudices  operate  there  fo  ftrongly  againffc 
that  it  may  be  juft Iy  queftioned,  whether  all  the 
provinces  united,  will  ever  be  able  effectually  to  call 
fo  an  account  before  the  parliament,  any  minifter 
who  fliall  abufe  the  power  by  the  late  a£t  given  to 
the  crown  in  America .  He  may  divide  the  fpoils 
torn  from  us  in  what  manner  he  pleafes,  and  we 
Jleall  have  no  way  of  making  him  refponjible .  If  he 
ihould  order,  that  every  governor  fliall  have  a 
yearly  falary  of  5000I.  fterling  ;  every  chief  juftice 
of  3000 1.  every  interior  officer  in  proportion  ;  and 
fhould  then  reward  the  moft  profligate,  ignorant, 
or  needy  dependants  on  himfclf  or  his  friends,  with 

*  <c  The  Ren^nian  muft  not  wonder  he  was  not  contradicted, 
v  he  y  as  minifter ,  he  ailerted  the  right  of  parliament  to  lax 
America .  1  know  not  how  ir  is  but  there  is  a  modesty  in 

this  houfe,  which  does  not  chufe  to  contradict  a  minifter  i  with 
gentlemen  would  get  the  betitr  ot  c his  modefty  If  they  do 
NOT,  PERHAPS  THE  COLLECTIVE  BODY  MAY  BEGIN  TO 
ABATE  OF  ITS  RESPECT  FOR  THE  REPRESENTATIVE/’  Mr. 

Pitt's  Speech. 

places 
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places  of  the  greateft  truft,  becaufe  they  were  of  the 
greateft  profit,  this  would  be  calitd  an  arrangement 
in  conftquence  of  the  “  adequate  provifton  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  :5> 
and  if  the  taxes  fhould  prove  at  any  time  infufficient 
to  anfwer  all  the  expences  of  the  numherlefs  offices, 
which  minifters  may  pkafe  to  create,  furely  the 
houfe  of  commons  will  be  fo  4C  modeft,”  as  not  to 
ct  contradid  a  minifter55  who  fhall  tell  them,  it  is 
become  neceftary  to  lay  a  new  tax  upon  the  colo¬ 
nies,  for  the  laudable  purpofes  of  defraying  the 
charges  of  the  “  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
fupport  of  civil  government55  among  them.  Thus, 
in  fad,  we  fhall  be  f  taxed  by  minifters.  In  fhort, 
it  will  be  in  their  power  to  fettle  upon  us  any  civil, 
ecclesiastical,  of  military  eftabliffiment, 
which  they  chufe. 

We  may  perceive,  by  the  example  of  Ireland , 
how  eager  minifters  are  to  feize  upon  any  fettled 
revenue,  and  apply  it  in  fupporting  their  own 
power.  Happy  are  the  men,  and  happy  the 
people ,  who  grew  wife  by  the  misfortunes  of  others . 
Earneftiy,  my  dear  countrymen,  do  I  befeech  the 
author  of  all  good  gifts,  that  you  may  grow  wife  in 
this  manner;  and  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  take  fuch 
a  liberty,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  in  ge- 

f  c  Witnin  this  act  (Jiatute  dc  tall  agio  non  ccncedcndo )  are  all 
offices  eredled  with  new  fees,  or  old  offices  with  new  fees, 
or  that  is  a  tallage  put  upon  the  fubjed,  which  cannot  be  done 
without  common  alien t  by  act  of  parliament.  And  this  doth 
notably  appear  by  a  petition  in  parliament  in  anno  13  H.  IV. 
where  the  commons  complain,  that  an  office  was  e reded  for 
meafurage  of  cloths  and  canvas,  with  a  new  fee  for  the  fame, 
ry  colour  of  the  king’s  letters  patents,  and  pray  that  thefc 
.otter?  patents  maybe  revoked,  for  that  the  king  could  eredt  no 
offices  with  new  fees  to  be  taken  of  the  people,  who  may  not 
lo  be  cnarged  buc  by  parliament.”  2d  Lift.  p.  533. 
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r.eral,  as  the  bed  method  of  attaining  this  wifdom, 
diligently  to  ftudy  the  hiftories  of  other  countries. 
You  will  there  find  all  the  arts,  that  can  poffibly  be 
pra&ifed  by  cunning  rulers,  or  falfe  patriots  among 
yourfelves,  fo  fully  delineated,  that,  changing 
names,  the  account  would  ferve  for  your  own 
times. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  on  this  continent,  that 
Ireland  has,  with  a  regular  confiftency  of  injuftice, 
been  cruelly  treated  by  minifters  in  the  article  of 
penfions  ;  but  there  are  fome  alarming  circumftances 
relating  to  that  fubjeft,  which  I  wifh  to  have  better 
known  among  us. 

J  The  revenue  of  the  crown  there  arifes  princi¬ 
pally  from  the  Excife  granted  “  for  pay  of  the 
army ,  and  defraying  other  public  charges ,  in  defence 
and  prefervation  of  the  kingdom ” — from  the  tonnage 
and  additional  poundage  granted  “  for  protecting 
the  trade  of  the  kingdom  at  feay  and  augmenting  the 

public  revenue” — from  the  hearth  money  granted — * 

as 


J  An  enquiry  into  the  legality  of  penfions  on  the  Irijh^  efta- 
blifhment,  by  Alexander  M'Aulay ,  Efq;  one  of  the  King’s 
council,  &c. 

Mr.  M'Aulay  concludes  his  piece  in  the  following  beautiful 

manner.  “  if  any  penfions  have  been  obtained  on  that  efta- 

blifhment,  to  serve  the  corrupt  purposes  of  ambitious 

men. — If  his  Majefty’s  revenues  of  Ireland  have  been  employed 

in  penfions,  to  deb auch  his  Majesty’s  subjects  of  both 

kingdoms. — If  the  treafure  of  Ireland  has  been  expended  in 

penfions,  for  corrupting  men  of  that  kingdom  to 

betray  their  country;  and  men  of  the  neighbouring' 

kingdom  to  betray  both.— If  Irifli  penfions  have  been  procured, 

to *s upport  gamesters  and  gaming  houses;  promoting 

a  vice  which  threatens  national  ruin.-— *If  penfions  have  bcei. 

purloined  out  of  the  national  treafure  of  Ireland \  under  the 

Ma.sk  of  salaries  annexed  to  public  offices,  usei  ess 

to  the  nation;  newlv  invented,  for  the  purposes  of 

corrupt iON.-—”lf  Ireland ,  juft  beginning  to  recover  fiom  the 

devaluations  of  maflacre  and  rebellion,  be  obltruftcd  in  the 

progreis 
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as  a  “  public  revenue ,  for  public  chargee  and  ex- 
fences”  There  are  fome  other  branches  of  the 
revenue,  concerning  which  there  is  not  any  exprefs 
appropriation  of  them  for  public  fervice ,  but  which 
were  plainly  fo  intended. 

Of  thefe  branches  of  the  revenue  the  crown  is  only 
trujlee  for  the  public.  They  are  unalienable.  They 
are  inapplicable  to  any  other  purpofes,  but  thofe  for 
which  they  were  eftablifhed  ;  and  therefore  are  not 
legally  chargeable  with  penfions. 

There  is  another  kind  of  revenue,  which  is  a  pri¬ 
vate  revenue.  This  is  not  limited  to  any  public 
ufes  ^  but  the  crown  has  the  fame  property  in  it, 
that  any  perfon  has  in  his  eftate.  This  does  not 
amount,  at  the  mod  to  fifteen  thoufani  pounds ,  a 
year,  probably  not  to  /even*  and  is  the  only  re¬ 
venue,  that  can  be  legally  charged  with  penfions. 

If  minifters  were  accuftomed  to  regard  the  rights 
or  happinefs  of  the  people,  the  penfions  in  Ireland 
would  not  exceed  the  fum  juft  mentioned  :  but 
long  fince  have  they  exceeded  that  limit  •,  and  in 
December  iy6 5,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe 

progrefs  of  her  cure,  by  swarms  of  pensionary  vultures 
preying  on  her  vitals. — If,  by  fquandering  the  national 
fubftance  of  Ireland,  in  a  licentious  unbounded  profu¬ 
sion  of  pensions,  in ftead  of  employing  it  in  nourifhing  and 
improving  her  infant  agriculture,  trade,  and  manufactures,  or 
in  enlightening  and  reforming  her  poor,  ignorant ,  deluded,  infe¬ 
rable  natives  (by  nature  moft  amiable,  molt  valuable,  moil: 
worthy  of  public  attention)— If,  by  fuch  abufe  of  the  national 
fubfance,  foth  and  nafiinefs ,  cold  and  hunger ,  nakednefs  and 
nvretchednefs,  popery ,  depopulation  and  barbarifm ,  Hill  maintain 
their  ground ;  fill  deform  a  country,  abounding  with  all  the 
riches  of  nature,  yet  hitherto  deitined  to  beggary.— If  such 
pensions  be  found  on  the  Irijh  eftabliihment ;  let  fuch  be  cut 
off.  and  let  the  perfidious  advifers  he  branded  with  indelible 
characters  of  public  infamy ;  adequate,  if  poilible,  to  the  dif- 
wonour  of  their  crime.” 
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of  commons  in  that  kingdom,  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  great  increafe  of  penfions  on  the  Irijh 
ellablilhment,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  158,6851. 
— in  the  laft  two  years. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  glofs  over  thefe 
grofs  encroachments,  by  this  fpecious  argument — 
“  That  expending  a  competent  part  of  the  public 
revenue  in  penfions,  from  a  principle  of  charity 
or  generofity,  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown ; 
and  is  therefore  ufeful  to  the  public.”  To  give  this 
argument  any  weight,  it  muft  appear,  that  the 
penfions  proceed  from  “  charity  or  generofity 
only” — and  that  it  “  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the 

crown,”  to  ail  direffly  contrary  to  law.— 

* 

From  this  conduft  towards  Ireland ,  in  open 
violation  of  law,  we  may  eafily  forefee  what  we 
may  expedt,  when  a  mimfter  will,  have  the  whole 
revenue  of  America  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  dil- 
pofed  of  at  his  own  pleafure  :  for  all  the  monies 
railed  by  the  late  ad  are  to  be  cc  applied  by  virtue 
of  warrants  under  the  fign  manual,  counterfigned 
by  the  high  treafurer,  or  any  three  of  the  coni- 
miffioners  of  the  trealury.53  The  cc  residue” 
indeed  is  to  be  “  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  parliament. 
So  that  a  minifter  will  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
take  care,  that  there  (hall  be  no  Cw  refid  ue,  *  and 
be  is  fuperior  to  all  controul. 

Befides  the  burden  of  penfions  in  Ireland ,  which 
have  enormoufly  increafed  within  thefe  few  years, 
almoft  all  the  offices  in  that  poor  kingdom,  have 
been,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prelent 
century,  and  now  are  beflowed  upon  fir  angers^  For 
though  the  merit  of  perfons  born  there,  juftly 

raifes° them  to  places  of  high  truft  when  they  go 

abio^dj 
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abroad,  as  all  Europe  can  witnefs,  yet  he  is  an  un¬ 
commonly  lucky  Irijhman ,  who  can  get  a  good  poft 
in  his  native  country , 

When  I  confider  the  [)  manner  in  which  that 
ifland  has  been  uniformly  depreffed  for  fo  many 

years 

H  In  Charles  the  fecond’s  time  the  houfe  of  commons,  influ¬ 
enced  by  fome  fa&ious  demagogues,  were  refolved  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle  into  England .  Among  other 
arguments  in  favour  of  Ireland  it  was  infilled — “  That  by 
cutting  off  almoft  entirely  the  trade  between  the  kingdoms,  all 
the  natural  bands  of  union  were  dissolved,  and 
nothing  remained  to  keep  the  Irijh  in  their  duty,  but  force  and 

The  king  (fays  Mr.  Hu?ne,  in  his  hiflory  of  England)  was 
fo  convinced  of  the  juftnefs  of  thefe  reafons,  that  he  ufed  all  his 
interefl  to  oppofe  the  bill,  and  he  openly  declared,  that  he 
could  not  give  his  affent  to  it  with  a  fafe  confcience.  But  the 
commons  were  refolute  in  their  purpofe.” — 1 “  And  the  foirit  of 
TYRANNY ,  of  M  nat.ons  ™  as  fufceptible  Indi¬ 

viduals,  had  animated  the  Engiijh  o-reu  ei\  to  exert 
THEIR  superiorly  over  their  dependant  fate.  No  affair 
could  be  condu&ed  with  greater  violence  tnan  this  by  the 
commons.  They  even  went  fo  far  in  the  preamble  of  the 
bill,  as  to  declare  the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle  to  be  a  nu- 
sange  By  this  expreflion  they  gave  fcope  to  their  pajfon,  and 
and  at  the  fame  time  barred  the  king's  prerogative ,  b  which  he 
might  think  himfelt  entitled  to  diipenle  with  a  law.  so  full 
©f  injustice  and  bad  policy.  The  lords  expunged  the 
word,  but  as  the  king  was  fenfible  that  no  fupply  would  be  oivea 
by  the  commons,  unlefs  they  were  gratified  in  ail  their  preju¬ 
dices,  he  was  obliged  both  to  employ  his  interefl  with  the 
pe^s,  to  make  the  bill  pafs,  and  to  give  the  royal  afTent  to  it. 

He  could  not,  however,  forbear  exprefling,  his  difpleafure,  at 
the  jealoufy  entertained  againft  him,  and  at  the  intention  which 
the  commons  difcovered  of  retrenching  his  prerogative. 

is  avj  i  ought  great  diftrefs  for  Join  e  ti?ncupon  Ireland,  but 
IT  HAS  OCCASIONED  THEIR  APPLYING  WITH  GREATER 
INDUSTRY  TO  MANUFACTURES,  AND  HAS  PROVED  1  N  THE 
ISSUE  BENEFICIAL  TO  THAT  KINGDOM.” 

erhaps  the  fame  reafon  occafioned  the  “  barring  the  kinn’s 
2v^°^aUVe  *ate  spending  the  legiflation  of  Nevj 
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years  paft,  with  this  pernicious  particularity  of 
their  §  parliament  continuing  as  long  as  the  crown 
pleajes ,  1  am  aftonifhed  to  obferve  juch  a  love  of 
liberty  (till  animating  that  loyal  and  generous 
nation  •,  and  nothing  can  raife  higher  my  idea  of 
the  integrity  and  f  public  spirit  of  a  people, 

who 

l 

This  we  may  be  allured  of,  that  we  are  as  dear  to  his  Ma- 
jejiy ,  as  the  people  of  Great-Britain  are.  We  are  his  fubje£t$ 
as  well  as  they,  and  as  faithful  fuhjefts  ;  and  his  Majefty  has 
given  too  many,  too  -.onilant  proofs  of  his  pietv  and  virtue,  for 
any  man  to  think  it  poffible,  that  fuch  a  prince  can  make  any 
unjuft  diftindtion  between  fuch  fuljeds,  It  makes  no  difference 
te>  his  Majefty,  whether  fupphes  are  raifed  in  Great-Britain>  or 
America ;  but  it  makes  fome  difference  to  the  commons  of  that 
kingdom. 

To  fpeak  plainlv,  as  becomes  an  honeft  man  on  fuch  impor¬ 
tant  occafions,  all  our  misfortunes  are  owing  to  a  lust  of 
power  in  men  of  abilities  and  influence .  This  prompts  them  to 
feek  popularity  by  expedients  profitable  to  themfelves,  though 
ever  fo  deftrudlive  to  their  country. 

Such  is  the  accurfed  nature  of  lawlefs  ambition,  and  yet— 
What  heart  but  melts  at  the  thought! — Such  falfe  deteftable 
patriots,  in  every  nation ,  have  led  their  blind,  confiding 
country,  fhouting  their  appiaufes,  into  the  jaws  ot  Jhame  and 
ruin.  May  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  people  oi  Great - 
Britain ,  fave  them  from  the  ufual  fate  of  nation  ', 

- -  MENTEM  MORTAL1A  TANGUNT.’’ 

§  The  laft  Irijh  parliament  contiriued  33)  ears,  during  all  the 
late  king’s  reign.  The  prefent  parliament  there  has  continued 
from  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  and  probably  will  continue 
till  this  reign  ends. 

I  am  informed,  that  within  thefe  few  years,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  fetting  forth,  “  that  her¬ 
rings  were  imported  into  Ireland  from  fome  foreign  parts  of 
the  north  fo  cheap,  as  to  diicourage  the  Britijh  herring  fifhery, 
and  therefore  praying  that  fome  remedy  might  be  applied  in  that 
behalf  by  parliament. 

That  upon  this  petition,  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  to 
irnpofe  a  duty  of  two  (hillings  fterling  on  every  barrel  of  fo¬ 
reign  herrings"  imported  in.o  Ireland ;  but  afterwards  dropt  the 
affair,  for  fear  of  engaging  in  a  dispute  with  Ire¬ 
land  ABOUT  THE  RIGHT  OF  TAXING  HER. 

So  much  higher  was  the  opinion,  which  the  noufe  entertained 

of  the  fpirit  of  lrelandy  than  of  that  of  thefe  colonies, 

*  I  find. 
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who  have  preferved  the  facred  fire  of  freedom  from 
being  extinguilhed,  though  the  altar  on  which  it 

burnt,  has  been  overturned. 

• 

In  the  fame  manner  fhall  we  unqueftionably  be 
treated,  as  foon  as  the  late  taxes  laid  upon  us,  (hall 
make  pofts  in  the  “  government,”  and  the  “  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice”  here ,  worth  the  attention 
of  perfons  of  influence  in  Great-Bntain .  Wc 
know  enough  already  to  fatify  us  of  this  truth* 
But  this  will  not  be  the  worft  part  of  our  cafe. 

The  principals  in  all  great  offices  will  refide  in 
England^  making  fome  paltry  allowance  to  deputies 
for  doing  the  bufinefs  here .  Let  any  man  confider 
what  an  exhaufting  drain  this  muft  be  upon  us, 
when  minifters  arepofleffed  of  the  power  of  affixing 
what  falaries  they  pleafe  to  pofts,  and  he  muft  be 
convinced  how  deftruftive  the  late  aft  will  :  e. 
The  injured  kingdom  lately  mentioned,  can  tell  us 
the  mifchiefs  of  absentees  ;  and  we  may  perceive 
already  the  fame  difpofition  taking  place  with  us. 
The  government  of  New^Tork  ha  been  exercifed 
by  a  deputy.  That  of  Virginia  is  now  held  fo ; 
and  we  know  of  a  numbrr  of  fecretaryfhips,  col- 
leftorfhips,  and  other  offices  held  in  the  fame 
manner. 

I  find,  in  the  laft  Englijh  papers,  that  the  refolution  and  firm- 
nefs  with  which  the  peop;e  of  Ireland  have  lately  aliened  their 
freedom,  have  been  fo  alarfninp-  to  Great  Britain .  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  20th  of  lalt  Qftobcr, 
*s  recommended  to  that  parliament,  that  fuch  provision  may  be 
made  for  fecuring  the  judges  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  offices  and 
appointments ,  during  their  good  behaviour,  as  ihall  be 
thought  molt  expedient.' ” 

What  an  important  concefiion  is  thus  obtained,  by  making 
demands  becoming  freemen,  with  a  courage  and  perfeverance 
becoming  freemen  1 


True 
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irue  it  is,  that  if  the  people  of  Great- Britain 
were  not  too  much  bl-nded  by  the  paffions,  th  * 
have  been  artfu  ly  excited  in  them  breafts,  ag,,nft 
them  dutifu  children  the  coloniffis,  thefe  confidera 
tion  would  be  nearly  as  alarming  to  them  as  to  us. 
1  he  influence  of  the  crown  was  thought  by  wife 
men,  many  years  ago,  too  great,  by  reafon  of  the 
multitude  of  penfions  and  places  bellowed  by  it. 
Inele  have  been  vaftly  encreafed  flncef,  and  per¬ 
haps  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that 
the  people  have  decreafed. 

Surely  therefore,  thofe  who  wifh  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  ought  ferioufly  to  refleft,  what  may 

+  ?ne7ff„tlie  r5fon,s  ur"ed  by  that  great  and  honeft  ftatef- 
ffian  Sir  Wtlham  Temple,  to  Charles  the  fecond,  in  his  famous 

remonftrance,  to  diiluade  him  from  aiming  at  arbitrary 

power,  was  that  the  king  “  had  few  offices  to  bellow.  "Hume's 
liilt.  of  England. 

“  Tho’  the  wings  of  prerogative  have  been  dipt,  the  influ- 
cnee  ot  the  crown  is  greater  than  ever  it  was  in  any  period  of 
our  Jmtory.  For  when  we  conflder  in  how  many  boroughs  the 
government  has  the  votes  at  command  ;  when  we  conflder  the 
vaft  body  of  perfons  employed  in  the  colledion  of  the  revenue^ 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  inconceivable  number  of 
p  acemen,  and  candidates  for  places  in  the  cuftoms,  in  the 
excise,  in  the  poft  office,  in  the  dock-yards,  in  the  ordnance,  in 
tiie  ialt  office,  in  the  Ifamps,  in  the  navy  and  victualling  oflices, 
and  in  a  variety  of  other  departments ;  when  we  conflder  a  c*ain 
the  ex  ten  five  influence  of  the  money  corporations,  fubfeription 
jobbers  and  contractors,  theendlefs  dependancies  created  by  the 
obligations  conferred  on  the  bulk  of  the  gentlemens  families 
th'oughout  kingdom,  who  have  relations  preferred  in  our 
navy  and  numerous  (landing  army;  when  I  fay,  we  conflder 
how  wide,  how  binding  a  dependance  on  the  crown  is  created 
Ly  the  above  enumerated  particulars;  and  the  great,  the  enor¬ 
mous  weight  and  influence  which  the  crown  derives  from  this 
extenflve  depenaance  upon  its  favour  and  power,  any  lord  in 
waiting,  any  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  any  man  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  minifler.’’ 

A  do&rine  to  this  efFeCt  is  faid  to  have  been  the  advice  of  L — . 

H  - — Late  News  Paper . 
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be  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  new  creation  of  offices, 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  crown.  The  army ,  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  jujiice ,  and  the  civil  government  here, 
with  fuch  falaries  as  the  crown  (hall  pieafe  to  annex, 
will  extend  minificrial  influence  as  much  beyond 
its  former  bounds,  as  the  late  war  did  the  Brilijh 
dominions. 

But  whatever  the  people  of  Great -Britain  may 
think  on  this  occafion,  I  hope  the  peop’e  of  thefe 
colonies  will  unanimoufly  join  in  this  f  ntiment, 
that  the  late  aft  of  parliament  is  injurious  to  their 
liberty,  and  that  this  fentiment  will  unite  them  in  a 
firm  oppofition  to  it.  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
dread  of  the  flamp-aft  did. 

♦ 

I 

Some  perfons  may  imagine  the  fums  to  be  raifed 
by  it,  are  but  fmail,  and  therefore  may  be  inclined 
to  acquit  fee  under  it.  A  conduct  more  dangerous 
to  f  eedom,  as  before  has  been  obferved,  can  never 
be  adopted.  Nothing  is  warning  at  home  but  a  * 
precedent,  the  force  of  which  fhall  be  eftablifli- 
ed,  bv  the  tacit  fubmiffion  of  the  colonies.  With 

*  J 

what  zeal  was  the  ftatute  erecting  the  poll-office, 
and  another  relating  to  the  recovery  of  debts  in 
America ,  urged  and  tortured,  as  precedents  in  fup- 
port  of  the  ft  amp -a  51 ,  tho5  wholly  inapplicable. 
If  the  parliament  iucceed-  in  this  attempt,  other 
futures  will  impofe  other  duties.  Inftead  of  taxing 
curfelves,  as  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  do,  from 

*  “  Here  may  be  obferved,  that  when  any  ancient  law  or 
cuftom  of  parliament  is  broken,  and  the  crown  poflhfFed  of  a 
precedent ,  how  difficult  a  thing  it  is  to  reft  ore  the  fv.hjeci  again  to 
his  FORMER  FREEDOM  AND  SAFETY.”  2 d  Coke'Cltlft.  p.  529. 

“  It  is  not  almoft  credible  to  fcrcfcc ,  when  any  maxim  or  fun¬ 
damental  law  of  this  realm  is  a  tered  (as  elfewhere  hath  been 
obferved)  what  dangerous  incowveniencies  do  follow.”  egh  Coke's 
Inft.  pt  41. 
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the  firfi:  fettlement  of  thefe  provinces,  all  our  ufual 
taxes  will  be  converted  into  parliamentary  taxes  on 
our  importations  j  and  thus  the  parliament  will  levy 
upon  us  fuch  turns  of  money  as  they  chute  to  take 
without  any  other  limitation ,  than  their  pleafure. 

We  know  how  much  labour  and  care  have  been 
bellowed  by  thefe  colonies,  in  laying  taxes  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  they  thould  be  mod  eafy  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  being  laid  on  the  proper  articles ;  mod 
equal,  by  being  proportioned  to  every  man’s  cir- 
cumfhnces ;  and  cheapejl ,  by  the  method  dire&ed 
ior  collefting  them. 

But  parliamentary  taxes  will  be  laid  on  us,  with¬ 
out  any  coniideration,  whether  there  is  any  eafier 
mode.  The  only  point  regarded  will  be,  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  levying  of  taxes ,  and  not  the  convenience 
of  the  people  on  whom  they  are  to  be  levied;  and 
therefore  all  datutes  on  this  head  will  be  fuch  as 
will  be  mod  hkely,  according  to  the  favourite 
phrafe,  u  to  execute  themfelves.” 

Taxes  in  every  free  ft  ate  have  been,  and  ought 
to  be,  as  exaftly  proportioned  as  is  pojfible  to  the 
abilities  of  thoje  who  are  to  pay  them .  They  cannot 
ocherwife  be  juft.  Even  a  Hottentot  would  compre¬ 
hend  the  unreafonablenefs  of  making  a  poor  man 
pay  as  much  as  for  defending”  the  property  of  a 
rich  man,  as  the  rich  man  payshimfelf. 

Let  any  perfon  look  into  the  late  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  he  will  immediately  perceive,  that  the 
immenfe  edates  of  Lord  Fairfax ,  Lord  |J  Baltimore , 

and 

||  Maryland  and  Pcnnfylvania  have  been  engaged  in  the 
warmeft  difputes,  in  order  to  obtain  an  equal  and  juft  taxation 
of  their  proprietors  eftates :  but  this  late  adt  of  parliament  does 

more 
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and  our  proprietaries ,  which  are  amongft  his  Majef- 
ty’s  other  C4  dominions  to  be  44  defended,  pro 
tested  and  fecured”  by  the  ad,  will  not  pay  a  Jingle 
farthing  for  the  duties  thereby  impofed,  except 
Lord  Fairfax  wants  fome  of  his  windows  glazed  ; 
Lord  Baltimore  and  our  proprietaries  are  quite  fe- 
cure,  as  they  live  in  England. 

I  mention  thefe  particular  cafes,  as  ftriking  in- 
ftances  how  far  the  late  aft  is  a  deviation  from  that 
principle  of  jufice,  which  has  fo  conftantly  diftin- 
guiffied  our  own  laws  on  this  continent,  and  ought 
to  be  regarded  in  all  laws. 

The  third  confideration  with  our  continental 
affemblies  in  laying  taxes,  has  been  the  method  of 
collecting  them!  This  has  bten  done  by  a  few 
officers,  under  the  infpeftion  of  the  refpeftive  af¬ 
femblies,  with  moderate  allowances.  No  more  was 
raifed  from  the  fubjeft,  than  was  ufed  for  the  in¬ 
tended  purpofes.  But  by  the  late  aft,  a  minifter 
may  appoint  as  many  officers  as  he  p! cafes  for  collect¬ 
ing  the  taxes ;  may  affign  them  what  falaries  he 
thinks  44  adequate  and  they  are  fubjeft  to  no  in - 
j petition  but  his  own . 

In  (horr,  if  the  late  aft  of  parliament  takes 
effeft,  the  e  colonies  muft  dwindle  into  46  common 
corporations,”  as  their  enemies,  in  the  debates 
concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Jlamp  aft,  firenuonfly 
infifted  they  were ;  and  it  feems  not  improbable  that 
fome  future  hiftonan  may  thus  record  our  fall. 

46  The  eighth  year  of  this  reign  was  diftinguifh-r 
ed  by  a  very  memorable  events  the  American  colonies 

then 

more  for  thofe  proprietors  than  they  themfelves  would  venture 
£0  demand*  It  totally  exempts  them  from  taxation — tho’  their 
vaft  eitatesare  Co  be  “  lecured”  by  the  taxes  of  otner  people. 
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fubmitting  for  the  FIRST  time,  to  be  taxed  in/ 
the  Bntijh  parliament.  An  attempt  of  this  kind 
had  been  made  about  two  years  betore,  but  was  de¬ 
feated  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  defence  of  their  liberties.  Their  beha- 
viour  on  that  occafion  rendered  their  name  very  ce¬ 
lebrated  .for  a  fhort  time  all  over  Europe-,  all  ftates 

to  a  difpute  between 
Great- Britain,  and  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  her  domi- 

mens.  For  as  Ihe  was  thought  to  be  grown  too  pow- 
eiiul  by  the  fuccefsful  conclufion  of  the  late  war  fhe 
had  t  een  engaged  in,  it  was  hoped  by  many,  that  as 
it  happened  before  to  other  kingdoms,  civil  dilcords 
would  afford  opportunities  of  revenging  all  the  in¬ 
juries  fuppofed  to  be  received  from  herf  However, 
the  caule  of  diO’enfion  was  removed,  by  a  repeal 
cf  the  ftatute  that  had  given  offence.  This  affair 
rendered  the  submissive  conduct  of  the  colonies 
fo  foon  after,  the  more  extraordinary  ;  there  being 
no  difference  between  the  mode  of  taxation  which 
they  oppoitd,  and  that  to  which  they  fubmitted, 
but  this,  that  by  the  firff,  they  were  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  reminded,  that  they  were  taxed,  by  certain 
marks  ftamped  on  every  piece  of  paper  or  parch¬ 
ment  they  ufed.  The  authors  of  that  ftatute  tri¬ 
umphed  greatly  on  this  condudt  of  the  colonies, 
3nd  infifted,  that  if  the  people  of  Great- Britain  had 
perfifted  in  enforcing  it,  the  Americans  would  have 
been,  in  a  few  months ,  fo  fatigued  with  the  efforts 
of  patriotifm,  that  they  would  quickly  have  yielded 
obedience. 


.  .yc'C  '  .  •  V  A  ■  -c  .'-cc 
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“  Certain  it  is,  that  tho’  they  had  before  theii 

eyes  fo  many  illuftrious  examples  in  their  mother  coun¬ 
try,  of  the  conffai.t  fuccels  attending  firmnefs  ant 
ferfeverance,  in  oppofition  fo  dangerous  encroach¬ 
ments  on  liberty,  yet  they  quietly  gave  up  a  point 
of  the  last  importance.  From  thence  the 

decline 
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decline  of  their  freedom  began,  and  its  decay  was 
extrem  ly  rapid  \  for  as  money  was  always  railed 
upon  them  by  the  parliament  their  ajfemblies  grew* 
immediately  ufelefs ,  and  in  a  flio  r  time  contempt u 
lie  :  and  in  lefs  than  one  hundred  year  ,  the  peo¬ 
ple  funk  down  into  rhat  tamenefs  and  Jupinenefs  of 
fpirit,  by  which  they  ftil]  continue  to  be  diftin- 
guiflied.” 

Et  major es  vefiros  &  pofleros  cogitate. 

Remember  your  anceftors  and  your  pofterlty, 

A  FARMER, 


mwm‘- 


LETTER  XI. 


My  dear  Countrymen , 

T  HAVE  feveral  times  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  let- 
A  ters,  mentioned  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  as 
being  the  foundation  of  future  meafures  injurious  to 
thefe  colonies;  and  the  belief  of  this  truth,  I  wifh 
to  prevail,  becaufe  I  think  it  neceffary  to  our 
fafety. 

A  perpetual  jealoufy  refpefting  liberty,  is  abfolute- 
ly  requisite  in  all  free  ftates.  The  very  texture  of 
their  conftitution  in  mixt  governments  demands  it. 
For  the  cautions  with  which  power  is  diftributed 
among  the  feveral  orders,  imply ,  that  each  has  that 
Ihare  which  is  proper  for  the  general  welfare,  and 
therefore,  that  any  further  acquificion  muft  be  per¬ 
nicious.  *  Machiavel  employs  a  whole  chapter  in 
his  difcourfes,  to  prove  that  a  ftate,  to  be  long 
lived,  muft  be  frequently  corrected  and  reduced  to 
it’s  firft  principles.  But  of  all  ftates  that  have  ex- 
ifted,  there  never  was  any,  in  which  this  jealoufy 
could  be  more  proper  than  in  thefe  colonies.  For 


9  Macbiavel’s  Difcourfes,— b.  3,  ch.  i« 
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the  government  here  is  not  only  mixt,  but  defen¬ 
dant  ^  which  circumftance  occafions  a  'peculiarity  in 
its  form,  of  a  very  delicate  nature. 

Two  reafons  induce  me  to  defire,  that  this  fpirit 
of  apprehenfion  may  be  always  kept  among  us,  in  it’s 
utmoft  vigilance.  The  firft  is  this,  that  as  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  thefe  provinces  indubitably  confifts  in  their 
connection  with  Great -Britain ,  any  reparation  be¬ 
tween  them  is  lcfs  likely  to  be  occafioned  by  civil 
difcords,  if  every  difgufting  meafure  is  oppofed 
fingly  and  while  it  is  new .  For  in  this  manner  cf 
proceeding,  every  fuch  meafure  is  moft  likely  to  be 
rectified.  On  the  other  hand,  opprefiions  and  dif- 

fatisfaftions  being  permitted  to  accumulate - if 

ever  the  governed  throw  off  the  load,  they  will  do 

more.  A  people  does  not  reform  with  moderation, 

• 

The  rights  of  the  fubjeCt  therefore  cannot  be  too 
often  confidered,  explained  or  afferted ;  and  who¬ 
ever  attempts  to  do  this,  fnews  himfclf,  whatever 
may  be  the  rafh  and  peevifh  reflections  of  pretend¬ 
ed  wifdom,  and  pretended  duty,  a  friend  to  theft 
who  injudicioufiy  exercife  their  power,  as  well  as  iq 
them  over  whom  it  is  to  exercifed, 

Had  all  the  points  of  prerogative,  claimed  by 
Charles  the  firfr,  been  feparately  contefled  and  fet- 
t  ed  in  preceding  reigns,  his  fate  would  in  ail  pro¬ 
bability  have  been  very  different;  and  the  people 
would  have  been  content  with  that  liberty  which  is 
compatible  with  regal  authority.  But  he  *  thought, 

ic 

*  T^e  autk°r  fenfible,  that  this  is  putting  the  gentleft  con- 
ftruction  on  Lbarhs\  conduft  ;  and  that  is  the  icaion  he  chufes 
it.  Allowances  ought  to  he  made  for  the  errors  of  thofe  mew, 
who  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  polTeft  of  many  virtues. 
1  he  education  of  this  unhappy  Prince,  and  his  confidence  in 

I  r 
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it  would  be  as  dangerous  for  him,  to  give  up  tire 
powers  which  at  3ny  time  had  been  by  ulurpatioti 
exercifed  by  the  crown,  as  thofe,  that  were  legally 
veiled  in  it.  I  his  produced  an  equal  excels  on  the 
part  of  the  people:  for  when  their  paffions  were  ex¬ 
cited  by  multiplied  grievances,  they  thought  it  would 
oe  as  dangerous  for  them,  to  allow  the  powers  that 
were  legally  veiled  in  the  crown,  as  thofe  which  at 
any  time  had  been  by  ufurpation  exercifed  by  it. 
A6b,  that  might  by  themf elves ,  have  been  upon 
many  confiderations  excufed  or  extenuated,  derived 
a  contagious  malignancy  and  odium  from  other  afls, 
with  which  they  were  connected.  They  were  not 
regarded  according  to  the  fingle  force  of  each,  but 
as  parts  of  a  fyftem  of  oppreffion.  Every  one 
therefore,  however  fmall  in  itfelf,  became  alarming, 
as  an  additional  evidence  of  tyrannical  defigns.  It 
was  in  vain  for  prudent  and  moderate  men  to  infill, 
that  there  was  no  neceffity  to  abolifh  royalty  :  No¬ 
thing  lefs  than  the  utter  deftru&ion  of  monarchy 
could  fatisfy  thofe,  w h o  kadi u ffe re d ,  and  thought 
they  had  reafon  to  believe,  they  always  Jhould  fuffer 
under  it. 


The  confequences  of  thefe  mutual  diftrufts  are 
dl  known.  But  there  is  no  other  people  men¬ 
tioned  in  hiftory,  that  I  recollect,  who  have  been 
fo  conftantly  watchful  of  their  liberty,  and  fo  fuc- 
cefsful  in  their  druggies  for  it,  as  the  Englijh.  This 
confideration  leads  me  to  a  fecond  reafon,  why  [ 
defire  that  the  fpirit  of  apprehenfion  may  be  al- 
iC  ways  kept  up  among  us,  in  its  utmof!  vigilance.55 


men  not  fo  rood  or  wife  ashimfelf,  bad  probably  fled  him  with 
irndafen  notions  of  his  own  authority,  and  of  the coafequences 
that  would  attend  concefiions  of  any  kind  to  a  people,  who  were 
reprdtmed  to  him  as  aiming  at  too  much  power. 


The 


Custom  undoubtedly,  has  a  mighty  force 
producing  opinion ,  and  reigns  in  nothing  more  i 
bitrarily  than  in  public  affairs.  It  gradually  reco 
dies  us  to  objedseven  of  dread  and  deteftation,  a 
I  cannot  but  think  thefe  lines  of  Mr.  Pope  as  app 
cable  to  vice  in  politics  as  to  vice  in  ethics  — 


44  Vice  is  a  monfter  of  fo  horrid  mien, 

44  As  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  feen  ; 

Yet  feen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face. 
We  fir  ft  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace P 


When  an  act  injurious  to  freedom  has  been  or 
done,  and  the  people  bear  it,  the  repetition  of  it 
moft  likely  to  meet  with  fubmiffion  :  For  as  t 
mi f chief  cf  the  one  was  found  to  be  tolerable,  th 
will  hope  the  fecond  will  prove  fo  too*,  and  th 
will  not  regard  the  infamy  of  rhe  lad,  becaufe  th 
are  ftained  with  that  of  the  firft. 
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The  firft  principles  of  government  are  to  be  loo 
edfor,  in  human  nature.  Some  of  the  bed  writ) 
have  afferted,  and  it  feems  with  good  reafon, 

44  government  is  founded  on  *  opinion .’a 


Indeed  nations  in  general  are  more  apt  to 
than  to  think  ;  and  therefore  nations  in  general  ha 
loft  their  liberty  :  For  as  the  violation  of  the  rig 
of  the  governed^  are  commonly  not  only  ft  fpecioi 
but  fmall  at  the  beginning,  they  fpread  over  t 
multitude  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ro  touch  individu 


but  flightly  ;  thus  they  are  dilregarded  J. 


T 

pow 


*  Hu?r<y f’sFfTnys. 

f  Omnia  mala  exempt  a  ex  bonis  initiis  orta  funt. 

Sal l.  Bell.  Cat.  i . 
1  “  The  republic  is  always  attached  with  greater  vigour  t h a 
defended :  ror  audacious  and  profdpate,  prompted  by  tf 
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power  or  profit  that  arifes  from  thefe  violations, 
centering  in  few  perfons ,  is  to  them  confiderable. 
For  this  reafon,  the  governor  s  having  in  view  their 
particu’ar  purpoies,  fucceflively  preferve  an  unifor¬ 
mity  of  conduct  for  attaining  them;  they  regularly 
increafe  and  multiply  the  firft  injuries,  till  at  length 
the  inattentive  people  are  compelled  to  perceive  the 
heavinefs  of  their  burthens  They  begin  to  com¬ 
plain  and  inquire — -but  too  late,  They  find  their 
oppreffions  fo  ftrengthened  by  fuccefs,  and  them- 
felves  fo  entangled  in  examp’es  of  txprefs  authority 
on  the  part  of  their  rulers,  and  of  tacit  recognition 
on  their  own  part,  that  they  are  quire  confounded  : 
For  millions  entertain  no  other  idea  of  the  legality  of 
power,  than  that  it  is  founded  on  the  excrcife  of 
power.  They  then  voluntarily  fatten  their  chains 
by  adopting  a  pufillanimous  opinion ,  “  that  there 
“  w .11  be  too  much  danger  in  attempting  a  remedy” 
—or  another  opinion  no  Ids  fatal,  that  the  go- 
6C  vernment  has  a  right  to  treat  them  as  it  does.” 
They  then  feek  a  wretched  relief  for  their  minds,  by 
perfuading  themfelves,  that  to  yield  their  obedience >, 
is  to  difcharge  their  duty .  The  deplorable  poverty 
of  fpirit,  that  proftrates  all  the  dignity  beftowed  by 
Divine  Providence  on  our  nature — of  courfe  Suc¬ 
ceeds. 


M 


From  thefe  reflections  I  conclude  that  every 

free  ftace  fhoulJ  incefiantly  watch,  and  inttantly 

take 


natural  enmity  to  it,  are  eafily  impelled  to  s upon  the  If n ft  nod 
of  their  leaders:  whereas  the  honest,  I  know  not  why,  are 
generally Jloiv  and  unwilling  to  ihr;  and  neglecting  always  the 
beginnings  of  tuings,  ar c  never  roufed  to  exert  themfelves, 
bat  bv  the  lajl  necejjiiy  ;  fo  that  through  irresolution  and 
delay,  when  they  would  be  glad  to  compound  at  laft  for  their 
ouiet,  at  the  expence  even  of  their  honour,  they  commonly 
loft  them  BOTH.”  Cicero  %  orat.  tor  Sextius 

\  buck 
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take  alarm  on  any  addition  being  made  to  the  power 
cxercifed  over  them.  Innumerable  inftances  might 
be  produced  to  fhevv,  from  what  flight  beginnings 
the  molt  extenfive  confequences  have  flowed  :  But 
I  feleft  two  only,  from  the  hiflory  of  England ♦ 

Henry  the  feventh,  was  the  firfii  monarch  of  that 
kingdom,  who  eftablilhed  a  founding  body  of  armed 
men\  this  was  a  band  of  fifty  archers,  called  Yeo¬ 
men  of  the  Guard;  and  this  inft* tu  ion,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  fmallnefs  of  the  number,  occafioned 
difcontent.  In  1684  the  {landing  forces  were  fo 
much  augmented,  that  Rapin  fays — “  The  king  in 
<c  order  to  make  his  people /^//y  fienfible  of  their  new 
“  Jlavery ,  affedted  to  mufler  his  troops,  which 
ct  amounted  to  4000  well  armed  and  difciplined 

men.”  I  think  our  army  at  this  time  confitls  of 
more  chan  f evenly  regiments. 

The  method  of  taxing  by  excise,  was  fir  ft  in¬ 
troduced  amidft  the  convulfions  of  the  civil  wars. 
Extreme  neceffity  was  pretended,  and  its  fliort  con¬ 
tinuance  promifed.  After  the  reftoration,  an  excife 
upon  beer ,  ale^  and  other  liquor j,  was  granted  to  the 
king  *,  one  half  in  fee,  the  other  for  life,  as  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  the  court  of  wards.  Upon  James  the  fe- 
cond’s  acceffion,  the  parliament  gave  him  thefirll 
excife  with  an  additional  duty  on  wine^  tobacco ,  and 
fomzother  things.  Since  the  revolution,  it  has  been 
extended  to  laic,  candles,  leather,  hides,  hop*, 
f  ap,  paper,  pafte*  boards,  mill-boards,  fca-le-boards, 
vellum,  parchment,  (larch,  filks,  caliicoes,  linens. 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  this  great  and  excellent  man, 
whole  vaft  a bil iti^s,  and  the  calamities  of  the  time  in  which  he 
lived,  enabled  him,  by  mournful  experience,  to  form  a  juft 
judgment  on  the  condudl  of  the  fiends  and  enemies  of  liberty. 

*  12  Car.  II.  ch.  23  and  24. 

f  1  Jac „  II.  ch.  1  and  4. 

H  3  Huffs, 
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fluffs,  printed,  {tained,  &c.  wines,  wrought  plate* 
coffee*  tea,  chocolate,  &V. 

Thus  a  ft  an  ding  army  and  excife>  have  from  their 
fir  ft  (lender  origin,  though  always  hated ,  always 
feared ,  always  oppofed,  fwelled  up  to  their  prefent 
vaft  bulk. 

Thefe  fa£ls  are  fufficient  to  fupport  what  I  have 
raid.  5Tis  true,  that  all  the  mifchids  apprehended 
by  our  anceftors,  from  a  Jtanding  army  and  exdfe> 
have  not  yet  happened ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from 
thence,  that  they  will  not  happen.  The  infide  of  a 
houfe  may  catch  fire,  and  the  mofl  valuable  apart¬ 
ments  be  ruined,  before  the  flame  burfi:  out.  The 
queftion  in  thefe  cafes  is  not,  what  evil  has  actually 
attended  particular  meafures — —  but,  what  evil  in 
the  nature  of  things,  is  likely  to  attend  them .  Cer¬ 
tain  circumftances  may  for  fome  time  delay  effects, 
that  were  reafonably  expected,  and  that  mull  enfue . 
There  was  a  long  period  after  the  Romans  had  pro¬ 
rogued  his  command  to  *  Quintus  Pubhtius  Philo , 
before  that  example  destroyed  their  liberty.  All 
our  kings  from  the  revolution  to  the  prefent  reign* 
have  been  foreigners.  Their  minifters  generally  con¬ 
tinued  but  a  fhort  time  in  f  authority;  and  they 
themfelves  were  mild  and  virtuous  princes. 

A  bold 

#  In  the  year  of  the  city  428— — -**  Duo  fingularia  hacei  vim 

prim  urn  contigere  :  Prorogatio  imperii  non  ante  in  ullo  facia,  et 
t>€  alio  honor e  triuntphus."  Liv.  b.  8.cii.  23,  26. 

“  Had  the  re  it  of  the  Roman  citizens  imitated  the  example  of 
“  L.  [puintius,  who  refilled  to  have  his  confulfhip  continued  to 
v<  him?" they  had  never  admitted  that  cufiom  of  proroguing  of 
<<  magiftrate.%  and  then  the  prolongation  of  their  commands  in 
*<  the"  army  had  never  been  introduced,  nvhkh  very  thing  <was  at 

««  ietitrth  the  ruin  of  that  commonwealth." 

MachiavePs  Difcourfes,  b.  3.  ch.  24. 

f  I  don't  know  but  what  it  may  be  faid  with  a  good  deal  of 

re  Ton. 
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A  bold  ambitious  prince,  poflefied  of  great  abi¬ 
lities,  firmly  fixed  in  his  throne  by  defcent ,  lerved  by 
minifters  like  him f elf, \  and  rendered  either  venerable 
or  terrible  by  the  glory  of  his  fucceffes ,  may  execute 
what  his  predecelTors  did  not  dare  to  attempt,, 
Henry  the  fourth,  tottered  in  his  feat,  during  his 
whole  reign.  Henry  the  fifth,  drew  the  ftrength  of 
the  kingdom  into  France ,  to  carry  on  his  wars 
there,  and  left  the  commons  at  home,  protefting. 9 
“  that  the  people  were  not  bound  to  ferve  out  of 
“  the  realm.’5 

It  is  granted,  that  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  liberty  jfub- 
fifts  at  preient  in  Great-Britain  \  but  what  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  in  the  temper  of  a  people,  when  the 
prince  is  pofieft  of  an  unconftitutional  power,  our 
own  hiftory  can  fuffioiently  inform  us.  When 
Charles  the  fecond  had  ftrengthened  himfelf,  by  the 
return  of  the  gar ri ion  of  Fangier ,  c<  England  (fays 
Rapin )  faw  on  a  ludden  an  amazing  revolution ; 
law  herfelf  ftrippcd  of  all  her  rights  and  privile- 
ic  ges,  excepting  Inch  as  the  king  fhould  vouchfafe 
cc  to  grant  her :  And  what  is  more  afionijhing ,  the 
44  Englijh  themfelves,  . delivered  up  thefe  very  liahts 
and  privileges  to  Charles  the  fecond,  which  they 
had  fo  pajfionately ,  and  if  I  may  fay  it ,  furioujly 
44  defended  again  ft  the  defigns  of  Charles  the  frit.” 
This  happened  only  thirty  fix  years  after  his  father 
had  been  beheaded. 

Some  perfons  are  of  opinion,  that  liberty  is  not 
violated  but  by  fuch  open  acts  of  force ;  but  they 
leem  to  be  greatly  miftaken.  I  could  mention  a 
period  within  theie  forty  years,  when  almoft  as  great 

reafon,  that  a  quick  rotation  of  minifters  is  very  deferable  in 
Great- Britain.  A  ninifter  there  has  a  vaft  ftore  of  materials  to 
work  with.  Long  adminijlrations  are  rather  favourable  to  the  re¬ 
futation  of  a  people  abroad,  than  to  their  liberty . 

4  a  change 
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&  change  of  difpofmon  was  produced  by  the  fecrel 
meafures  of  a  long  adminiftration,  as  by  Charles's 
violence.  Liberty,  perhaps,  is  never  expofed  to  fo 
much  danger,  as  when  the  people  believe  there  is 
the  lead  for  it  may  be  fubverted,  and  yet  they  not 
think  fo. 

Public  difgufting  ails,  are  feldotn  praitifed  by 
the  ambitious,  at  the  beginning  of  their  defigns* 
Such  conduit  filences  and  difcourages  the  weak,  the 
felfifb,  the  timid,  the  wicked,  who  would  other- 
wife  have  been  their  advocates  or  accomplices.  It  is 
of  great  confequence,  to  allow  thofe  who  upon  any 
account  are  inclined  to  favour  them,  fomethmg  fpe- 
cious  to  fay  in  their  defence.  Their  power  may  be 
fully  eftablifhed,  though  it  would  not  be  fafe  for 
them  to  do  whatever  they  pleafe.  For  there  are 
things,  which  at  fome  time.',  even  flaves  will  not 
bear.  Julius  C^far,  and  Oliver  Cromwell ,  did  not 
dare  to  affume  the  title  of  king.  The  Grand  Seignior , 
dares  not  lay  a  new  tax ;  the  king  of  France  dares 
not  be  a  proteftanr.  Certain  popular  points,  may 
be  left  untouched,  and  yet  freedom  be  extinguifhed. 
The  commonalty  of  Venice ,  imagine  themfelves 
free,  becaufe  they  are  permitted  to  do,  what  they 
ought  not*,  but  I  quit  a  fubjeit,  that  would  lead 
me  too  far  from  my  purpofe. 

By  the  late  ait  of  parliament,  taxes  are  to  be  le¬ 
vied  upon  us,  for  64  defraying  the  charge  of  the  ad- 
minifiration  of  juftice — the  fupport  of  civil  govern- 
ment^ — ** and  the  expences  of  defending  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions  in  America." 

If  any  man  doubts  what  ought  to  be  the  conduit 
'of  thefe  colonies  on  this  occafion,  I  would  afk  him 
thefe  questions. 


Has 
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Has  not  the  parliament  exprefsly  avowed  their 
Intention  of  railing  money  from  us  for  certain 
purposes  ?  Is  not  this  fcheme  popular  in  Great - 
Britain  ?  Will  the  taxes  impofed  by  the  late  aft, 
anfwer  thefe  purpofes?  If  it  will,  muft  it  not  take 
an  imwefife  film  from  us  ?  If  it  will  not,  is  it  to  be 
expebled,  that  the  parliament  will  not  fully  execute 
their  indention,  when  it  is  plea  ing  at  home,  and 
not  oppofed  here  ?  Muft  not  this  be  done  by  impofing 
new  taxes?  Will  not  every  addition  thus  made 
to  our  taxes,  be  an  addition  to  the  power  of  the 
Britijh  legislature,  by  increafing  the  number  of  officers 
employed  in  thecolleftion  ?  Will  not  every  additional 
tax  therefore  render  it  more  difficult  to  abrogate  any 
of  them  ?  When  a  branch  of  revenue  is  once  eftab- 
lifhed,  does  it  not  appear  to  many  people  invidious 
and  undutiful ,  to  attempt  to  abolifh  it?  If  taxes 
fufficient  to  accomplice  the  intention  of  the  par¬ 
liament,  are  impofed  by  the  parliament,  what  taxes 
will  remain  to  be  impoied  by  our  affemblies  ?  If  no 
material  taxes  remain  to  be  impofed  by  them,  what 
muft  become  of  them>  and  the  people  they  repre¬ 
sent? 

*  “If  anyperfon  considers  thefe  things,  and  yet 

thinks  our  liberties  are  in  no  danger,  I  wonder  at 
*c  that  perfon’s  fecurity.” 

One  other  argument  is  to  be  added,  which  by  it- 
felf,  I  hope,  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  the  mod 
incredulous  man  on  this  continent,  that  the  late  aft 
■of  parliament,  is  only  defigned  to  be  a  precedent, 
whereon  the  future  vaftalage  of  thefe  colonies  may 
be  eftablifhed. 

Every  duty  thereby  laid  on  articles  of  Britijh  ma- 
siufafture,  is  laid  on  fome  commodity,  upon  the 

*  Demojlhenes's  26  Philippic . 

expor- 


■  ■  ■ 
Vi  ‘  Mr-* 


f  io6  ) 

exportation  of  which  from  Great -Britain,  a  draw- 
hack  is  payable.  The  drawbacks  in  moft  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  are  exabily  double  to  the  duties  given  by  the  late 
a^*  1  kc  ;at  lament  therefore  might  in  half  a  do¬ 

zen  lints  nave  railed  much  more  money  only  by 
flopping  the  drawback  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
at  home,  on  exportation  to  theie  colonies,  than  by 
this  folemn  impofition  of  taxes  upon  us,  to  be  col¬ 
lected  here.  Probably,  the  anful  contrivers  of  this 
adt  to;  med  it  in  tms  manner,  in  order  to  referve  to 
themfelves,  in  cale  of  any  objections  being  made  to 

it,  this  fpecious  pretence - ■“  That  the  drawbacks 

are  '.‘^C  '  '  r ‘e  colonies-,  and  that  the  late  ad 
*'  only  leffens  mole  girts.”  But  the  truth  is,  that 
?'  teks  are  intended  for  the  encouragement 

;  t  i  ti->n  of  Britijh  manufactures  and  com¬ 
ma..  ,  5  i  me  allowed  on  exportation  to  any  foreign 
parts,  as  we!)  as  on  exportation  to  thefe  provinces. 
Behues.  care  has  been  taken  to  Aide  into  the  ad  % 
lone  armies  on  which  there  are  no  drawbacks. 
However,  me  whole  duties  laid  by  the  late  ad  on 
(lit  m-  articles  therein  fpecified,  are  fo  fmall,  that 
they  will  rot  amount  to  as  much  as  the  d -aw backs 
which  are  allowed  on  part  of  them  only.  If,  there- 
fi  the  fum  to  be  obtained  by  the  late  ah,  had  been 
the  foie  objebi  in  forming  it,  there  would  not  have 
been  any  occafion  for  the  “  commons  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  to  give  and  grant  to  his  Majefty  rales 
and  duties  for  railing  a  revenue  in  his  Majefty’s 
dominions  in  America,  for  making  a  more  cer¬ 
tain  and  adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  fup- 
port  of  civil  government,  and  the  expences  of 

*  Though  duties  by  the  late  a 61  are  laid  on  Tome  articles,  on 
which  no  drawbacks  are  allowed,  yet  the  duties  impofed  by  the 
a&  are  fo  fmall,  in  coni  pari  ion  with  the  drawbacks  that  are  al¬ 
lowed,  that  all  the  duties  together  will  not  amount  to  fo  much  as 
the  drawbacks. 
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&i  defending  the  faid  dominions.3’-™^  Nor  would 
there  have  been  any  occafion  for  an  *  expenfive 
board  of  commifTioners,  and  all  the  other  new 
charges  to  which  we  are  made  liable. 

Upon  the  whole,  for  my  part,  I  regard  the  late 

aft  as  an  experiment  made  of  our  difpofition .  it  is  a 

bird  fent  over  the  waters,  to  dilcover,  whether 

the  waves,  that  lately  agitated  this  part  of  the  world 
with  fo  much  violence,  are  yet  fubfided.  If  this 
adventurer  gets  footing  here,  we  (hall  quickly  be 
convinced,  that  it  is  not  a  Phoenix  \  for  wo  (hall 
foon  fee  it  followed  by  others  of  the  fame  kind.  We 
fhall  find  it  rather  to  be  of  the  f  breed  defcribed 
by  the  poet— ~ 

\ 

44  Infelix  vatesP 

A  direful  foreteller  of  future  calamities, 

A  F  A  Pv  M  E  R. 


*  The  expence  of  this  board  I  am  informed  is  between  four 
and  five  thoufand  pounds  fierling  a  year.  The  eftablilhment  cf 
officers  for  collecting  the  revenue  in  America  amounted  before, 
to  £.  7600 per  annum  ;  and  yet  fays  the  author  of  “  the  regula- 

**  non  of  the  colonies,”  “  the  whole  remittance  from  all  the 
“  taxes  in  the  colonies  at  an  average  of  thirty  years  has  not 
*c  amounted  to  £.  igoo  a  year,  and  in  th;  ium  £.  700  or 
“  £  800  only,  have  been  remitted  from  North- America.  * 

The  fmalinefs  of  the  revenue  arifine  from  the  duties  in 
America ,  demonftrates  that  they  were  intended  only  as  re¬ 
gulations  of  trade:  And  can  any  perfon  be  fo  blind  to 
truth,  fo  duli  of  appi ehenlion  in  a  matter  of  unfpeakable  im¬ 
portance  to  his  country,  as  to  imaii  ne  that  the  board  of  com- 
miflioners  late  eftabbftied  at  fuel?  a  charge ,  is  inllituted  to  affift  in 
col!e6bngj£.  1900  a  year,  or  the  trifling  duties  impofed  by  the 
late  act  r  purely  every  man  on  this  continent  mull  perceive, 
that  they  are' eft  abli  (he'd  for  the  care  of  a  new  system  of  re- 
vend  E,  which  is  but  now  begun. 

^  £i  Dir  a  Cal  a  no  f  lAc.  Virg.  JEneid  3. 


LETTER  XII. 


My  dear  Countrymen , 

Oj  OME  flares  have  loft  their  liberty  by  par  lieu - 
lar  accidents:  but  this  calamity  is  generally 
owing  to  the  decay  of  virtue.  A  people  is  travelling 
iaft  to  deftrudtion,  when  individuals  confider  their 
inteiefts  as  diftindt  from  thofe  of  the  public.  Such 
notions  are  fatal  to  their  country*  and  to  themfelves* 
Yet  how  many  are  there,  fo  weak  and  fordid  as 
to  think  they  perform  all  the  offices  of  life ,  if  they 
earneftly  endeavour  to  entreafe  their  own  wealth , 
fewer,  and  credit ,  without  the  leaft  regard  for  the 
fociety,  under  the  protection  of  which  they  live  ; 
who,  if  they  can  make  an  immediate  profit  to  them - 
/elves ,  by  lending  their  aftiftance  to  thofe,  whofe 
projedls  plainly  tend  to  the  injury  of  their  country, 
rejoice  in  their  dexterity ,  and  believe  themfelves  en¬ 
titled  to  the  character  of  able  politicians .  Mifera- 
b!e  men!  Of  whom  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  they 
ought  to  be  rnoft  theobjedls  of  pity  or  contempt :  But 
whofe  opinions  are  certainly  as  detefiable ,  as  their 
practices  are  definitive. 

Though  I  always  refiedt,  with  a  high  pleafure, 
on  the  integrity  and  underftanding  of  my  country- 

men* 


(  109  ) 

men,  which,  joined  with  a  pure  and  humble  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  great  and  gracious  author  of  every  blcf- 
fing  they  enjoy,  will,  I  hope,  enfure  to  them,  and 
their  pofterity,  all  temporal  and  eternal  happineis; 
yet  when  I  confider,  that  in  every  age  and  country 
there  have  been  bad  men,  my  heart  at  this  threat¬ 
ening  period,  is  fo  full  of  apprehenfion,  as  not  to 
permit  me  to  believe,  but  that  there  may  be  home 
on  this  continent,  againft  whom  you  ought  to  be  upon 
your  guard - Men,  who  either  *  hold,  or  expect 


*  It  is  not  intended  by  thefe  words  to  throw  any  refteaions 
upon  gentlemen,  becaufe  they  are  polIeHed  or  offices  ;  for  many 
of  them  are  certainly  men  ol  virtue,  anti  lovers  of  their  country. 
But  fup poled  obligations  of  gratitude  and  honour ,  may  induce 
them  to  be  filent.  Whether  thefe  obligations  ought  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  or  not,  is  not  fo  much  to  be  ccnfidered  by  others,  in  the 
judgment  they  form  of  thefe  gentlemen,  as  whether  they  think 
they  ought  to  be  regarded.  Perhaps,  therefore,  we  ffiali  a&  in 
the  propet  ell  manner  towards  them,  if  we  nertner  reproach  nor 
imitate  them.  The  peifons  meant  in  this  letter  are  the  bafe Spi¬ 
rited  wretches >  who  may  endeavour  to  diftinguijh  themfdves ,  by 
their  fordid  zeal,  in  defending  and  promoting  meafures,  which 
they  kno=wy  beyond  all  queftion ,  to  be  deftruftivc  to  the  juft  rights 
and  true  interefs  of  their  country.  It  is  Icarcely  po.hble  to 
fpeak  of  thefe  men  with  any  degree  of  patience .  It  is  fcarcely 
poffibleto  fpeak  of  them  with  any  degree  of  propriety.  For  no 
words  can  truly  deferibe  their  guilt  and  meannefs.  But  every 
honelf  man,  on  their  being  mentioned,  will  feel  what  cannot  be 
expreffed.  If  their  wickednefs  did  not  bind  them,  they  might 
perceive,  along  the  coall  of  thefe  colonies,  many  fkeletons  of 
wretched  ambition  ;  who,  after  difiinguijhing  themfelves ,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  fiamp-adi,  by  a  courageous  contempt  of  their  coun¬ 
try  and  of  jultice,  have  been  left  to  linger  out  their  miferable 
exdter.ee,  without  a  government,  colleftorffiip,  fecretarvfhip. 
or  any  other  commiffion  to  confole  them,  as  well  as  it  could ,  for 
lofs  of  virtue  and  reputation — - while  numberlefs  offices 


have  been  bellowed  in  thefe  colonies  on  people  from  Great-Bn - 
fain ,  and  new  ones  are  continually  invented  to  be  thus  bellowed. 
Asa  f:iv  great  prizes  are  put  into  a  lottery  to  tempt  multitudes 
to  lofe ,  fo  here  and  there  an  American  has  been  railed  to  a  good 
poll  — — 


i(  Apparent  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  vaito.” 

Mr.  Grenville ,  indeed  in  order  to  recommend  the  ftamp-att^ 

had 
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to  hold  certain  advantages,  by  fetting  examples  of 

fervility  to  their  countrymen. - -Men,  who  trained 

to  the  employment,  or  felf- taught  by  a  natural  ver- 
futility  of  genius,  ferve  as  decoys  for  drawing  the 
innocent  and  unwary  into  fnares.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  that  fuch  men  will  diligently  beftir 
themfelves  on  this  and  every  like  occafion,  to  fpread 
the  infection  of  their  meannefs  as  tar  as  they  can. 
On  the  plans  they  have  adopted,  this  is  their  courfe. 
SChis  is  the  method  to  recommend  themfelves  ro 
their  patrons.  They  aft  confidently,  in  a  bad  caufe. 
'i  hey  run  well,  in  a  mean  race. 

From  them  we  fhall  learn,  how  pleafiant  and  pro¬ 
fitable  a  thing  it  is,  to  be  for  our  submissive  be¬ 
haviour  well  fipoken  cfi  at  St.  James's,  or  St.  Ste¬ 
phen's  *,  at  Guildhall ,  or  the  Royal  Exchange .  Spe¬ 
cious  fallacies  will  be  dreft  up  with  all  the  arts  of 
delufion,  to  perfuade  one  colony  to  dijlinguifh  her - 
fielf  firom  another ,  by  unbecoming  condeicenfions, 

had  the  unequalled  generofity  to  pour  down  a  golden  fhower  of 
cilices  upon  Americans  ;  and  yet  thefe  ungrateful  colonies  did 
not  thank  Mr.  Grenville  for  {hewing  his  kindnefs  to  their 
countrymen,  nor  than  for  accepting  it.  How  mu  ft  that  great 
ftatefman  have  been  furprifed  to  find,  that  the  unpolifhed  cok>- 

nifts  could  not  be  reconciled  to  infamy - by  treachery  ?  Such  a 

bountiful  difpoficion  towards  us  never  appeared  in  any  minifter 
before  him,  and  probably  never  will  appear  again.  For  it  is 
evident  that  Juch  a  fyflem  of  [  ol icy  is  to  be  eftablifhed  on  this 
continent,  as,  in  a  liiort  time,  is  to  render  it  utterly  unneceffary 
to  ufe  the  leaf!  art  in  order  to  conciliate  our  approbation  of  any 
rneafures.  Some  of  our  countrymen  may  be  employed  to  fix 
chains  upon  us;  but  they  will  never  be  permitted  to  hold  them 
afterwards.  So  that  tire  utmoft  that  any  of  them  can  expefr,  is 
only  a  temporary  provijion ,  that  may  expire  in  their  own  time  ; 
but  which,  they  may  be  affured ,  will  preclude  their  children 
from  having  any  confideration  paid  to  them.  I  he  natives  of 
America  will  fink  into  total  neglect  and  contempt,  the  mo. 
merit  that  their  country  lofes  the  confitutional poveers  fhe  now  pof- 
feffes.  Molt  fin  cere  iy  do  l  wifh  and  pray,  that  every  one  of  us 
may  be  convinced  of  this  great  truth - that  ivduftry  and  inte¬ 

grity  are  the  “paths  of  pleafantaefsf *  which  lead  to  happiness. 

which 
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which  will  ferve  the  ambitious  purpofes  of  great  men  at 
home,  and  therefore  will  be  thought  by  them  to  en¬ 
title  their  afjiftants  in  obtaining  them  to  confiderabie 
rewards. 

Our  fears  will  be  excited.  Our  hopes  will  be 
awakened.  It  will  be  infinuated  to  us,  with  a 
plaufible  affedtation  of  wifdom  and  concern ,  how 
prudent  it  is  to  pleafe  the  powerful — how  dangerous 
to  provoke  them — and  then  comes  in  the  perpetual 
incantation  that  freezes  up  every  generous  purpofe 
of  the  foul  in  cold,  inactive  expedition — that  if 
there  is  any  requeft  to  be  made,  compliance  will  ob¬ 
tain  a  favourable  attention.” 

Our  vigilance  and  our  union  are  fuccefs  and  fafety* 
Our  negligence  and  our  divifion  are  diflrefs  and  death . 

They  are  worfe - they  are  fhame  and  Jlavery\ 

Let  us  equally  fhun  the  benumbing  ftillnefs  of  over- 
weening fioth,  and  thefeverifh  adtivity  of  that  ill-in¬ 
formed  zeal ,  which  bufies  itfelf  in  maintaining  little* 
mean  and  narrow  opinions.  Let  us,  with  a  truly 
wife  generofity  and  charity ,  banifh  and  difcourage  all 
illiberal  dift  motions,  which  may  arife  from  differences 
in  fituation,  forms  of  government  *  or  modes  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Lee  us  confider  ourfelves  as  men — freemen 
—Christian  freeme n —  Jeparated from  the  reft 
of  the  wordy  and  firmly  'bound  together  by  the  fame 
rights ,  inter  efts  and  dangers .  Let  thefe  keep  our  at¬ 
tention  inflexibly  fixed  on  the  great  objects, 
which  we  muft  continually  regard,  in  order  to 
preferve  thofte  rights,  to  promote  thefe  inter  efts,  and  to 
avert  thofte  dangers . 

Let  thefe  truths  be  indelibly  imprefied  on  our 
minds — that  we  cannot  be  happy,  without  being 
free — that  we  cannot  be  free,  without  being  fecure 
in  our  property— that  we  cannot  be  fecyre  in  our 

property, 
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property,  if  without  our  confent ,  others  may ,  as  fa 
right*  take  it  away--- that  /<m\r  impofed  on  us  by  par * 
liamenty  do  thus  take  it  away- -that  fQp 

the  foie  purpofe  of  raifmg  money ,  are  taxes— that  at* 
tempts  to  lay  luch  duties  fhould  be  inftantly  and 
firmly  oppofed--- that  this  opposition  can  never  be  ef¬ 
fectual,  unltfs.  it  is  the  united  effort  of  thefe  provinces—* 
that  therefore  benevolence  of  temper  towards  each 
ether ,  and  unanimity  of  counfels,  are  eflential  to 
the  welfare  of  the  whole— -and  laftly,  that  for  this 
reafon,  every  man  amongft  us,  who  in  any  manner 
would  encourage  either  dijfenfion ,  diffidence ,  or  in¬ 
difference  ^  between  thefe  colonies,  is  an  enemy  to 
him f elf y  and  to  his  country . 

The  belief  of  thefe  truths,  I  verily  think,  my 
countrymen,  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  your  hap- 
pinefs.  I  befeech  you,  therefore,  teach  them 
diligently  unto  your  children,  and  talk  of  them  when 
you  fit  in  your  houfes,  and  when  you  walk  by  the 
way,  and  when  you  lie  down,  aqd  when  you  rife 
up” 

What  have  thefe  colonies  to  ajky  while  they  con* 
tinue  free?  Or  what  have  they  to  dread ,  but  infi* 
dious  attempts  to  fubvert  their  freedom  ?  Their 
profperity  does  not  depend  on  minifierial favours  doled 
out  to  particular  provinces.  They  form  one  politi¬ 
cal  body,  of  which  each  colony  is  a  member.  Their 
happinefs  is  founded  on  their  confiitution  \  and  is  to 
be  promoted,  by  preferving  that  conftitut  on  in  un¬ 
abated  vigour,  throughout  every  part .  A  ipot,  a 
fpeck  of  decay,  however  (mail  the  limb  on  which 
it  appears,  and  however  remote  it  may  feem  from 
the  vitals,  fhould  be  alarming.  We  have  all  the 
rights  requifite  for  our  profperity.  The  legal  aur 


*  D  cut  even.  vi.  7. 


ffority 


(  ) 

thorite  of  Greal-Britain  may  indeed  lay  hard  re- 
ftri&ions  upon  us-,  but,  like  the  fpear  of  T elephus , 
it  will  cure  as  well  as  wound.  Her  unkino  nefs  will 
inftruet  and  compel  us,  af  er  Tome  time,  to  di (co¬ 
ver,  in  our  induflry  and  frugal  tyy  furprifmg  reme¬ 
dies — if  our  rights  continue  unviolated  :  i  or  as  long 
as  the  preduffs  of  our  labour ,  and  the  rewards  of  our 
carCy  can  properly  be  called  our  own,  fo  long  will  it 
be  worth  our  while  to  be  induftrious  and  frugal , 
But  if  when  we  plow--  fow~-reap — gather-—  and 
threfh---we  find,  that  we  plow— -fow— reap— ga¬ 
ther— and  threfh  for  others ,  whofe  PLEASURE  is 
to  be  the  SOLE  LIMITATION  how  much  they 
fhall  take ,  and  hew  much  th  y  fha!!  leave ,  why 
flhould  we  repeat  the  unprofitable  toil?  Horfes  and 
oxen  are  content  with  that  portion  of  the  fruits  op 
their  work ,  which  their  owners  affign  to  them,  in  or¬ 
der  to  keep  them  Ilrong  enough  to  rare  fuccefilve 
crops  *,  but  even  theft  beafts  will  not  fubmit  to  draw 
for  their  matters,  until  tney  are  fubdued  with  whips 
and  goads.  Let  us  take  care  of  our  rights,  and  we 
therein  take  care  of  cur  property.  *  “  SLAVERY 
IS  EVER  PRECEDED  BY  SLEEPY  Indivi¬ 
duals  may  be  dependant  on  minifters,  it  they  pleafe* 
States  should  scorn  it  ; — and  if  you  are  not 
wanting  to  yourf elves >  you  will  have  a  proper  regard 
paid  y  u  by  thofe,  to  whom  if  y  u  are  not  refpe  lia¬ 
ble,  you  will  infa'iibly  be  contemptible .  But - if  we 

have  already  for  pot  the  reafons  that  urged  us,  with 
unexampled  unanimity,  to  exert  ourfeives  two  years 
ago  .--if  cur  zeal  for  the  public  good  is  worn  out  be¬ 
fore  the  how ef pun  deaths  which  it  caufed  us  to  have 

made - if  our  refclutions  are  fo  faint,  as  by  our 

prefent  conduct  to  con  temn  our  own  lam  fuccefs ful ex¬ 
ample - if  we  are  not  affeffed  by  any  reverence  for 

the  memory  of  our  anceltors,  who  cranfmitred  to 
us  that  freedom  in  which  they  had  been  bit  ft if 

*  Montefquieu\  Spiii  of  Laws,  b.  xiv.  c.  15. 
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‘c?  are  net  animated  by  any  regard  for  porterity  to 
vnom,  by  the  mod  facred  obligations,  wj’are 
bound  to  deliver  down  the  invaluable  inheritance-- 
then,  indeed,  any  minifter— or  any  tool  of  ami- 
liter— -or  any  creature  of  a  tool  of  a  minifter-.-or 
"y  lofr.  *  wftrument  of  adminiftr alien,  if  lower 
.'o  Ofci  “  a  ttrfcmse  "l,0m  “  be  dangerous 

I  fhall 

*  “  Inflrumenta  regni"  Tacitus's  An.  b.  xii  €  66  Tf-n„ 
perfon  ftaH  imagine  that  he  difeovers  in  thefe  letters’ the  leait 

iV-m^nV  of  r  I™  m°ft  exce,Ient  foreign,  and  the  par- 
ofThpr  Great-Britain  •,  or  the  lead  diflike  of  the  dependence 
of  th-.o  colonies  on  that  kingdom,  f  beg  that  fuch  perfon  will 
11  a  form  anyjudgment  on. particular  expreffions,  but  willconfider 
the  tenour  of  all  ths  W,  taken  together.  In  that  cafe,  I  flatter 
inyfelf  that  every  unprejudiced  reader  will  be  convinced,  that  the 

f  lnte,efts  0i  Great-Bntam  are  as  dear  to  me  as  they  ou°ht 
to  be  to  every  good  fubjedl.  * 

If  r  am  an  enthufiaft  in  any  thing,  it  is  in  my  zeal  for  the  per* 

pctujs.  dependence  of  thefe  colonies  on  their  mother  country.- _ . 

A  dePenda»ce  founded  on  mutual  benefits ,  the  continuance  of 
vvmch  can  oe  fecured  only  by  mutual  affedions.  Therefore  it  is 
tnat  with  extreme  apprehenfion  I  view  the  fmalleft  feeds  of  dif- 
content,  which  are  unwarily  fcattered  abroad.  Fifty  or  fxtv 
years  wid  make  adonifhing  alterations  in  thefe  colonies*  and 
tins  confideration  fliould  render  it  the  bufmefs  of  Great-Britain 
more  and  more  to  cultivate  our  good  difpofitions  towards  her: 
but  the  misfortune  is,  that  tho (e great  men,  who  are  wrelllino-  for 
power  at  home,  think  them fe Ives  vfery  flightly  iriterefted  in  the 
pit  iperity  of  their  country  fifity  or  fixty  years  hence;  but  are 
ceepiv  concerned  in  blowing  up  a  popular  clamour  for  iuppofed 
immediate  advantages. 

Foi  my  past,  i  regard  Great-Bntam  as  a  bulwark  happily 
rr'u  .tween  colonies  and  tne  powerful  nation  of  Europe. 

I  hat  fingdom  is  our  advanc-  d  p  >11  or  fortification,  which  re¬ 
maining  fiafe ,  we  under  its  protection  enjoying  peace,  may  dif- 
fule  the  ole s lings  of  religion,  fcience,  and  liberty,  through  re- 
niote  wdderneffes.  It  is,  therefore,  inconteflihiy  onr  duty  and 
our  intereft  to  fupport  the  ilrength  of  Great-Britain.  When, 
confiding  in  that  Ilrength,  fhe  begins  to  forget  from  whence  it 
aroie,  it  will  be  an  eafy  th  ng  to  fnew  the  fource.  She  may  rea- 
d i  1  /  bv.  i  eminded  of  the  loud  alarm  fpiead  among  her  merchants 
and  tradrdmen,  by  the  univerfa!  aiTodation  of  thefe  colonies,  at 
the  time  of  the fi amp -a cl,  not  to  import  any  of  her  manu¬ 
factures.  In  the  year  1718,  the  Ruffians  and  Swedes  entered 
ito  an  a ‘o cement,  not  to  fuller  Great-Britain  to  export  any 
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I  fhall  be  extremely  forry,  if  any  man  rmftakeS 
my  meaning  in  any  thing  I  have  faid.  Officers 
employed  by  the  crown,  are,  while  according  to  the 
laws  they  conduct  themfelves,  intitled  to  legal  obe¬ 
dience,  and  fincere  refpedt.  Thefe  it  is  a  duty  to 
render  them;  and  thele  no  good  or  prudent  perfon 
will  withhold.  But  when  thefe  officers,  thro5  rafh- 
nefs  or  defign,  endeavour  to  enlarge  their  authority 
beyond  its  due  limits,  and  expedt  improper  concef- 
fions  to  be  made  to  them,  from  regard  for  the  em¬ 
ployments  they  bear,  their  attempts  fhould  be  con- 
fidered  as  equal  injuries  to  the  crown  and  people, 
and  fhould  be  courageoufly  and  conftantly  oppofed. 
To  luffer  our  ideas  to  be  confounded  by  names  on 
fuch  occafions,  would  certainly  be  an  inexcufiable 
weaknefs ,  and  probably  an  irremediable  error . 

We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  feveral  of  his 
Majefty’s  prefent  minifters  are  good  men,  and 
friends  to  our  country  ;  and  it  feems  not  unlikely, 
that  by  a  particular  concurrence  of  events,  we  have 
been  treated  a  little  more  ieverely  than  they  wiffied 
we  fhould  be.  They  might  not  think  it  prudent  to 

naval  stores  from  their  dominions,  but  in  Ruffian  or  Sivcdifij 
ihips,  and  at  their  own  prices.  Great-Britain  was  diftretf. 
Pitch  and  tar  rofe  to  three  founds  a  barrel.  At  length  ihe 
thought  of  getting  thefe  articles  from  the  colonies ;  and  the  at¬ 
tempt  fucceedirg,  they  fell  down  to  fifteen  fiddlings.  In  the 
year  1756,  Great-Britain  was  threatened  with  an  invaflon.  An 
eaderly  wind  blowing  for  fix  weeks,  die  could  not  man  her 
fleet ;  and  the  whole  nation  was  thrown  into  the  utmofl  confter- 
natren.  The  wind  changed.  The  American  fhips  arrived. 
rl  he  fleet  failed  in  ten  or  fifteen  days.  There  are  feme  other 
reflections  on  this  fubjedt  worthy  of  themoft  deliberate  attention 
of  the  Britifh  parliament;  but  they  are  of  fuch  a  nature  that  I 
do  not  chuie  to  mention  them  publicly.  I  thought  I  discharged 
my  duty  to  my  country,  by  taking  the  liberty,  in  the  year 
1765,  while  th Qfiamp-afi  was  in  fufpence,  of  writing  my  fenti- 
ments  to  a  man  of  the  greatefl  influence  at  home,  who  after¬ 
wards  diftinguiflied  himfelf  bv  efpouflng  our  caufe;.  in  the  de¬ 
bates  concerning  the  repeal  of  that  ad. 
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ftem  a  torrent.  But  what  is  the  difference  to  us9 
whether  arbitrary  ads  take  their  rife  from  mini¬ 
fies,  or  are  permitted  by  them  ?  Ought  any  point 
to  be  allowed  to  a  good  £  minifter,  that  fhould  be 
denied  to  a  bad  one  ?  The  mortality  of  minifies,  is 
a  very  frail  mortality.  A  *  *  *  may  fucceed  a 
Shelburne - a  *  *  *  may  fueceed  a  Conway . 

We  find  a  new  kind  of  minifter  lately  fpoken  of 

at  home- - “  The  minister  of  the  house  of 

commons.55  The  term  feerns  to  have  peculiar  pro¬ 
priety  when  referred  to  thefe  colonies,  with  a  diffe¬ 
rent  meaning  annexed  to  it ,  from  that  in  which  it  is 
taken  there.  By  the  word  “  minifter,55  we  may 
underftand  not  only  a  fervant  of  the  crown ,  but  a 
man  of  influence  among  the  commons,  who  regard 
themfelves  as  having  a  {hare  in  the  fovereignty  0’rer 
us.  The  £C  minifter  of  the  houfe55  may,  in  a  point 
rtfpeding  the  colonies,  be  fo  (irong,  that  the  mini¬ 
fter  of  the  crown  in  the  houfe,  if  he  is  a  diftind  per- 
fon,  may  not  chufe,  even  where  his  fentiments  are 
favorable  to  us,  to  come  to  a  pitched  battle  upon 
our  account.  For  cho5  I  have  the  highelt  opinion 
of  the  deference  of  the  houfe  lor  the  King’s  mini¬ 
fter,  yet  he  may  be  fo  good  nitured,  as  nor  to  put 
it  to  the  teft,  except  it  be  for  the  mere  and  imme¬ 
diate  profit  of  his  matter  or  himfelf. 

But  whatever  kind  of  minifter  he  is,  that  at¬ 
tempts  to  innovate  a  ftngle  iota  in  the  privileges  of 
thefe  colonies,  him  1  hope  you  will  undauntedly  op - 
pofe  ;  and  that  you  will  never  luffer  yourfelves  to 
be  either  cheated  or  frightened  into  any  unworthy  ob - 
fequicufnefs.  On  fuch  emergencies  you  may  furely, 
without  prefumption,  believe  that  ALMIGHTY 

*  “  Ubi  imperium  ad  ignaros  aut  minus  bonos  pervenit;  no- 
*vum  illud  exe?npJum,  ab  dignis  ct  ido:.eis,  ad  inuignos  et  non 
idoneos  transfertur Sail,  Bell.  Cxt.  f.  50. 
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GOD  himfelf  will  look  down  upon  your  righteous 
conteft  with  gracious  approbation.  You  will  be  a 
hand  of  brothers cemented  by  the  deareft  ties, 
•---and  ftrengthened  with  inconceivable  fupplies  of 
force  and  constancy,  by  that  fympathetic  ardour, 
which  animates  good  men,  confederated  in  a  good 
caufe.  Your  honour  and  welfare  will  be,  as  they  now 
are,  moft  intimately  concerned  ;  and  be  fries— — ■ ■- 
you  are  ajfgned  by  divine  providence ,  in  the  appointed 
order  of  things,  the  protefiors  of  unborn  ages,  whofe 
fate  depends  upon  your  virtue.  Whether  they  dial l 
arife  the  generous  and  indlfputable  heirs  of  the  riche  It 
patrimonies,  or  the  dafiardly  and  hereditary  drudges 
of  imperious  talk-mailers,  you  must  determine. 

To  difeharge  this  double  duty  to  yourfelves ,  and 
to  your  pofierity ,  you  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
call  forth  into  ufe  the  good  fenfe  and  fpirit  or  which 
you  are  poffcffed.  You  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
conduft  your  affairs  peaceably—  -- prudently — -firmly 
———jointly.  By  tkefie  means  you  will  fupport  the 
charader  of  freemen ,  without  lofing  that  of  faith¬ 
ful  fubjefts . a  good  chara&erin  any  government 

— — one  of  the  bed  under  a  Britifh  government — 
You  will  prove ,  that  Americans  have  tha  tine  mag¬ 
nanimity  of  foul,  that  can  refect  injuries,  without 
falling  into  rage  *,  and  that  though  your  devotion  to 
Great-}  ritain  is  the  mod  a  Red  ion  a  re,  yet  you  can 
make  proper  distinc  i  ions,  and  know  what  you 

owe  to  yourfelves,  as  we  ll  as  to  her - You  will,  at 

the  fame  time  that  vou  advance  your  interefts,  ad¬ 
vance  your  reputation - You  will  convince  the 

world  of  the  ju flic e  of  y.ntr  demands ,  and  the  purity 

of  your  intentions, . While  ail  mankind  mud  with 

unceafing  applauds  corfefs,  that  you  indeed  de¬ 
serve  liberty,  who  fo  well  underfund  it,  fo  paffon- 
ately  love  it,  lb  temperately  enjoy  it,  and  fo  wifely , 


bu 


avety , 
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hravely,  and  znrtuoufly  affert,  maintain ,  and  defend 

“  ^  Iibsrta!enh  qua  mihi  a  parente  meo 

trail! a  eft,  experiar ;  wm  id  fruftra  an  ob 

r cm  Jact am ,  in  veflra  maim  fitum  ejt,  quirites” 

For  my  part,  I  am  refolved  firenuoufly  to  contend 
for  the  iiberty  delivered  down  to  me  by  my 
ancestors  ;  but  whether  I  ihall  do  it  effectually 
oi  net,  depends  on  you,  my  countrymen. 

“  H°w  Httle  foeyer  one  is  able  to  write,  yet 
u  hen  the  liberties  of  one’s  country  are  threat- 
enecf3  it  is  (till  more  difficult  to  be  filent.5* 
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A  FARMER. 


Is  there  not  the  greatefl:  reafon  to  hope,  if  the 
universal  fenfe  of  thefe  colonies  is  immediately  ex- * 
prdl  by  resolves  of  the  aflemblies,  in  fupperc 
of  their  rights,  by  instructions  to  their  agents 
on  the  iubjed,  and  by  petitions  to  the  crown  and 
parliament  for  redrels,  that  thofe  meafures  will  have 

rhe  rame  Rccefs  now,  that  they  had  in  the  time  of 

the  Jlcmp-aB  ?  jp 
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